
Geography 222 - Power of Maps 

Assignment 1 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

 

Group Participants: Krishna Borhara 

                                Lindsey Aurora 

 

Basic Project Description 

 

Overall, Krishna and I performed all the tasks together. Deciding on the chosen path was a little 

tedious with our lack of expert geography skills but it helped when we were actually walking and 

observing. We went exploring two days recording all of our data for three categories each day. 

We took pictures of some interesting things pertaining to our exercise. As the data was compiled, 

we scheduled two days to meet and construct the maps together. At those meetings, we decided 

on the use of vocabulary to describe and annotate our maps all the while mapping out the 

approximate locations of our findings together. The whole exercise was indeed a group effort, 

both of our contributions significant. We ventured on paths that were familiar and some that 

weren’t. Meeting people on the streets wasn’t always a friendly experience but nonetheless 

interesting. Exploring and sensing was gave walking in Delaware a whole new meaning, 

allowing us to see the significance and truly the power that maps acquire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 

Pictures! 

 

Starting our adventure by jaywalking! 



 

The smooth texture of a random building on William St.! 

 

Random machinery sounds coming from Smith Hall! 



 

A fire truck incident on Washington St.! 

 

Beehive Books – unfortunately closed !  



 

 

Sound of car(s) “speeding” by! 

 

Sweet smells coming from Cold Stone & Tim Hortons! 



 

Unpleasant smells coming from Sandusky… 

 

 

Paint smells coming from behind Hamwill… 



 

Smell of gasoline and garbage ! 

 

Smell the flowers! 



 

What a gloomy day! 

 

Fountain – it was cheerful minus the waste container in the background. 



 

Cigarette smells coming from this house… shhh don’t tell them. 

 

The sadly so not often mapped telephone booths… 



 

The sadly not so often mapped parking meters… 

 

Coarse, grainy ground . . .  



 

Beehive – closed in the middle of the day… how rude. 

 

Soft, bristly feeling of the grass behind Smith Hall! 



 

Friendly woman at Global Village – had a half hour conversation about cultural geography and 

fair trade!  
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PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY

The trip through Delaware was overall an enjoyable outing. It seemed simple and 

straightforward, but once I arrived at my starting point it became clear that it would be harder 

than I thought. How much to write down and document became an almost paralyzing dilemma. 

One could focus so intently on all of their senses and easily only cover a corner or crosswalk. 

Also the amount of anxiety that I had about traversing someone else’s property surprised me. 

As the trip got on its way, the problems disappeared and the walk became more carefree.

Having lived on Sandusky street years several years ago I knew how loud the traffic could 

be. The surprise came at realizing that from Sandusky you could easily hear route 23’s traffic. 

The other surprise was the noise of the crickets. Throughout my walk the sound of the crickets 

waxed and waned throughout both the offices of Sandusky st. to the quiet streets lined with 

brick homes. Although I had been down many of these streets and alleyways previously, I had 

not paid much attention or was in no state to pay attention as I meandered.

The quiet streets of Delaware reminded me of why I really enjoyed living here. Brick 

houses that look to have been built in the 19th century, or those that are kept up, give the 

feeling of true mid-western Americana. It becomes hard to not be nostalgic in moments like 

that. AS with many things, the nice well kept brick homes were countered by the other part of 

Delaware I have not missed in my years living elsewhere. Though my trip was through the nicer 

neighborhoods, the signs that we are living in tough times were abundant. Empty retail spots, 

vacant offices, abandoned houses, and empty lots for sale all reminded me that I’m not the only 

one adversely affected by the credit crisis. 



Delaware is very symbolic of America and many of the changes, both good and bad, that 

are occurring through it. The noise of 23 drowning out the main street of the downtown tells a 

lot. Local stores are closed and with them the people that owned and worked there move on. 

The derive I went on was a smaller scale version of what we all do throughout our lives. Drawn 

and repelled by forces known and unknown through the country and the world.

ROUTE

Black line = Intended path

Red Line = Actual path 

Dotted Line = Path taken during rain delay/fried food and beer



SMELL

1- Fried Food

2- Stronger fried food smell saturates the air outside 

3- Flowers that have no smell.

4- Fresh rain scent mixed with pungent smell of cut grass.



5- Musty smell of wet leaves and pine trees.

6- Garbage that smells of putrid food.

7- Flowers 

8- Flowers

9- Food, not fried like Old Bag but appealing fresh scent of Buns

SOUND

1- Traffic and people blurred together 

2- Auto-mechanic: loud cacophony of metallic objects

3- Traffic gets louder as the cars and truck on Route 23 can be heard.



4- Crickets begin to be noticed as the traffic dies down.

5- Music from a house nearby and the chatter of a squirrel.

6- Numerous air conditioning units drown out all other noises.

7- Crickets increase.

8- Bird calls mix with the crickets and thunder in the distance.

9- Bird calls are heard until the UPS truck blocks everything else. 

10-Buzzing transformer in alley.



TASTE

1- Old Bag of Nails: Had 2 tall Blue Moons and split Fried Mushrooms and Potato 
Cakes.

2- Small Raspberries: Not very good; this is why the owner of the bush left them 
uneaten.

3- Granola Bar: I didn’t find it on the street I brought it with me.

4- Rain: Tasted like water, very wet and unremarkable.



TOUCH

1- Ridged Column:

2- Raindrop from tree

3- Rough, Crumbling Brick: 



4- Gravel and Dirt under foot: alley way with a dirt patch where someone has been 
parking since nothing will grow here.

5- Sidewalk: concrete, even surface, and remarkably crack-free

6- Pavement: smooth, even, noticeably warmer then concrete sidewalk

7- Railing: glossy paint makes this surface smooth, with small gritty bumps alone it.

8- Grass and leaves: soft, giving ground, slippery and wet from rain.

9- Slick sidewalk: wet leaves and thin layer of mud not easy to walk on.

10-Leaves on blacktop: similar to previous sidewalk

11-Crunchy leaves and gravel: Crisp, dry leaves cover the driveway.

12-Old broken up pavement: an alley behind homes, small gravel mixed with 
crumbling asphalt. Slippery leaves.

13-Dirt and Gravel:  large multi-house driveway and parking lot. The small stones slip 
out from under my shoes.

14-Sidewalks: smooth and fairly debris free, few dry leaves.

15-Brick pathway.



VACANT BUILDINGS

North Sandusky St. 43, 43 ½, 47, 49, 150, 150 ½, & 163

Griswold St. 17

North Washington St. 148, 121

West Winter St. 103, 46



PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY

The main draws I experienced on my walk were Old Bag of Nails, Tim and Heather's 
house, a vacant lot, and a house friends lived in years ago. Most of the negative places, or just 
my experience of negative feelings were towards the beginning. This was highlighted near the 
municipal building. This may go back to some bad times I had there trying to do voter 
registration drives. The only other really negative feelings I had were crossing through yards. 

Although I didn't go to Tim and Heather's, I did feel drawn towards it. Walking down the 
alleys was enjoyable each time. It was walking down West Winter street and Griswold street 
that were the most inviting and pleasant parts of the walk. This might also have to do with the 
lack of rain during these parts. The walk was a mixed bag of awkward stairs and nice strolls 
along brick homes. 



Jason Emery and Sara Keys! !

Exercise 1 

Soundscape:   

 Crickets Construction Piano Playing 

Air Plane Children Playing 



Central AC Dog Barking 

Traffic/cars Man Mowing Lawn 

 

Touchscape: 

Rough, uneven concrete   Grass yard, with fence and shrubs   Smooth Pavement 

Leaves on ground    Soft, muddy ground by stream   Thorn bush got stuck in shirt 

and arm 

Stairs to HWCC    Fresh concret, newly poured sidewalk  Woodchips, playground 

 

Smellscape: 

Rotten beer: cans on the ground  Fresh cut grass      Trash: on side of road in bags 

Truck exhaust: On Williams street  Rotting Flesh: dead squirrel    Sewage/possible sulfur spring 

Decomposing leaves    Food: in HWCC     Burnt rubber 

Gas from lawn mower    cat feces and urine 

 

Tastescape: 

Beer Cans     Ice cream      Donuts 

Pizza      Coffee 



 

Things not often mapped: 

Street Name Signs 

 

Psychoscape: 

Dismayed   Calm   Wimpy   Sad   Bored  Hungry 

Affronted   Amused, thirsty relaxed   intimidated!

 

Jason Emery and Sara Keys 

Dr. Krygier 

Exercise 1  

 

The focus of our route was mainly off campus, because only a small portion of the route was actually on OWU property.  This 

exercise, at first, seemed like it was going to be boring and pointless, but in the end, we both learned a lot about the areas surrounding 

campus.  We decided to split the work in half, Sara mapped the tastescape, the not often mapped, and the psychoscape.  Jason mapped 

the soundscape, the smellscape, and the touchscape.  We both went out and walked our route together, jotting down data as we walked 

through parks, peoples yards, neighborhoods, schools, etc.  It was interesting exploring the other parts of town, but it was also 



difficult.  Being a residential area, most of the homes had fences in their yards, so we chose to not jump them, especially if there were 

people around.   

Once we went out on our walk, we began to realize that this project was both fun and informative.  We both learned that maps 

do not just have to tell you where certain streets or buildings are; they can also tell you what areas smell like or the different sounds in 

a certain area.  These senses are very interesting to map, because they differ from place to place.   

!



 

 

 

OUR PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY MAP 
 

Veronica Malencia and Ceciley Bigler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Dotted Line indicates where we had to refigure our path a bit. It was a lot 
more difficult than one would imagine to enter Blue Limstone Park from any way 
besides the actual enterance  



 

 

 

 

SOUNDSCAPE: a documentation of noises 

1 

POINT SOURCE SOUNDS 
 

    dog barking     running water, dripping water     men chatting                
   train                   drive thru chatter                        laundry                                 
   lawnmower       noisy air conditioning                 squawking crow      

GENERAL SOUNDS 
 

 cricket, locust noises most prevalent 
 

traffic noises most prevalent 

NOTE: The stronger the color the more noticeable 
(whether because of uniqueness or volume) the sound 
was 
 

2 



Notes on experiences: 
 
Photo 1… overwhelmed by sounds. Between the weedwacker, lawnmowers, cars and construction noises we got completely 
distracted        and almost got hit by a car 
 
Photo 2    dripping water. We were walking around shortly after a rainstorm, so water noises were prevalent and added another 
layer of sounds 



               

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SMELL SCALE 
 
 
Best ------------------------ neutral---------------------- Worst 

Specific Smells 

1 – musky, wet leaf smell 

2 – rotting garbage, and fertilizer 

3 – skunk 

4 – vegetables, mulch and compost 

5‐ fresh cut grass 

6‐ overwhelming fragrance of flowers 

 

SMELLSCAPE 







 
 

3

 

4

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 2 

PSYCHOSCAPE 

Purple – intrigue, areas that sparked my curiosity 
1. chairs on the porch roof. Star gazing? Porch party? 
2. house covered in birdfeeders 
4.   interesting looking truck just hanging out in their yard. 
Lawn art? 

Red – out of place 
  Top left – where we got yelled at for looking around in 
someone’s backyard 
  Far right – intimidating signs and fences made us feel 
unwelcome  
Orange – comfortable, homey 
  Residential side of campus, probably the only time we fit 
right in 
Blue – at ease, peaceful, relaxed 
  Relatively quiet, friendly neighborhood 
Yellow – happy, comfortable 
  Blue Limestone Park and the garden near Sanborn brought 
back childhood memories and were delightful to visit 
Green – exciting, adventurous 
  3. decided not to let fences keep us from our path 
 



  

 

     American Flag                   Satellite Dish 
            OSU Flag 

 

Note: Flag sighting were recorded on  9/14/09 
Interesting  Observation: Neighborhoods with tons of 
American Flags in contrast with neighborhoods with few  

MAPPING ITEMS SADLY OFTEN LEFT UNMAPPED: 
we identified all of the American Flags, OSU Flags 
and Satellite Dishes along our route 
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