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Gentlemen: 

We are pleased to submit herewith our preliminary 
report on the Economic Base, Population and General Land 
Use within the Columbus urban area. 

These are studies which are fundamental to the present 
planning program as well as to additional phases of the 
comprehensive plan which are expected to be completed later. 
The types and amounts of basic local employment, trends in 
industrial development and trade, and other economic factors 
and future prospects will determine the size of the future 
community and ita dominant characteristics. The amount and 
location of this future population as well aa the general 
arrangement and extent of concomitant land uses will 
determine the basic pattern of the future comgunity. Con
sequently, this is one of the most important portions of 
the current planning program, lt is recommended that the 
findings and conclusions contained herein be carefully 
studied by local officials, organizations and citizens. 

We wish to acknowledge the cooperation and assistance 
received from many local sources in the preparation of this 
report. We are particularly grateful to the staffs of 
your Commissions for their helpful assistance and cooperation 
and to the Columbus Chamber of Commerce for supplying much 
statistical data. We are indebted also to ar. Harrison Sayre 
of your Commission for much of tho material concerning the 
past history of planning in the Columbus area. Several 
State Departments also furnished valuable data and assistance. 
This cooperation suggests opportunities for substantial 
accomplishments from the planning program especially if it 
can be extended through citizens' organizations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Wan has always been a gregarious creature, partly 
perhaps because he found it advantageous to cooperate with 
his fellows for their mutual protection, or to pool their 
individual talents and to carry on trade. From early 
civilization men have gathered in cities !or such protection, 
for trade, or for conducting myriad other commercial, indus
trial, and specialized activities such as those of the 
present day. For centuries also, men have dreamed of 
building tho ideal community wherein order, utility and 
beauty would be combined. 

The early city came into being, and the modern city has 
grown large primarily because it has performed an important 
economic, cultural or social role in tho region around it 
and in the country as a whole. So great bas been this 
growth in total population and so extensive the urban area 
that the largo city of today is a complex organization of 
buildings, utilities, streets, bridges, transportation and many 
other facilities necessary for its successful functioning. 

American cities in general--with a few notable exceptions 
such as Washington, D.C.--have developed without the benefit 
of a preconceived plan. While many of tbe original plots 
were laid out with wide streets and evon with considerable vision 
and unity of design, these original settlements were generally 
quite small. They have subsequently been expanded ten-fold 
and a hundred-fold by means of multitudinous additions, seldom 
well related, often completely unrelated to each other and 
to tho community as a whole. Thus, tho city bas tended to 
develop into a patchwork of separate, heterogeneous "addi tiona" 
rather than to follow a definite, well-ordered design. 

The value--even the necessity--of coordinating and guid
ing public improvements and services and those private building 
activities has been recognized only within the current century. 
The rapid population growth of most American cities, their . 
traffic and housing problems, the increasing costs of munic1pal 
government brought about by an over-widening urban area and 
over-expanding public service demands, all have brought into 
focus the imperative need for development and redevelopment 
in accordance with a predetermined, comprehensive community 
plan, 
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While Columbus bas been not without interest in direct
ing its future (as early as 1904 Mayor Robert H. Jeffrey 
appointed a planning commission of outside experts and a 
commission of local citi~ens was appointed by Wayor Thomas 
in the 1920's), it was only in the last decade or so that 
the city and county reactivated or established new agencies 
for this purpose. These agencies recogni~e that neither 
pressing immediate problems nor questions concerning the 
desirable future growth can be effectively resolved without 
a master plan. It would place in proper perspective nnd 
balance nll phases of public and private development and all 
aspects of physical growth. 

The plan described in the sections which follow is 
intended as the framework for and basic portions of a 
master plan. It is not, however, intended to include all 
subjects or all detailed analyses that would comprise a 
complete plnn. Local conditions and needs make it icperative 
that the dntn and plans contained in the current study be 
available during the s~er of 1954. Consequ~ntly, th1s 
part of tho plan contains certain basic data and studies 
which nrc fundamental to all phases of tho plan. Some of 
the physical phases will be studied in detail while others 
will receive only such consideration as will insure soundness 
of the local redevelopment program. Any phases now receiving 
only partial or no consideration can be completed in a 
later program without any duplication of the present studies. 

Scope and Objectives of the Plan 

The physical city consists of countless structures of 
various si~es and kinds--dwellings, factories, stores, 
churches and the like--as well as streets, utilities, 
transportation and public facilities required for circulation 
or service. The master plan is simply their scheme of 
arrangement in the cocmunity. Uore specifically the master 
plan consists of a set of coordinated and interrelated plans 
for building and land uses, streets and thoroughfares, 
schools parks and recreation areas, utilities and the 
various' other clements which make up the physical community. 

Because of the aforementioned time limits imposed and 
the urgency of certain elements of the plan, the current 
planning pror,ram for Columbus will consist of the following 
studies and plans: 
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(1) Economy and Character of th~ Area 
(2) Population Growth and Distribution 
(3) General Land Uses 
(4) Major Streets and Parking 
(5) Schools, Parks and Recreation 
(6) Sewers, Water and Utilities 
(7) Housing and Redevelopment 
(8) Transit 

Tho first three of these are fundamental to the entire 
planning program and will be treated in such detail as to 
serve as a basis for any subsequent planning studies which 
may bo undertaken. Likewise, major stroots, schools, parks 
and recreation will receive detailed study. The other phases 
will be considered from the standpoint of their present 
adequacy and especially as to bow they supplement the 
initial redevelopment projects. 

The Area Covered by the Plan 

Tho present Columbus urban area comprises bnside the 
central city, a number of contiguous or nearby incorporated 
places including Bexley, Grandview Heights, and Upper 
Arlington and most of the adjoining townships. Irrespective 
of political boundaries and jurisdictions, these are inter
dependent parts of the same metropolitan community and each 
must be accorded its appropriate place in a unified design 
for the community as a whole. 

In order to prepare a comprehensive plnn for the Columbus 
area, it is necessary to estimate the approximate limits of 
the future urban pattern. This estimate is based on the 
assumption that measures will be adopted to encourage the 
filling in of undeveloped areas as described in the section 
on Population so as to foster a better balanced and compact 
future community. For purposes of the present planning 
program, an area of about 180 square miles has been considered 
as the extent of the Columbus urban area by 1980. The 
present area of urbanization embraces some 82 square miles. 

Preparation of tbe Plan 

Preparation of the comprehensive plan involves tbe 
assembly and analysis of factual data and information con
cerning existing conditions and trends dealing witb the 
various subjects to be covered. From the findings, plans 
and recommendations will be drafted to show how tho Columbus 
community should be developed and improved during the next 
twenty to thirty years. From time to time meetings will bo 
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held with the Planning Comoissions and their staffs to 
discuss the findings, conclusions and proposals, both to 
acquaint these agencies with progress of the work and to 
offer opportunities for suggestions and critical appraisal 
during the formulation of the plan. 

Major Objectives of the Columbus Plan 

The plan for the Columbus area will be designed to 
encourage and promote the development of a good community -

An area that is a convenient and inviting place in which 
to live and work -

An area in which the basic activities of commerce and 
industry are afforded good sitos and good community facilities 
so that they can be conducted efficiently and profitably -

An area which is so well arranged and compactly built 
that good transportation and all other comcunity facilities 
can be supplied at economical cost -

An area which affords acple opportunity for education, 
recreation, and the satisfaction of cultural requirements -
and especially one which has attractive residential neighbor
hoods and all the community amenities so that new business 
and manufacturing plants will continue to find this a good 
location. 

Citizen Participation 

The success of the planning program will depend to a 
large degree upon (1) public awareness of local problems 
and needs, (2) widespread public knowledge and understanding 
of the solutions and recommendations offered in the plan, 
and (3) continued support of citizens in carrying out the 
plan. Citizen participation and the strengthening of 
public support can be achieved through the activities of 
many existing civic organizations, and especially by the 
creation of citi=ens' cocmittees to study and advise upon 
each phase of the plan. 

Public understanding and support of the plan are of 
such importance that this must be considered a major part 
of the planning program. It is the responsibility of local 
authorities to keep the citizens informed of the fi~d~~gs 
and proposalR of eacb phase 0! thebpl~~·bou~~~c~~m~u:li~~zed 
of major parts of tho plan, t ey s ou ams ublic talks 
by newspaper articles, radtio a:dy !~i~r~~ns ~i~izeos will be 
and distribution of repor s. 
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afforded an opportunity to become familiar with the various 
proposals before public hearings are held. They should be 
encouraged to express their views at such public bearings 
held by the Planning Commissions before any phase of the 
plan is officially adopted. These procedures will encourage 
the widest possible participation of the citizenry in the 
preparation and carrying out of the plan in accordance with 
democratic processes. 
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PAST PLANNIKG IN COLU~US 

I t was in the administration of tho thon thirty year old 
~ayor Rober t H. Jeffr ey, just fifty years ago, that Columbus 
t ook i nitial action to have a syste~atic plan prepared for 
the gui dance of the ci ty's future growth, This was the result 
of a series of meet ings extending over a period of two years , 
and c ul minated in t he appointment in December, 1904, of the 
first Columbus Park Commission to plan for the beautification 
of t he city , That 18- man Commission exercised broad and 
progr essive vision and realized the difficulty of planning 
park s wi thout planning the city, As a result, two yoars lat er 
the Commission successfully initiated bringing into existence 
the first Columbus Plan Commission, A book cont aining the 
recommendat ions of this early commission was published i n 
Febr uar y 1908, While many of these recommendations exhibited 
c onsi derable vision--among them were proposals for arterial 
highways , including a belt line surrounding the city and a 
system of parks- -they were not deeply drawn from the thinking 
of tho city and were not systematically followed, 

The first permanent Col~bus Planning ComDission was 
appointed by Mayor JaBes J , Thoaas in 1921, with the ~yor as 
chairman and five other combers. For the first two years 
t his commission met regularly and often made field trips to 
investigate parks, playgrounds and other city needs, Their 
r ange of interests was broad, embracing grade crossings, river 
c ont amination , thoroughfares, golf coursee, street car service 
and t he relocation of municipal and Federal buildings. 

In 1922 , after City Council had appropriated the money 
for t his purpose from gener al funds, the commission engaged 
the services of ~lr . Robert H. Whitten of Cleveland, a planning 
consultant and a full-time zoning engineer and dr aftsman were 
empl oyed, 1 With their help, a zoning map and ordinance were 
drawn and after submission to tbe City Council, they were 
o ffic ially adopted on August 6, 1923, 

For the next twenty years following adoption of zoning, 
act ivi t ies of the Plan co~ission were allowed to lag, cons1st 
i ng chiefly of the review of detailed changes in the zoning 
or di nance Except for the consideration in 1928 of a Wain 
Th hf • re Plan "in incocplete fora" and a few other things , 
li~~~~gwa: dono, and in 1932, at tho depths of the depression 
t he appropriation for support of the planning staff was 
s tricken from the budget. 

in tho closing years of World Wnr II that planning 
It was i i Columbus began to revive, largely 

interest and activ ty nt iversal realization of the need 
as a result of tho almos un ects to avert a depression. 
for postwar planning of1~~~k~h~~o'l:ode 3 Franklin County 
Under authority of thef 1 mombors'was appointed in 1943, 
Planning Commission o e even 
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This commission with the i of the Chamber of eo a d and cooperation of committees 
others, eneaged in aU:~:e, the Metropolitan Committee, and 
with the needs and welfarev~i~~Y of activities concerned 
the growing county Acong th 8 rural and urban areas of • ese were: 

(1) Adoption of an 
City and County. 

Official Highway Plan for the 

(2) Drafting, with the help of the U S D t Agriculture of • • epar ment of 
d 

• a comprehensive recommendation for a new 
pro uce market. 

(3) Sponsorship of the Metropolitan Park commission. 

(4) Cooperation with the city, the State Highway 
Department and the Bureau of Public Roads in an origin 
and destination traffic survey. 

(5) Development with the aid of special consultants of 
a general plan of expressways and main feeder roads. 

for 
the 

(6) Aid in the development of plans and recommendations 
ezteneion of the existing sewerage systems covered by 
1945 bond issue. 

(7) Preparation of a revised code governing land sub
division, 

and 
(8) Current development of a general plan for sewer 

water services for metropolitan Columbus, 

The planning commission was lareely responsible for 
the passage in 1947 of the State Rural Zoning Law, and with 
the support of the majority of the citizens in the rural 
sections, succeeded in securing zonin& protection in 16 of 
the 18 townships in Franklin County. This eives it the 
distinction of being the most completely zoned county in 
the state. 

The City Planning Cocmission was without funds between 
1932 and 1944 when it was reactivated. Its finances were 
still relatively meager for several years, and it was only 
in 1950 that the present staff was established. Despite 
the lack of funds and a limited staff, however, the Commission 
engaged in a variety of activities directed particularly 
toward improvement of building and zoning practices in the 
city, For example, the City Planning Commission was in
strumental in securing the adoption of a new building code 
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in Columbus, and on at least two occasions has submitted 
to tha City Council recommendations for modernization of 
the text of the present zoning ordinance, Tho first of 
these was unsuccessful; the second is currently under 
consideration, The City Planning Commission and its staff 
also assisted materially in development of the present 
Columbus Zoo located in Delaware County. It bas cooperated 
with the Franklin County Regional Planning Commission in 
the exercise of subdivision control, development of the 
current expressway program, the sewer and water survey 
and other projects. Even though the City Planning Co~iesion's 
budget bas been increased somewhat since 1950, available 
funds are not yet adequate to provide the staff vbiob 
modern planning design and effective administration for a 
city of this size require. 

In 1950, tho County Planning Commission was reorganized 
sivin" place to a Regional Planning Commission which permitted 
representation of not only the rural areas but the City of 
Columbus and the other incorporated communities. This 
Commission is composed of thirty members, who in turn select 
an Executive Committee of ten to carry on and guide its 
activities and plans. These activities are county wide, 
including both urban and rural territory, and involve such 
major undertakings as the design, with the help of outside 
consultants, of a system of expressways to serve the Columbus 
urban area and the current sewer and water survey for the 
urbanized area, Construction of the first stage of the 
innerbelt expressway is now underway, The Commission 
recently finished a complete revision of its subdivision 
regulations. Special committees of the Commission have 
assisted Columbus and other Franklin County communities 
with the solution of a number of local problems such as 
the desirable use of the old Memorial Hall, and the commission 
and its staff have providod the liaison for v~ious joint 
studies or undertakings involving tbe cooperat1on of separate 
local agencies or committees, The commission bas also 
prepared and secured tbe adoption,witb the help of

8
local 

i or committees of master plans for baron 
township advTs yhi in addition to conducting preliminary 
and Blandon owns ps, 
master plan studies for four otbor townships. 

Civic Accomplishments 

and Franklin County can point 
The citizens of Columbus wblCh represent the results-

with pride to many improvo~en~:nning in this region. These 
direct or indirect--ofil~nstr~ted on Plate 1. 
are diagrammatically us 
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Amana tho major improvements in recent years have been 
the numerous additions to the public school system. Eighteen 
new elementary schools, costing more than $5,560,000 have 
been constructed under programs authorized under the 1945 and 
1952 bond issues, another new elementary school is under 
conet>·uetion and basic remodeling or substantial betterments 
have bean made in 31 other elementary schools, aggregating 
altogether about $10,734,000 expended on Columbus elementary 
schools. A new junior high school bas also been completed, 
along with the remodeling of seven othnrs, and a senior high 
school baa alRo been remodeled. Including the purchase of 
school sitos, site improvements, and echool construction, 
about $16,600,000 of tbe $18,000,000 school bond iesue6 have 
now been expended. 

Both the City of Columbus and Franklin County have 
constructed a &ubstantial amount of new sewera. Trunk 
sanitary sewers aggregating $1,500,000 wore built by the 
county to accommodate new developments along Olentangy River 
Road, in North Linden, Whitehall, and in Yarion and Franklin 
Townships. City sewer construction amountinJ to $3,000,000 
bas provided relief of overloaded main~ and made poasible 
the opening of new areas such as those at tbe north ed'e 
of the city. 

Other city improveoents include four new fire stations 
costing over $500

1
000 (including one fire station built 

with general funds); a new garbage incinerator, $200,000; 
sewage disposal plant, $2,000,000; and some $650,000 spent 
on the improvement of main thoroughfares. 

Additional county improvements include thos~ at the 
Benjamin Franklin and Alum Crest Hospitals , amounting to 
approximately $750,000; tbe new and nttrnctive F~anklin 
County Children's Home on Frank Road, $1,250,000, tho . 
Veterans' Memorial, $4,500,000; and the Court House Add1t1on 
on south HiSh, $1,500,000. The Veterans' •temorial under 
construction north of Central High School on We9t Broad 
Street is located within tbe area along tbe Scioto long 
regarded as desirable for a future civic c~nter, a~d tbeb. h 
Court House addition is an attractive modern struc ure w 1C 
has provided much needed new county office space. 

ln addition to fin~cing the new8sc~~!d~~n~~~~~t~~~ 
already described, the 1~5~ b~nd !:~umo~e than $8,000,000 
the improvement of Port 7oO~O~sFranklin County) for the 
($5,850,000 citY and $1, 0 't of the new expressways and 
city-county share of thedc~s the initial construction program. 
feeder ronde contemplate P nt Columbus i s presently under 
Tho new control tower at or im rov.,,.unts include th" Long 
construction. The expresswayd a~d Third street viaducts 
Street extension and the fl\!0~: innerbelt syntom. Com;trnction 
which constitute parts os t t intorchaoso is now undorway. 
of the Sandusky-spring tree 
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GEOGRAPIIlCAL CIIARACTEIIISTIC8 

Location 

Tbe locatloa of a clt7 baa a coaaiderable influence oo 
1 ta pow'tb aDd clevelopaent &ad upon 1 ta dos• nant cbaracter
lat.lca. Tbe clt:y ' a relation to topoc:rapbic reat.-.e sucb 
aa .cMat.a1D8 or lowlude, wttb respect to watera , D&Yil&ble 
and otherwise, to natural reaourcea and to otber oitiea 
1Df'lueacea tbe extent ud tJPO of 1ndustriali&at1oa, tbe .oet 
ecaec-lcal ...... of tl'aaeportation, tbe shape ot tbe urbanized 
area aad tbe dtatrlbutton of lud uaee tberein. Tbeae factors 
-t be recc>CDi- iD a plallDiDII procraa 110 tbat -t 
ad9aatap MJ be takea of 'tboM featv .. wbicb are favorable 
aDd lntellll•nt aeaaurea orsantzed acatast tboae wblcb are 
uf..,orable. 

Por ColWDbue , tbe iiiPOrtaoce of geop-apblc cut.ralno
"'Dnot be overe.pbaaiaed. Tbe elte - ~&eel at &D 
early date a• be•iaC proaia1Ac ~ibilities as a .. ttl-.egt. 
Luaa• SUlliYaot platted tbe Villace of Jr&DkliDtoD at Cbs 
coatlaeace of the Scioto and Oleatuo Riftra Ul 1797 aa tae 
ftret - to be laid out 1D tbe Scioto Valley oortb of 
CbUUootbe. Ralf.....,y betw"D Lake Erie llDcl tbe Oblo Rher 
- oo a priaeipal route of ... cward aicrattoa, rn.ltl1A 
eo-ty - aettled 110 rapidly tbst 1t beca .. a atroDC fnorit" 
for tbe locatloD of tbe seat of Obio go.er-nt. ClD Februry 
20, 1810, tbe ceaeral a•-ly ruled tbet tbe oapitel ~d 
be 80t ..-. tllaD 40 ail .. tro. tbe og a~D enter of 'tbe State. 
za ... nUle, tbeD tbe c:apitel, aDd CbUUootbe, tbe foraer 
oapital, _.. tbU8 eUaiaated, but a Bite OD tbe eut -
of tbe Scioto opposite Jr&DkliDtoD offered by LJDe 8tarl1DI 
ud a p-oup of aNOCiat- - f1D&lly accepted. By 1816 tbe 
ttrat oapitol- erected aad occupied aDd Col- been 
1ta bietor)' u a state oapital priaoipally beca...., of tta 
ceatral locat10D witb1D Obio. 

•·trr•toae aad cl•J• __.. Deu"bJ to ..-.. aa building 
ua-t.al• , &Del tbe laDd ~ .. tbe tow1a proored rich for 
farala&. aczawer. lackillc a deep r1YeJ" , ace- to forelp 
- d:ld aot -. •• readily aY&Uable uatU Col-. na 
--to tbe Oblo Caaal by a la-al -letad 1a 1831. 
117 1.834 tbe - bad cr- ... tttoieDtly to be iaeorporated 
u a o:l ty llDcl - becaae a bub for - aDd etace roads 
- tbe tradlq -- of c.,.tral Oblo. At- 1850 .,_ tbe 
ra11raade to toe- a -lDI••t of trueport&Uoa wb1cll 
- t:l- Col_..... .....,ed by fhw railroads aDd tbrae a1rl1D-. 
Ae a J-tl- of fOUl' ClDUed Sta- bipwaya aDd auaol"._ 
oU:II" ~-1 ~. tbe city 1• alao MI'Yed by D:l .. bus 
u- Uld 73 -- fra:lpt 11Aea. 
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1be adY&~~tace• ot the Col\allbua u.rbaa area aa a 
diatrlbutloa potat for a large aad tmpor taat area of 
tbe UDit~ Stat .. beco.ea quic-ly appareat fro. rafereace to 
Plate 2. I t would be difficult to fled a citJ .ore 
centrally located amoog ao •ay luce ceotere of populat1oa 
aDd 1nduatr1al wealth. Furtber •or e, the geoloatc place .. at 
of oree aad coal wt tbla the Un1 ted Statea ta aaeu.ruoe tbat 
tbe area which iocludea Col~bua (w1tb1o the boundary of 
Pltteburl, Buffalo, Detroit , 111DDeapol1a, &Ad st. LOuie) 
wtll r ... to a .ajor 1oduatr1al ce~ter of the natioo. It 1a 
tbie ceDtrallty of l ooatloc wblcb tbe pla• aaat fullv utlllae 
~ •·..-. that tbe urbao area develope to ita full poteot1al1tieB 
aa a diatrlbutloa center for aortb ceatral United Statea &Dd 
aa a cultural aad eovero.eatal center tor the State of Ohio. 

Topoaraphy 

TopoiJ'apb1oally tbe Columbus area uy be descrl- •• 
a .. DtlJ rolliDI plaiD witb tbe .oat proalDeDt Datural 
relief feature• provided by the rivera and oreeka. Ia 
addition to tbe So1oto aad OleDt&DIY R1•er• wblch Join near 
ita ceat.r, tbe city ia bordered OD tbe eaat by Bil WalDut 
Cr-, wblle aDotber etrea~t--Alua cr--- aleo flows eoutbWard 
betw .. D Bill WalDut aod 8J.1b Str .. t, PraDioUD Couct y ie 
partly bordered OD the west by Darby Cl'ee- which flOWS 
eoutbeaetwardly tbroucb the COUDtJ and eveDtually ite 
ntere join tbo .. of tbe other .,.. .. -. flow1q -tb io 
tbe SCioto. At aD ele.at1oo approxleatiDI 780 feet 1D tbe 
_..., ... dilltrict, tbe city actually Uee at the ceoter of 
a bor-aace-Bba~ -1 o.,.D to tbe eoutb, aDd foraed by a 
rial of bille wbiob ri .. soae 400 feet abo•• tbe boeiDeee 
dlatrict at a dist&DCe of 10 to 15 allea. 

&xcept for tbe yery heDioe of the ri•ere and creeu, 
- ot tbe "'-apbic feature• ooDDected witb thea le 
eo allrllpt •• to preclude de .. l-Dt of any Uod. Tbe 
llllld elopee .... -llJ - to tbe floor of tbe Scioto 
Yell., wblob i e quite flat acd variee io width troa oDe 
to - 1111... Certaio ...... oloeely bouDdiDI t he ri•er• 
lllld prlaolpal or- are subject to tloodlal at 1001 
1a-.a1e eod eo ban ..-io~ .aoaat or - for all'lculture. 
Ia IIDeral. boWe.-r. ao real deterrent to deYel~Dt baa 
raaul~ trca danlft of tlood1q. Tile draiaa .. patt.ro ie 
- -~ bJ tbe tour priacipal etreaae IHDtloced abon , 
all n-1a11 toward tbe eoutb aDd all .,eotuallr Jo1Dlall wltb 
tile llclloto. Baob of t- etr- baa DUMroue tlowiDI or 
la~tt.at tr1buter1ae to tbe eaet aDd ... ,, ell of wblob 
prowidee eood tall aad aa opportuo1tr for relativelJ uc-
.... Uee~ ..... u, eaaltarJ acd etora- ept-. 
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!\one of tho stroaa valloys has oucb dotiles on to 
completely govorn location ot railro~db. Tho region is 
goncrftlly flO flnt that railrondA can, nod do , onter th<' 
city from all directiona without rogard tor river vnlloys 
other tbnn that of the Sototo oonr the downton are:l. Rero 
the rnilroads have .located eloso to tho river nnd with then 
have coce 1nduatr1oe to fora a wide belt through the contPr 
ot tho city. 'I'he t\.l.moet total absence of prollioent relief 
f'eaturos and natural physical bnrriera to the north nod aouth-
nod to tho east and west one• the rivers and creeka bave 
boen bt•idged- -hfts porm1ttcd no uninhibited sproad of urban 
dovelopcent. to gonoral, sites nay boas easily developed 
for industrial as for roeidontinl usc--a tact much 1n 
evidence. So ouch available flnt land bas bad the oftect 
ot placing a preaiua on the aligbtcat topographic irrcg:u.larity 
ns a a1te tor moro attractivo residential construction. 

The rivera nod crooks present tho eajor topographic 
problOmB so far ns tho Dlno is concerned. Abovo the Griggs 
and Intake Daas and abOV(It the Greenlawn Avenue Dao to tho 
junction witb the Olcotaogy, tho Scioto averages about ~00 
feet In widtb, although more thnn 1000 foot wide n.t some 
points. Where oot affected by dams tho Scioto is about 
200 teet wide. Both tho Scioto and the Olentangy fora 
dofitd to western boundaries to the two northern segments ot 
urban dovelop~oot ~od to~ethor with Alum aod Bi& Walnut Creeks 
;~,re lmporto.ut fnctoro in tho construction and loent1on of 
streots because crossings necessitate exponsivo bridges. 
Sinco nll etreots cannot cross the watereours~s the plan 
must promote n deairablO pattern of lnnd U69 nnd trans
portation by selecting logical crossings as a part of the 
QO.jor etroet system. 

Gcolop;y 

A 11oe of divi•lon between two types of undcrlyina 
strata rune rougbly north and south tbrouiJb Colutnbus. Tho 
counties to tho west are underlain by lJaostoncs and 
dolomites while those c~untios to tho east lio over Ohlo 
shales and sandstones. Most of Columbus .lies on tho bluck 
nnd gray 6halee in tho basal portion of tho Ohio shale, a 
smaller ve•tero portion of the c1ty tying on the Ootnwnre 
or ColuabuG llcostono torcations. These lim.catono fo1•umtions 
outcrop in n broad bolt 10 to 25 milos in width extending 
from oorthwcstorn Ptckawny County through most of tbe w~~to1·n 
half of Franklin County and north all tb~ r.ny to Lake Erie. 
The value of this lir!lcstone for building etono and aggr~gntcs, 
glass aaking, cheaicals, ballast and limo, and especially 
for ootallurgicnl fluxstooe has resulted io oxtena1ve local 
quarrying operations. 
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The geotoatc ebaraot or of the eurtace of tbe Coluabu• 
region te largely tbe reeult of two great glacial i ce sheet • 
which paeaed ovor much of Ohio in the recent geolostc paet. 
Aa would a treat trowel, tbeee 11acier s ground down t he 
billa , plouabed up the surface, chanced t he draioaae pattera 
aod left behind quaattttea of debrle. Tbe r eaton was 
leveled eo that no billa or valleya ar e left t o t•pede 
urban de•elopoent. Tbe underlying rocks were around up 
and mixed on the surface along with the depoaits of tbe 
alaolera tbeaaelvea ao that the aoils t o t he west contain 
consider able a.ounta of llee and are exceptionally r ich tor 
f~tog. Tbe troweling acti on tended to fill up the valleye 
with loose matorlals of ctaolal or111o, but at placea wber e 
tbe umderlyiag rocks ••r • blah, the cover1D¥ may be ver y 
tbln . Tbe a t ream beda t hroucbout the region cootalo cravelly 
to .. , either depoaited aa outwaah f r oa the moltiDI ice 
aboet or deposi ted directly on tbe aurface , much ot wblcb 
la of a quality to be eo ... roially useful as a source of 
•1cr•eatea. Tbe wester n balt of Franklin County cootaine 
qU&Dtities o f alaoial drift olaya uaeful 1n tbe ceramic• 
lnduatry , •• are tbe M1aa1aa1pplan and Devooian abalea lo 
the east. 

I t i& evidsot t bat t be gQology of tbe Columbus regioo ie 
iapor taot to tbe plao firat eitb r espect to t be pr e .. ace of 
nat ural resources which will bolater the ecoooay of t be 
r egtoo and to a certain degree deter.doe tbe trpe of economi c 
baae to be expect ed, and aecond wit b respect t o placinc of 
tbe actual pbJaical ele .. nta of the plan tor tbe urban ar ea. 
Tbe pr eaeoce of ceramic materlala , llmeatooea and co..erclally 
u .. ble gravels will provide -lo,..ot for .. oy illbabi taot a 
ebilo tbe proxiaity of ricb farm laod wi ll pr"fide food to tbe 
cit y and lncoae t r oa trade wltb tbe taraera o t be reston. 

Locat ion of tbe pbyaical el ... ota of tbe plao wi ll be 
iofl ueDCed lo .. ver al waye. The moet obvious of tbeee la 
tbe account ebicb .uet be takeo of t be vaet quarry bolee aod 
aravel pits a l oog tbe Sci oto River . These exoavati oaa 
coostitute .. n-.. cle barriere to tbe locatioo of e treete and 
otber pbyei cal f acilities and cont i nuity of clevelop.eot 
al-t equal t o t be aatural pbyeical barriera-- tbe rivera. 
Io otber parts of tbe couuo1 ty tbe looae e1D'face clepoai ta 
over tbe baae rocl<e are eo tbio tbat l arge l o t areas are 
oeceaeary to per mit safe individua l d1epoaal of ...... io 
t bo abeeace of a .uoicipal aewer a1e eyatea. Purtbarmore, 
tbe aature aod .aoner of dopoaitioa of roo1o1ic fora.t i oas 
aad chaogee wrouabt duriDC aubeequeat blst ory, i e part icul arly 
!aport&Dt 1o deterainiac tbe quant ity, qualit J aDd &Ya1l ab111t J 
of wat er , vital to tbo life of tbe cit y aod i nfluent ial 1a 
tbe pa t terD of 1t e de velopment . 
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Water 

At preaeot tbe principal avpply of wat er is obtained 
from aur faoe streama,~be quantity depeodtaa on r a1o1all or 
eaow r uu-off and the area of tho draioaao basta above the 
reaervolr or intake. OD the baeia of aoveral recent eur••Y• 
aad anticipated population growt b, tbe minimum annual average 
f l ow of t be Sci oto ia sufficient to aupply tho co-.ua1t7'B 
doaeatlo and laduatrial needs for several decades. Local 
sbort aaea may be over come by provision ot additioaal atoraae 
and dletrlbutloo facilltloa. However, the trend toward 
tacreaat oc uae of wator by industry, tho eKPeCted crowtb of 
t be city , and the ,reat expeoae of provldinl addi t ional 
artifici al storage capacity make i t desirable t o 1nYeat118te 
all possible sources of supply. 

A source of aupply wblob as yet baa not received the 
eateae1Ye inweetil&ti oa merit ed by ite impor tance ia g.rouod 
wat er , for the l ocati on aad quantity ot grouad watera wi l l 
1aflueace tbo pattern aa well aa the over-all arowth of the 
city by i ndicat i na t he ext ent to which additional laraa 
co....era of water aad eapecl ally industri es, may be supported 
by tbe Columbua reaion. 

Some sround wat er i a obt ainable fro. t he r ocks tb .... lYee , 
depeadlDI oo a •arlety of factors iacludi n& the t ext ure of 
tbe r ocka aad tbe eaae of circulat ion alooa beddlaa plaoea 
and joints. Tbus, tbe 11 .. atoaea lyiac 1eaerally weet of 
tbe Scioto River •ay be expected to produce up to 0.3 •1111oa 
aallODB per dayl , bat .UCb depeada OD tbe locat10D Of t be 
wells aod deep drilling may produce brine or oulpbur water 
or both . The ebales to tbe eaat are coaelder ably l oaa pro
ductift. Tbe Coluabu region ie fortunate, however, 1n coa
t aloi aa aumer oua ara•oll y depoeite which act •• .or e effecti ve 
r e..-woiz'a of arouod - ter. -...r or within the urban area 
are tbe coureea of sever al ancient s treaae wbo" 9al leJ• WU"e 
fil l ed witb drift by tbe clacier s . Tbeae depooit a coooi s t 
of outwasb cravela and t i l l compnoed of rocts of ..ar 
different s1aee ranging fro. boul der s down to oilt and clay. 
ODe of t beae valle ys is preoent in t he east e r n part of the 
c i ty and t r aces nortb tbroulh Wort biactoo. Tbe dept b of fill 
ftl'l .. fro. 100 t o 200 foet and locally bears lU"aa -pliee 
of water as evidenced by tbe cltJ' e Nelson load ftlle now 
capable of producl ac up to eight aillion gal lon• per day for 

lBa•ed on dat a furnished bJ tbe Obio D1v1ei oD of Wat er , 
i n cooperatiOD witb tbe Uai ted StateR Geol ogical Surve,.. 
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at lonet pnrt of tho yaar. Another such bur!ed valley 
lies a tow milO& aoutb of the city in which toAt wolla 
lndicnto no oven sroator potential yield. A different 
typo of doposlt coasieting of a wido nrcn of anod and 
grnvol covorod by till lies just south of the city be
tween itn boundary nud Nillin~s Rond nnd nppcnrA capable 
Of producing UP to 0.6 milliOn aallons per day. 

tlonlly l:u-ao supplies , those in oxconB of n million 
g:allons por dny for sustained pumpin" , con only be oJ~tpccted 
whoro a f(rl\VOlly dopos1 t of sufficient aizo 18 crooscd by 
n tlow1DI atrona eo that tho acquifer way cay bo recharged . 
This favorable combination of circumstancoe occuro most 
troquontly to tho eoutb of tho city nlong tho Scioto River 
and along Alum and Blg Walnut Creek& and alao along Darby 
crook noar Darbydalo and Har risburg so tbat lnveattgatloos 
tor auoicipal and largo industrial aupplioe Duet bo centered 
boro. Ovor-all goolog1e conditions do not, bowevor, in
dicate any sucb vast supplieS as are ava1l3ble 1o the Dayton 
area, for examplo, and even in an area •here conditions 
are aoat favornblo there oay be deposita of clay wbieb 
produce no water at all . Witb tbe oxceptioo of those few 
difficult spots, it may be said, novertbolesa, tbat the 
entire aron of Franklin County is copnblo of producing 
ground waters in auff1cicnt quAntity to supply on individual 
dwollin; if tho Ol7mor chooses to dig n woll, wb1Cb would , 
of courao, rosult in a wide se~ttoring of roeidoncoe . 

It io nn unfortuna t e fact thnt tho Scioto Vo.l'Lcy nortl\ 
of Colunbus, now tho source of surtaeo aupplios , contn1ns 
fow gravolly deposits t o act as roaor voirs to roplonish 
strcno flow in tbe s ummer oonths . Ouring tho su~mor , l i t t l e 
of tho roinfnll cnn be capt ured sinco most of it evaporates 
or 18 used by plant,; befor e it can ranch tho 1c.njor streams. 
Thus, tho geology of the vall ey requires tho construction 
of moro and more can-~ade reservoirs to hold winter rain 
for aucnor use, and wben winter rain happen• to be part1cul~ly 
light, tho citY •aY oxperience a serious wator shortage 1f 
doaand increases core rapidly than rosorvoir capacity. A 
study is currently under~ay by public agoncios to detor a1ne 
tbe oxteot to wb1cb natural under ground reservoirs in 
other parts of the county aay be devolopod and around water 
usod to supplement surface supplies . Valuable as this will 
bo whon completed , it will not iosure auccoaa of each oew 
well ond auet be suppleoented by test dr1111n;. 



Climate 

The State of Oblo abowe areat variety lo clt.ate but 
la definitely in tho cooler part of the te•perate zone. 
Althougb tbere are ocoae1oaal extreaea of beat, cold, rain 
or aaow and drought, the climate of the Ooluabua regloa la 
good tor agriculture, otfera DO bandtcap to tnduatry, and 
ta generall y tnvtaorattna. The avera1e te.perature tor 
Coluabua ia 1953 waa :14, 2 dell'"• Fabl'aobeit, a little 
warmer than the lonatt•e average of 63.1 decrees, aad .erJ 
near the averace tor tbe atate (wbero yearly avera1e 
teaperaturea range froa 29.2 decree• to January to 73. 7 
deer"• for July). Locally tben are aboat 40 iDobea of 
raiafall a year with a 15 iDob rua-off, wblcb, if properly 
coaaerved, abould be auftiotent for ozpaodlng do.-attc 
and 1nduatr1al needs. 

The influence of winds oa tbe d1etr1but1oa of .-oke 
ta a factor to be conaldered in the location of tnduatry, 
but one which _, be expected to reduce to coaaequeDCe •• .ore 
ioduatriea, eepecially railroada, abandon coal ae a tuel and 
aa tbe deYelop.eat aad applioatiOD of ..oko aDd f .... ooatrol 
cleYices prop-eaa, No particular part of the C0l ... b ... arbaD 
area ia put at a special diaadvaata .. bJ wiada becauae wiad 
directioDa Y&ry ao greatl y from day to day and fro• place 
to place. llea811Z'ed fro• tbe t- of b111ldillll• iD tbe -
to.D area, '"preYailinl" wind direction for the period 1931 
to 1850 waa aoutb, but durillll a liYeD year wbea wiDcla bl-
froa tbe aoutb for tbe looceat period of ti .. at tb ... locatioaa, 
they .. , haYa blowa fro. tbe aortbweat for tbe loaceat period 
at tbe airport. Ia tbo auaaer t bor e ia very little wied 
ezcept that coDDected w1tb tbUDdor ator•, aad what wiad tbare 
ia .. , bo l ar .. ly clet ormiDod bJ local temper ature .ariatioaa. 
A WiDd wbicb blow. 111btlJ froa ODO diractiOD all day .. y 
cbaDCe ita dlreot ioa at Dilbt aa cooled air drai aa doWD 
toward tbe ceater of tbo topocrapbio bOwl ia wbiob tbe city 
Uoa, flOWiDI III'OWid local obataalea very ... ab a• -ld a 
etrea• o:r wtw. 

1'be P'HtHt daJIIIV to bealtb fro• ODDta••aatiOD of tbe 
at.aepbere r Hulta fr.,. lack of wiad wbicb pel'Uta a aoat1D
a~latioa of toxic air ia low placea. B11blJ variable 
riDd cl1rect10118 aad low wiad vel ocitlea , ao•U- a,...a11111 
oDlJ als 1111H aa bour for • ..,-ar -•tb, will require 
1a ... ucat1oa of particular iadu•trlal proposal• to deteral .. 
tbalr local effaot. 
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SUl:l!:l..ary 

Tho contral location ot tbo city with reepect to markets 
and raw aatertnle •111 be a principal aaeet to extetios 
1ndustr1os and n continuing incentive to tho location of 
new induetrtoo in tho Coluobus urban area. L1nd topographically 
suitable tor oither industrial or residootinl dovolopmoot 
is plentiful nltbough aooo oinor arena nro subject to flooding, 
sooo hnvo thin onrth covering over bnso 1•ock nnd local 
prooonco of 1ndustr1nl oinorals has resulted in dOOP qun.rry 
scars. JUvora and crooks which flow through tho urbAn nron 
roquiro adju~tmonts ot tho street pattern but at tho snmo 
tio~ provide ottrnctivo settings tor roerontion nod civic 
nroas. No phose of climate 1s a particular bnodtcap nod 
thoro ia auftie1oot rain to supply expanding urban wator 
noods and Rupport a prosperous agriculture in surrounding 
rural areaa. In general, nat.ural conditions favor a continued 
growth ot tbe eomaun1ty and present no serious problema to 
sound urban devolopcent. 
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ECOliO:.IIC BASE 

While somo cities bavo owed tboir bos1nn1n« to cbanee 1 

others to epocinl attractions or peculiar advnntnsee of tbc 
original site, the growth nod further dovelopoont of the 
initial cocmuoity have deponded in onch caae on tho economy 
nnd, to n loaeor extent upon social and culturnl nnpoct~ of 
tho nron. . 1-Tom tho standpoiot of f uturo dovolop•:~oot, t.ho 
e~ost i •JPOrtnnt considerations are tho oconooic functions 
of tho co• ... ounity und its potentinlitios for incroneod employ
mont. 'l'hua, tho futuro popula t i on of Coluobu s , tho kind of 
city it ia going to bo , the distribution nnd pnttorn of 
r oaidontial, industrial and other arona, nnd oven tho 
standard of living of its inhabitants will bo doter•:~inod 
ultimately by ito ecooooy . 

Ono of tho first stopG, thcroforo, in propar1na a plan 
for tho doelrable dovolopcent of tbo Coluabua co=muoity is 
an examination of tbo basic sources and type• ot ecploymont 
in the city, trends to such econoaie nctlv1t1oe, and tho 
prospects ot tho city for future growth . Appra1aa1 of the 
oeono•ie development and potential1t1oe of tho coaaunlty arc 
noco~sary oleo to provido a b~s1& for est1a~t1n& the amount 
of land that •111 be needed ~or business and industry aa 
woll os ree1dent1a1 land uGes and the general cbornctor and 
sizo of public to.c111t1es and services that will be required . 

Elnployn:ent 

Ltko all other cities ot cocparablo sizo in thi& section 
of tho co\mtry , Columbus has 1 t s l argost proportion ot 
eoployaont io onnufncturing. In 1950 , this netiv1ty 
cUtployod 25 poreont of tho l abor force of tho Coluobur. 
Wotropolitan Are~, wbieh ioeludes all of Franklin COunty . 
However, na shown in Table 2, m~nufacturina in Columbus 
utilizes by far the lowest per eontngo of tho labor force 
of aoy of tho largo Ohio cities. In 1950, oaoufaeturiog in 
Ooluobua was just barely ahead of either trade or sorvice 
1ndustrl08 individually, wbiJe in all tho other cities except 
Cincino4ti , eaoufacturiog eoployed a higher percentage than 
tb~so two 1nduatr1os coabined, and in Clnc1nnat1 a cooatdcrably 
higher pcrcOQtage were ccployed in aanufacturiDI than in 
ColumbuH. Alao of special significance ta tho coaparntivo 
employaeot in public adainistration or govorncont. With 
tbc single ~xcopt1on of Dayton , Columbus ccploya the largest 
per contngo in this cntcgory. This 18 explained tor Columbus 
by tho prcsonco of Obio State University a.nd tho vnr1ous 
gove romootal ngooeics c oonoct od with tho stRtO capita l --for 
Dayton by wright-Patter son Air Foree Base and its largo number 
of Podornl cmployeoa. 



Occup&tion Croup 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

Traosports:atton, 
Comaunication and 
Public Utiliiice 

No. 
'l. 

No. 
'J 

No. 

" Wholesale ~ Retail Mo. 
Trade '.\ 

Services No. 

Akron 

5421 
3,8 

69,817 
48 . 4 

9375 
6.5 

26,543 
18.4 

23,297 
16.1 
3859 

2.7 

s 
~blic Adaiotetratton Mo. 

' Fta.oce, Jnsuraoce • Mo. 3823 
Real Estate S 2.7 

All Otbers 

Total Employed 

No. 

' 
20i2 

1.4 

144,217 

Tllblo 2 

NUKB£R AND PERC~~TAGE 
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUPS 

Major Ohio Urbon1~~d Aro•8, 1950 

Cincinnati 

17.695 
5.5 

108,714 
33.4 

30,124 
9.3 

72,912 
22.4 

64,123 
19.7 

12,164 
3.7 

14,042 
4.3 

5599 
1.7 

325,373 

Clovolond 

29,280 
5.0 

236,886 
40.5 

so. 237 
8.6 

113.565 
19.4 

100,240 
17.2 

23,178 
4.0 

21,677 
3.7 

9176 
1.6 

584,339 

Coluobus 

9853 
5.6 

114,143 
25.0 

17,234 
9.7 

39,149 
22.2 

37.786 
21.4 

13,417 
7.6 

9519 
5.4 

5497 
3.1 

7 C1t19e 
Dayton Toledo YountUito•n Avorago 

5916 
4.2 

60,663 
42.9 

6555 
4 . 7 

24,880 
17.6 

22,122 
15.6 

15,481 
10.9 

3643 
2.6 

2119 
1.5 

6836 
·1. 6 

64.363 
43.3 

15,652 
10.6 

24,490 
16.5 

24,080 
16.2 
6159 

4.2 

3312 
2.2 

3597 
2.4 

4985 
4,1 

60,039 
49,8 

50,237 
8.6 

22,297 
18.5 

17,648 
14.6 
3374 

2.8 

2711 
2,2 

1394 
\.2 

4.7 

40.4 

8.0 

19.3 

17.3 

5.1 

3.3 

1.8 

176,658 141 , 379 148,489 120 ,640 

Sour co: 1950 Con• us , Genera 1 Char actor is tics , Ohio 
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Table 3 

EMPLOYM8NT BY INDUSTRY 
ANNUAL AVERAGES, 1947 - 1953 

Coluabus Metropolitan Area 

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
-- - - - - -

Coostruc::tlOD No. 11,893 13,293 14 ,ISO 14,821 17,366 13,975 14,982 

" 5.6 5.9 6.5 7.0 7.5 S.7 5.8 

llanutac::turlDI No. 61,793 64,492 57,249 ,. 29.0 28.5 26.4 
SU,715 621701 69,705 75,999 

26.6 27.1 28.5 29.3 

Public Utilitiew No. 17.508 18,747 18,367 19,777 20,738 21,444 22,113 

• Traaaportation '£ 8.3 8.3 8.5 9.3 8.9 8.7 8.5 

1fbolesale • Retail Trado No. 41,008 45,100 46,063 44,079 46,094 49,286 50,821 

' 19.3 19.9 21.2 20.7 19.9 20.1 19.6 

Ser vice Jndustr10R No. 41,920 41,558 38,5'19 34,132 37 '72.9 41,301 44 ,392 

'£ 19.7 18.3 17.7 16.0 16.3 16.9 17.1 

Public AdaiDistration Ro. 18,994 22,451 22.488 23,652 25,173 26,110 26,674 

'£ 8.9 9.9 10.4 11.1 10.9 10.7 10.3 

f inance, Insurance Mo. 10,260 10,757 10, S74 10,562 11,549 12.267 12,676 

• Real Estate s 4.8 4.8 4.9 4.9 5.0 5.0 4.9 

Mtsce lla neous llo. 9,438 10,044 9,627 9,455 10,273 10,864 11,494 

s 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.5 

TOTAL 212,814 226,442 217,067 213,193 231,623 244,952 259,1Sl 

source: 
nuainose Statistics Dooartmont, Columbus Cham~cr ol Co=merco 
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Table 2 also shows that Coluabus baa tho b1&hPat 
cocbioOd poreeotaao ~n trade and servleea, indlcatln& tho 
tcportance of the oity as a coacercinl cantor. Tbft 1950 ceosus 
of POpulation rovoaled that Coluabus bad the bltboat percentages 
of temnlo omployoes (nearly one-third of the total), aod of 
protosaional, technicnl and kindred workera, clerical and 
kindred workora, and sales workers. Those etBtistice 1od1cato 
a gonoral divoreity of eoploymoot and an econoaie bnso seldom 
seriously o.ffoctod by the violent ahifte of ooonom.y afflict-
ing •~tmy con·l"''un1t1os which havo bocooo oepoeially dependent 
upon n pnrtteulnr aogmont of their economy. 

l,lnto 3 graphicnlly illustrates tho proportiooo of 
employmoot io oach of the cajot· occupation groupe for 194.0, 
1950 ond 19&3. ~oat notable is the great incronao of 
=anutacturing employment which bas more than doubled ainco 
1940. All other g('oups show varied amounts of iocronso. 
construction reached a peak in 1951 and alunpod in 1952, a 
fact not illuatratod by tho plato, though 1953 finds it on 
the incroaae aaain. Tho actual figures on eoployaent tor 
1947 to 1953 aro sbown in Table 3 with the percentage of 
tho total force contained in each group. Any difference 
betweon Tables 2 and 3 aay be assianod to dit!crenco in area 
and eotbode of classification by the atatiat1cal ~goncies. 
Tradoa and services coobiood still exceed aaoufactur1n8 io 
total employment, but tba diffcreoco baa been narrowing 
rnpid1y 8ioce 1950 • 

Industrial Development 

T•~ougbout most of its history, Columbus remained tho 
coOII'lorcinl contor for central Ohio nnd tho govornocuto.l 
contor for tho State. Tbe industrial bnao wn.e important, as 
in most ln.rgo cities, but Columbus lnckod mnoy of tho 
characteristics usually associated with industrial cantors. 
During the past 13 years, however, tho Columbus aron bas 
experioncod uopreccdcnted industrial growth. From 1940 to 1950, 
Qanufaetur1og employment increased 73.0 poreant in Franklin 
County, whilo aanufacturing e~loyecnt in OhiO iocrGascd only 
43.2 percent. Since 1950, manufacturing eaployaont in 
Franklin County bas increased an additional 34.0 percent, as 
shown by tho average for 1953--a total inereaso over 1940 

of 131.8 porcoot. 
Thft four largest maoufncturing "roupa aro, in ordar of 

rank (1) tranoportation equipecnt, (2) tabr1entod getals, 
(3) ~achinory, and (4) tood aod kindred producte. As shown 
in Tab1o 4, fabricated metals dropped bobiod oachioery io 



Tnb1o 4 

ANNUAL AVERAGES OF INDUSTRIAL EWPL01M&~T 
8Y KAJQq CLASSIFICATIONS 1947 - 1953 

Colo~bu&, Ohio »etropolltan Area 

1947 ~ 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

- - - - - -
TraosportatioD &qul,.eDt "o. 5659 5092 4228 2992 7943 17,505 19,827 

,.. 9.2 7.9 7.4 5.3 12.7 25.1 26.1 

Fabrteated Metal• ""' 11,273 12,240 11,455 12,101 10,963 9857 12,627 

,.. 18.2 19.0 20.0 21.3 17.5 14.1 16.6 

•acb1oer7 
Mo.l0,554 12.635 l\ ,020 11,210 12 '219 11,997 12,410 

,.. 17.1 19.6 19.2 !9.8 19.5 17.2 16.3 

Pood • Kindred Product• No. 7986 8376 7993 7251 7379 7400 7490 

., 12.9 13.0 }4.0 12.8 11.8 10.6 9.9 

TextUee, Appere1 • Leotberllc. 7575 
7930 7265 6079 5383 5276 :J644 

,.. 12.3 12.3 !2.7 10.7 8.6 7.6 7.4 

Po per ,PriDtlDI • PubllsbiDC Jt>,3982 
3942 3596 4139 4298 4389 4805 

,.. 6.4 6.1 6.3 7.3 6.9 6.3 6.3 

PrW.rJ' Metal• No. 3318 3986 2579 2499 3664 3672 3119 

"' 
5.4 6.2 4.5 4.4 5.8 5.3 4.1 

Stone, CloJ • G1••• No. 3985 3028 2725 2732 2654 2535 2627 

., 6.4 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.2 3.6 3.5 

Cb_i.,..l• 
Mo. 1953 1813 2196 1935 1940 1906 1850 

~ 3.2 2.8 3.8 3.4 3. 1 2.7 2.4 

Luaber. wood Products, No. 1474 1331 1110 1037 1080 937 879 

Furniture • Fixtures 
., 2.4 2.1 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.3 1. 2 

Miscellaneous llanufacturing No. 4034 
4119 3082 4740 5178 4231 4721 

"' 
6.5 6.4 5.4 8.4 8.3 6 .1 6.2 

TOTAL 61.793 64,492 57,249 5 6 , 715 62.701 69,70~ 7~ . 999 
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1851 aod 1852 aad did aot pull ablad aatil Maroh, 1813. 
FlOIC_ti_ .....,......lq fro. 1847 to 1849 _.. - -tiJ' 
to ~cb la det- PI'D•cti•, re-'tOolliiC far alYlllaa 
soodol aDd paerd -~ adJ ... -au. A 1- poiat -
r .. - iD n.c,-, 1949, but OiDOe- M""'DOWlrlDC 
_,loJ•••t 1a Cob.._-. 1.Doz'-..d ...-tlJ wl'tll ~ 
-t DOtahle iD tho flololo ~ en-tattoo -1-t, 
-chlDftJ' aad fahri-tod Mtala. Ia oplte of tho --11 
qa ard ~lad, certala tacta.trl- .ao1t - test.11-, apparel 
uot 1•-· ,_.._ Dlld- pr-ta, ·-· ola,. Dlld Ill
aDd obeaioal• ba1N teaded to deolta., but .... tlae•• abow 
a1 ... of re.iwal la 1963. 

111o field of traa8portaUoo -.t-t lo --ted hJ' 
oao .....,. lup OIIPlOJ'or, llorth -iC&D ""1auoo, ...,lch 
WM11J' -lOJ'O 17,000 to 18,000 -le aDd 10 tho ~t 
OlDIIlD -1- lD tho Olt)'. 1llo f- laolooU,. .._srod tl
tl- &0 .... ,. plaota to pl- foDrth iD total -lOJ'DM\ 
ao --"'tloo oqo••r•t I'Oq1lirod to pl- ftrn. Ia 
fact, oolJ' foDr --•• lo tho Col- - - -lOJ' aoro thaD 3000, aad- -lOJ' oo1,.31.9 por-t of tbe 
total upufact .... lq foroo aDd OOlJ' 9 . 5 porooot Of tho total 
a • w of -le -lOJ'Od 111 tho -· M lll,..tratod iD 
the table bel-, -11 plaoU -8Dte tho MMfacWirlDII 
plotu-e • 

liDo of 
I a-U,. .. _of ...... , • ...,.. of ........., 

.,.lor••• 1-tri .. DiotrihDUoo l!!ploz- Dl-ihDUoo 

3000 or aoro 4 0 . 5 24747 31. 9 
1500 - 3000 1 0.1 2850 3 .7 
750- 1- 13 1.7 125118 18.2 
500 - 7110 9 1.2 5021 8 . 5 
2110-- 30 4.0 10340 13. 3 
100 - :1110 80 8.0 8821 11. 1 
25- 100 - 26.9 8501 12. 3 
11-2& 138 18.4 22115 3.0 
10•1- 2115 39. 2 1513 2.0 

--~ - stauauoo D~~PM-t• ut, Col- c-...... 
of 0 .... 

Plate t Ucla the 1oaatloo of MJor 1-.trloa aDd apia 
1u.atra- tM ,.odl'll'••- of -u - -- al&Dd plaaU. 
I• a taltJ&:wioe •- loaaW alooc the raillL'oada ud 
r1-., • or- -nor 1-&:w1• •- _,_ ... wt.clloae 
,.,._. t11r011111 the --ud -Val -u- of -
tdQ. Br•• elrMtll'ed...,. tile.,.....,_ butaa• cUetrlO'& 
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_.. primarily printing, optical and 
i8 interesting to note that lar • e dental industries. It 
ba98 located just beyond the ci~y ~~~~~s to the west and south 
OIMt large industry, North American ary , In recent years, 
two, General Wotors and Westinghou~eha: developed in the east. 
we•t• Industry bas evidenced a steady :;~~~v~~ !~ to the 

::: :o:~b~~ ~~ey~:~~· 2~u~e:~s~ajor industry has lo~a~~~t~o 
Sixty-five percent of ~lumbus industries J.e local 

fOUDded by people who lived 1n Columbus and who saw no ' 
.afflcient reason to establish their plants elsewhere. 
l...ctbeless, the same factors which have permitted tbese 
plots to survive will be those whicb will sustain new plants 
of eltber local or outside origin, The reasons given for 
the location of foreign industries in the Columbus area 
~•nee from personal whim to the results of a carefully planned 
1Ddustrial location study in which many factors were con
•ldered. Such a study in which raw materials, markets, 
~~rtation, labor, utilities and availability of land 
~ related to costs is fast becoming co=on practice for 
industries which intend to invest large sums in new facilities. 
Blnce the first three of these, raw materials, markets and 
transportation, have been present for many years by reason 
of geographic location, various theories may be advanced as 
to why industry in Columbus has only recently begun to 
e•aoand rapidly. 

Columbus was much slower than its neighbors to build 
up the supply of skilled labor necessary for manufacturing. 
Interest was centered on commerce and government and in early 
days markets were lacking because Columbus had no adequate 
uansportation link to tbe rest of the country until it Ira& 

couaected to the Chio Canal. The State Penitentiary was a 
source of cheap labor hoarded by older industries but dist 
couraging to new industries which ~iihtfn~~eb~~~~=st~r~:ht 
1n on the limited supply. The com ng 0 little opportunity 
plant in 1941 at a time when thoro was 1 0 • 1 1 found the labor supp Y 8 
f~ careful location ana Y6 s, ded in training 
eb~t that much time and money were expen ey this plant at 
courses. Dictated by the national :m:~!~:ed'many thousands 
one time employed 25,000 work~rs ~:d or expanded during World 
more as did other plants cons hru~ rUss Wright operation 
War II. The abandonment of t e u b a new set of inte:-
cloeely followed by Lustron and then eyof expanding national 
national complications and a oe~d=u~~dustries to take advantage 
econoay practically forced out~b Columbus area--tbe oow 
of the favorable situation in e eot geographic advantages. 
preeent labor pool, and the ever pres 
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Trade 

Within a radius of about 40 Oola.bua has practically no miles in all directions 
7be primary trade area inclu~ompetition as a center of t~ade 
witb a total land area of 576;s all or part of 12 counties • 
of nearly a million and an annu:1ua~e miles, a population 
oon•iderably in e~cess of a billi d1sposable personal income 
paJroll for 1953 is estimated to ~n dollars. Tho total 
aDd Franklin County alone Rapidle ~877,637,731 for Columbus 
wboleaale and retail trad; in Frani11ncreasing volumes of 
are abown in the table below. n County and Columbus 

Year Retail Sales Wholesale Sales 

1949 $475,702,220 $733,869,234 
1950 521,289,690 759,846,9CS 
1~51 554,081,170 845,717,544 
1952 
19~ 

568,301,230 883,240,848 
634,378,730 1,054,982,124 

Source: Business Statistics Department, Columbus Cbamber 
of eo~erce. 

In general, services and trades depend upon tbe industrial 
ba .. of tbe community. iXpanding industry, as is the case 
in Columbus, will increase trade and the demand for services. 
A •table industrial base will result in stability of income 
to those engaged in service industries and wholesale and 
retail trade. Although local income trends generally parallel 
national trends, the presence of a particularly rich and 
atable agricultural region, as descri~ed bolow, and the large 
auaber of governmental and educational employees in Columbus 
aboQld enable the community to avoid dangerous short-term 
ablfte of economy. In addition, tbe large number of students 
(ao .. 20,000) at Obio State create a substantial demand for 
aerYicee and trade. This number, as well as the number and 
iDCKnle of governmental and educational employees is unl>kely 
to deGrease materially in the face either of widespread 
eooaomlc depression or oconomy-minded government. wore 
Yiolent downward oscillations of such industries as manu
facture of machinery, particularly susceptible ~~ ~:ortbe 
tera fluctuations of the national economy, shou us 
ouabloned and a continuous flow of trade insured. 

Beyond the 
local source of 

limits 
income 

Agricultur~ 

·t proper tbe aost i~portant 
of tbe Cf1 y the 25 000 fares in the 
is that rom ' 
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12-county primary t r ade ar eal Th 
tbese 12 coun t ies was only 12' 7 e rural farm population of 
but in 1950 t he farms bad a t~ta~e~cent of the total population, 
dollars. Cash receipta from sal ocoee of more than 134 millio , 
at $160 million for 1952, mor e t~a~f$i:rm products are ORti mated 
County alone. The permanency of tbi million for Franklin 
food to the urban area is a facto 8 source of income and of 
anY discussion of t he economic bar wbficb must be considered in 

se o the community , 

The farmer s of Ohio comprise a sm 11 
popula tton t han do the far f a er part of the state 

mers o the nation as a whole but 
Obio is a mature state where the ratio of farmers to ind~str 
has become relat ive ly stabilized so that the rate of decreas! 
of farms and farmer s is not so high as that for the nation, 
There will be some consolidation of farms for the sake or 
efficiency of operation as improved machinery increases individ~'l 
production, but there is still a local prevalence of family
sized farms, Ohio farms have an advantage in stability over 
most of the nation with the largest number devoted to gonoral 
farming, dairyi ng and tbe pr oduction ot a great variety of 
relative l y s t abl e crops less subject to short-term price fluctu
ations. Income per acre is mucb higher than tho national average 
and the Ohio f armer is nble to produce more of his own food 
than tho average for tho nation, 

In tho Columbus region there is little land left t. be 
developed f or agri cultural purposes. Some existing farm land 
will be lost t o urbanization, but this const itutes no serious 
threat t o tho 12- county region since even the most populous 
county, Fr anklin, can ellj>ect to have 11 ttle more than one-third 
of its area urbanized in the noxt 25 years. Climate and soils 
are general l y favor able and with the need for food incrPa&iug 
throughout t he world it appears that the central Ohio farmer_ is 
assured a s teady f uture and the urban area assured the benef>ts 
of this s table source of economic strength. 

Future Economic Base 

tbe scope of this summary to attempt to 
It is not withinfall of American cconoay or to speculate in • 

predict the r ise or f t e holds f or Columbus. Tho_e 
dollars and c ents as to what the u u~owever indicate the 
things which have been discuss~d ~~tional and regional economy 
position of Columbus r e lative 0 f tty t o whicb tbo plnnnin~ 
and give some idea of the type o c 
program s hould be gauged. 

t ately summarize the economy 
Diversi ty and balance for un t of industry , balance 

of the Col umbua urban area-- d>versidYs and servtcos. Nationally, 
between farming, oanufacturing, ~~ ~aults. Whatever shifts 
the region possesses practically lat ion and industry toward 
there may be in the center o!w~~~uremain centerod amid a 
the south and west, Columbus materials . Develo_p~ !'!r --
vast array of markets and rawfi Fay<itte, Frankl n, Knox, 

DB st ng o Delaware, Fa~~ck:wa;, Uoion, Hock1Dg and Perry 
L1ck1og, Madison, Morrow, 1 

Counties. 
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tbe utural resources of Can d of the lakes will doubtless :f~ a~dctbe increasing importance 
iD the processing industries ~ olumbus, especially 
At;oaic Energy CoDUDission to tb 8 ~~ant deve lopcent of the 
bBD8fit first as a new market e s~ul will be of economic of power. • an ater as a possible source 

Much of the recent incr att:ributed to utilization ofe~~: in manufacturing may be 
Wright and World war II in a peri~~~~ for~~ teft by Curtiss 
expansion which was nationwide The en~apf thnd~strial 
is expected to b i • 

0 
e .,.orean War r ng something of the same type of readjust 

ment as followed World War 11 so that it appears unlik 1 -
tbat the industrialization of Columbus will continue a~ ~be 
saae rate for the next few years as it did for the last tbre 
Maturally favorable location with respect to markets,togetbe~· 
with the newly created labor force should nevertheless 
.uatain a continued increase in the manuf~cturing labor' 
force at least until the average for the state is reached 
or until this force reaches about 40 percent of the total' 
force. Such an increase in manufacturing is, of course, 
predicated on the countrY remaining free of ~ major depression 
and on continuing availability of properlY se"iced industrial 

sites. 
Since local natural resources, except for water, have 

no looser much to do with location of industry in Columbus, 
the new industries to be expected will probably be of the 
processing type such as General Motors, Westinghouse and 
Jorth American. Those industries requiring great quantities 
of water, such as paper manufacture, or very cheap natural 
cas, such as petro-chemicals, or industries which require 
local supplies of lumber need not be expected. Basic metals 
induStries such as iron and steel production are also uolikely 
to chOOse Columbus. Large installations of these indus~ries 
are already and fortunatelY located nearbY in otber c1t1es. 
Jew steel mills are most likelY to aove toward new markets 
lD the south and west and new sources of ores in Canada and 

South Aaerica. 
The list of products to which the pr~~:~:~n~fi:~:~~~!:: 

may devote themselves is endless andt~h!anY thousands. Add 
per plant may varY from tw~1~o~k:r:ffect of local agriculture, 
to this diversitY the stab z n nd overnmental employees, 
a hlch proportion of educationa~ :mal~ plants and Columbus 
and tbe existing large number 0 c base in the future. To 
should be assured a strong econ~ming and continues to progress, 
insure that this base remainS 8 rotsting and natural advantages 
Columbus must capitalize on its ex 
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bJ aggressive action toward making the Columbus area a more 
a~tractive one in which to live and work. Industries are 
oon•tantly givi~g more attention to local living conditions 
(tacluding qual~ty of residence areas, schools, parks, and 
eo on) as a maj~r factor in plant location. Furthermore, 
eodern industry s tight production schedules and close watch 
on costs cannot tolerate transportation delays caused by 
oongested streets and cramped railroad facilities. Develop
aent of adequate industrial and commercial sites fully 
••rved with necessary public services and facilities is an 
ieportant community responsibility. 

Every effort should be made to continue the pattern 
of diversity and to foster the development of small industries 
along with larger plants so that the picture does not become 
overbalanced in any one direction. The importance of 
Columbus as a cultural center for Ohio should not be over
looked in the fresh rush of industrial expansion. No 
.. tter how favorable natural conditions may be, much of 
the economic future of the city will depend on intelligent 
execution of the planning program, and success here depends 
upon tbe people of the community. 

swmnarY 

Presently strong by reason of diversity and ba~~ncef 
tbe economic base of the ~lum:~: ~~~:na~~~:~=i~~~a Aeh~gh 
enlarging to sustain cons era in a variety of 
proportion of small plants is ~n~:~=~ns are engaged in 
of activities; J.arge nUIIlber~ 0 tivities· the wide trade 
governmental and educationa ac 

8 
iculture. All tend to 

area includes a rich and v~r~~~it~ Natural geographic 
provide unusual economic 5 a ex a~sion of processing 
advantages foster a contin~edopu~ation, but continuation 
industries, trade and tota P mic pattern will depend 
of tbe existing favorable e~o~~ the economic consequences 
largely on a community aler t 
of properly planned developmen • 
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POPULATION 

Col umbus is a gr owing cottm ot a comprehensive plan to ro unity. It is the purpose 
so that t he basic pattern 0~ vide a guide for this growth 
b8 well adapted to good livinpopulation and land uses will 
services and facilities and g conditions, economical public 
parts of the city and its env~;~~s~o=unication between all 

In or der t hat the plan may be in scale with the actual 
needs and requirement s of. t he future community there are 
certain f undamental questJ.ons which must be d 111 b t h answers • What 
w e e population of the Columbus area ten or twenty 
or thirty years from now? How and where will this popul ation 
be dis tributed? What will be- -or should be- -the major 
directions of growth? What will be the pattern and intensity 
of land uses brought about by the future growth? 

Bas ic to the appraisal of the population and land use 
requirements is , of course, the economy of the city. As 
tbe capital of Ohio, the seat of one of the largest state 
uatvers itios , an important center of trade and a growing 
indus trial commuaity, Columbus bas a varied and favorable 
economi c climat e . Tbe further development of this economic 
base, par ticularly with respect to industry and trade, as 
diecussed in tbo preceding section, will determine in large 
part tho amount of the future population as well as the 
aaouat of land needed for business and industry along with 
residence and other non- residential uses. 

Ano t her fundaroental consideration is bow to provide 
effective guidance to future development so as to bring about 
a l ogical population and densitY pattern throughout the 
urban area so long as inter-co~unication between parts 
of the cit; depended on walking or, later on, street railway 
transporta t ion urban development was continuous and quite 
c:oapact lfi th' the widespread and ever increasing use o • b the potential and actual 
tbe private automobile, owever, ities baS beon so greatlY 
area of urbanization in American c scatter widely 
extended t bat population hasdtende:a!~ern with vacant'land 
creating an uneconomical lao uset s adding to tbe 
interspersed between built-updseck!~~ ~any public services 
problems of transportation an ma D 

and fac i l i ties undulY expensive. tiOD of tho current 
It is tho purpose of thiS ~e~valunte these fundamental 

planning program to consider anlusions' serve as a yardstick 
matters . Its findings and con~ of the future columbus 
in deter mining the areal exten 
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OC •nt. ty as we 11 as the size Jlltlio iaprovements needed to and location of the future 
~O'Ieaents are related to th:erve it. Unless public 
~ tuture population they t1 amount and location of 
• z•oe•e&rilY large, ~r poorlyay lprove to be inadequate, or .., oa••• ocated, and wasteful in 

Tbere is a definite relation h tbe population and the amount of ~ i~ between the size of 
cU.tferent urban purposes Th an needed for the 
population--its amount dis us, the estimates of future 
with tbe economic base'studi~;b:i;~~~ a~d1density--together ~t.de the basis for the general lan~eusenp~~~:~neec~~~~s 

Eft~• as a guide for both private development~ and 
tbe ot.ty s slum clearance and redevelopment program in 
~ning the most appropriate land uses and the most 
.-t.table areas for residential, collllDercial industrial and 
pablt.o purposes. • 

Tbe estimates of the future population and its desirable 
dla~ibution are based on exat~ination of past and current 
tr•cla in population growth and land development in Colwabus 
&114 l'r&Dklin County and an appraisal o! the future potenti
alt.tieE of the area. The latter will depend on basic 
t.adaEtrial employment, wholesale and retail trade, the 
aat. .. rsitY development, government employment, and other 
taotors discussed in the section on the economy of the city, 
J&tlonal population trends will influence the growth of 
lodlVidual cities as well as states and regions and have 
beeD related to the growth of Franklin County and Columbus. 

Obviously, anY population estimate made for a generation 
or 50 from now maY be upset by unpredictable economic or 
7001&1 upheavals such as a war or a major depression. For 
-aple, \Torld \'far 11 and subsequent events, have grea~ly 
OMDCed the growth pattern of the late 1930 s, revers~ng to 
a egrprising degree tbe downward trond in birth rates and 
rEzultinC in unexpectedly rapid growt\~d t:~P~~~fo~ ~o!th 
'Ebole. Such events maY speed up or re 00 eriod of tiDe 
tor awbile but the total growth ov:~s~n~bl~ ~imits. rurtber, 
GaD 1enerallY be forecast wit~in r period of several decades, 
ElD08 tbe forecasts are made or afrom ttce to time by the 
87087&ary adjustments can be made tons The important 
etattE of the local planning co~is~or f~ture urban devaloP
tblDC is to set a reasonable sea e vices a scale in keeping 
MOt and public facilitieS and sor oto~tialittes. Tben, 
With tbe community's prospects ando~t serious disruptions 
atDOT adjustments can be made wit~s phases of tbe comprehensive 

or whOlesale changes in the vario 

plaa. 
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AMOUNT OF THE POPULATION 

Past Trends in Growth 

,..t Growth of the City 

Columbu s has experienced ra id aea&"lJ 100 year s the onl P population growth for 
deo&deo 1930 to is40, whe~ ~~~e~tion being the depression 
tbaD five per cent . (See Plate 5n~~~a;:b~as a little ~ore 
1900 and 1930 the city more than doubled ~ t S) • Between 
dUriDC tba twenty year period 1930_1950 it 

8 ~~pulation, and 
30 perce nt • On the basis of building ac' t1 iati cd almost 
--• t:l. " 1 d v es since 1950 -• n,. an uses, e t c . ' it is estimated tbat the resent ' 
Ooluahu• population is approximately 411 000 Thi P 
aa :t.acrease during the past three and a half· years 

8 0~e~~~:ents 
tbaD ten percent , and is a direct result of the accelerated 
~:Laa•• a nd industrial activities in the Columbus area 
de•cr:l.bad i n the preceding section. 

Tbe crowt h of the city bas generally paralleled the 
•cr•ow~~tb of ot her urban centers in the state. Since 1930 • 
bllae"r, Col umbus bas grown somewhat faster than the average 
Obio --i t y , the rate of increase between 1930 and 1940 
be:I.DC over twice as high and the increase between 1940 and 
1910 b&lf a gain as high as that for Ohio cities as a whole. 
W:l.tb tbe s i ngle exception of the depression decade, popu
lation incr eases in the city have consistently exceeded 
national r ates by 100 percent or moro between 1900 and 1920, 
and by near ly 50 percent since that time. 

In c omparison with the neighboring cities of Cincinnati 
and Dayton Columbus exhibits a very favorable trend of 
population ' &rowth , having increased considerably faster 
fcgo .. ny decades than the larger and l!loro mature ~ty of 
ctao:Laaati and slightly faster than Dayton, whtch ts an 
liUIMtrial center. In fact, recent popuia!!~~t:r:~d~i!~tnnati 
COlUIIbWI are (\Ui te similar to tbe rate 

0 
•· n its follow:t.a~ the Civil War when the citY was experienei g • 

1 
i g down of populatton 

-t rapid expansion. The s ow 0 aracteristie of most 
:l.llolll e•••s within the central citY 1B c~he failure to expand 
lar .. .. tropolitan communities due tolo aents. The CitY of 
cttr boundaries to encompass new deveno~ and relativelY littlo 
COlu.bus i s almost entirelY built u~ty in the future unless 
-tb may be expected inside the c be el<tendcd. However • 
tiM present cor porate limits should al activitY during and 
oou:Ldaring t he accelerated industr~ in thO section on the 
following IV or ld War XI, as descri~~ends maY continue in the 
Jooaoa:Lc Base , r ecent population tbe future, althOugh tbe 
Collabu• urban area somewhat into lOW down graduallY 10 li~e 
rate of gr owth iS more Ukel)' to i~ieS and cl<pected nattona 
Wltb expe riences in other commuD 
JQPalation t rends. 
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Table 5 

PAST GROiiTH OF POPULATION 

10 Franklin Countl l:olumbus Urban 

Year Population 
\ I 'l> % 'l 'I' 'l, 

Inc. Population Inc. Population Inc. U.S. Population Inc. U.S.Population 

1900 75,994,:17:1 20.7 4,157,54:1 13.2 . 164,460 32.5 • 216 1125,:160 42.4 

1910 91,972,266 21.0 4,767,121 14.7 221,567 34.7 .241 1181,1111 44.11 

1920 1011,710,820 14.1 11,7119,394 20.8 283,9111 28.2 ,Ill 1&'7 ,881• ,a.M U'r,Ul ••• 
1930 122.7711.048 18.1 8,848,897 15,4 3el,OIIII 27 . 1 ..... 31t,llt• lt. l 

1940 131,689,2711 7.1 .,107,8U ··~ .... 
- -

19110 1110,897,381 14.11 7,148,82'1 u.o 

•Calculated from U.S. Bureau of the Census reports. 
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Past Growth of Fran~lin 
a County 

The growth of Franklin C 
less rapid than that of th ounty, while aubetantial, was 
marks tho beginning of th e c!ty until about 1920. This 
decentralization began toe au omobile era when urban 
county has conaistentl appear. Following 1920, the 
tho differentials betw~e~~:n faster than tbe city itself, 
widening with each successiv: :wo ~atea of increase gradually 
continue as the very limited eca e • This trend will 
city are absorbed. It is est~acant aroaa within the present 
had a population of about 573 ~~edatthtaht Frb anki liin County 

• e 8i DD ng of 1954. 
Growth Trends Outside the City 

Plate 6 shows the trends in growth of all townships in 
Franklin County since 1920. The relatively large amount of 
population in the townships immediately adjoining the cit 
and the marked growth of these areas in contrast with they, 
more remote townships are immediately apparent. In 1920 
practically all the county with the exception of parts of 
Clinton, Franklin, and Warton Townships was rural in character 
only Clinton and Franklin exceeding a population of s,ooo. ' 
By 1930, however, urbanization of additional areas had occurred. 
Franklin, Llarion and Perry Townships 1110re than doubled their 
populations during tbe 1920-1930 decado and Mifflin Township 
increased by over 50 percent. Each of those townships except 
Marion has grown rapidly since 1930. Truro Township has also 
inerensod rapidly since 1940 and tho development of Whitehall. 
Clinton Township in 1930 and Marion and l!Uflin Townships 
in 1940 suffored population losses due to annexations to 
the City of Columbus. Only three townships, 1\'ashington and 
Brown in tho northwest and Plain Township in the northeast 
portions of Franklin County, have shown little or no popu
lation gains within the past thirty years, although several 
others such as Pleasant, liiadison and Jackson Townships have 
grown relatively little during this period. It should be 
notod that four of the six townships containing more than 
10 000 porsons in 1954 include substantial incorporated areas, 
th~ two largest, Franklin and Perry coapr1Bing Grandview 
Heights, ~arble Cliff and Upper Arlington respectively. 

d i growth of~ tbl>1 'tlltT For purposes of comparison • tren s ~l t 6 t!tile . 
of Columbus and Bexley are also sbown on a 1

8 r ~ / "~ tt<Mf' <;:. 
population gains in the city have als~e~::~ ~e:s'·tf'uin tbai', ~ 
of increase since 1950 has been 

1 
cons~mewha/ less tltisn 'tt.9, 1 

in ei tber Truro or Perry Towns~ P • t~an tho proportio~!'te /< 
growth of Mifflin, and no grea er ........... . 
ga1na in the other adjoining townships. . < ' ~ 

II'''"! II \I'\ 
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The Columbus urban ar 
includes the city the a ea as Presented in Table 5 • <ljacent inco • and moat of tbe remainder of Cl rporated communities 
Mifflin, Perry and Sharon To inton, Franklin, ~ion, 
almost 458,000 or over 90 pe:~:b!psf embracing in 1950 
population. The growth ot tbi n ° the total county 
exactly paralleled the growth ~ta~ea ~~nee 1920 has almost 
wbole. This is most unusual t ran in County as a 
moat cities exceeding consid~ra~~Y·~~a ot urbanization of 
its more rural environs, and can bo e~p~::~e~fo~~ow:h of 
substantial population increases which b Y Y the 

b t hi avo occurred in sue owns ps as Blendon, Hamil ton, Jefferson and Pr 
which are mostly or ent1rely outside tbe prese~t urb airie 
The city, of course, which is growing less rapidly t~~n~~:· 
urbanized environs, tends to decrease tbe over-all rate of 
increase of both the urban area and tba County. 

Ratio of Local to National Population 

Trends in the proportion of the total United States 
population contained in Columbus, Franklin County and the 
Colllllbua urban area are also shown in Table s. Tbe per
centages have gradually increased in eaeb decade although 
tbe proportion within the city declined momentarily during 
tbe depression period. In 1950, Franklin County contained 
.334 percent and the Columbus urban area, .303 percent of 
tbe toal national population. These increases indicate 
favorable growth trends in the city and county and the 
probability of considerable additional growth within the 
future. 

Probable Future Growth 

Tbe advantages inherent in Columbus's centrality of 
location, 1 ts growing industrialization, its posihon as 
the State Capital and seat of a major state univers1tY, 
and tbe relative stability and diversity of employment! 

. . d tri all point to favorab e afforded by exishng 1n us es • tb of the 
opportunities for considerable eontin~efo~~~wto national 
co• •atty. Furthermore, th~/a:io~h~t prospects for future 
trenda, discussed above, 1n ~ale b 8 area are even more 
population growth within the 0 wn u a whole. 
favorable than those for the country as 

b migration from rural 
Cities gain population primar~~Y ~Y natural increase 

areaa or from other cities rather ~ntter has an influence 
of bll'tb• over deaths, al thoug\ t~~gr!tton cannot easily 
on the total growth. While sue b measured indirectly by 
be deteralned directly, it can e 
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evaluation of long term population trend 
ltelation to the national and regional gr 8 • t:art~culnrly in 
population increments, depending al.J:lost ~:u· liaUonal 
•'tllral increase, are 111ore easily determi rely now on 
of lone-term trends in age distribution ned ~rom appraisal 
IUid birth rates, mortality, etcetera •n'dmarser age

1
s, fertility 

t h b • - vera such elti- ee ave een made by demographers for tb 
8 of the Census. e ureau 

Prior to World War li and the marked increase in 
~laces and birtbs, it appeared that the population of 
.. Vllited States was approaching stability before tho 
ad of the century and would not greatly exceed 165 ooo 000 
••-•· Since the war, however, these forecasts b~ve ' 
•Ill" NYieed several times in accordance with the current 
y ,?D vends and each of these estieatos bas anticipated 1::: creater growth, The latest Bureau of Census 
11 projected the future population of the United 

on four different bases of fertility and 1mm11!J"ation. 
a,_.age of these forecasts indicates that by 1960 the 

will reacb 176,000,000; by 1970, l98,ooo,ooo; 
1975, 210,000,000, Projecting these estimates to 

:re1ults in an estimated further increase to 220,000,000 

er decade since Bqual to the average change P 
1920 (, 020 percent) during tbe past decado 
Equal to the change 

9 19
. o-1950 

(. 034 pe~ce~~~ declining basis f(o~3!\o • 020 percent) 
OD a gra ua 1920-1950 average , 
obaage to tbe 

0 000 
to 990, ooo 

dicate a range of 88f~r tb~ Columbus 
estimates in 795 000 to 890,000 d n basis (3) 

County and ' te determlne o 
by 1980. The est1ma 
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would appear to be moat Probable in the light of economic 
trends and Prospects Since the unusual industrialization 
daring and following the war is unlikely to continue at the 
sr=e pace and may gradually slow down in the future, A 
population of 920,ooo for Franklin County and 83o,ooo 
wttbin the Columbus urban area, however, is believed to be .-1te possible, 

Wbile this is a substantial population increase --DU~ting to approximately 3ls,ooo, or 60 Percent in the 
urban area during the next twenty-five years, it would 

be unreasonable, It is logical that the comprehensive 
be based on a generous estimate of population since 

which are too low may result in recommendations 
future public improvements that are inadequate, On 
otber band, if the estimated population is not reacbed 

1180, adjustments of the improvement program can be made 
time to time and certain improvements deferred unt11 crowtb warrants, 
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DISTRIBUTION AND DENSITY OF THE POPULATION 
The location of the po 

1 
i 

parts Of the urban ar PU at oa, ita density ia different 
ing uses Primarily es~ab~~dbtbe coocoattant laud aod build~ 
nod largely determine :t !1 tbe baste Pattern ot tbe community 
tbo distribution of Po ~ t 9e&b111ty aod efficiency. It 
tt d PU a ion is Well balanced nod coo-
t n~~us an t~e arrangement ot dwelling areas is well related 
o a areas or collllllerce and ioduatry, public ser9icea a ad 

facilities will be economical and the whole coft- it _ 
venient. -un y con 

Population densities may, and normally do, vary widely. 
Housing densities of up to 40 to 50 persons per gross acre 
are not necessarily excesstve~-good living environment under 
these conditions depending considerably on tbe design and 
arrancemont of individual buildings. High density d>stricts, 
however, should be centrally located, particularly witb 
respect to transportation and public services and utilities-
the ideal community pattern is ooo whore residential dens! ties 
decrease gradually outward from the ceotral business district. 
OD the other band, a minimum populatioo density ot about 
five persons per gross acre is necessary to sustain the cost 
of urban services and such low den at tie a are economically 
feaeiblo only in expensive restdenco districts or well 
beyond the urban area, where complete urban services and 
fac111 ties are not expected. Scattered developments are 
cl1ff1cult and costly to provide with street paving, sewers, 
water, schools, recreation, Police and firo Protection, 
etc. and should be avoided at all times. 

Present Dtstributioo of Population 

The present distribution of population in the Columbus 
..... area is sbolfQ on Plate 7. 

b t iatic of the existing 2he most striking single 0 ~a~ ~~ balance between 
pattern is the utter ac th to the south. It 

the north and east aod ~~=d aod Higb Street to 
-~tlxh,ately nine miles froll t Wortbiogton, over seven 

edge of the urban area o hall and only three miles 
to the east boundary of White t at tho city limits to 
•d of continuous develo~:eo limits population bas 

(Boyood the south c Y four subdivisions) • 
• ecattor, mainly in tbr~:t 0~ess extending about 
the west is also somew b unds but the two 
to tho present corpor~t~ld~ng a~tivi ties in Lincoln 

industries and recent ~dential expansion in the 
... ·~ gi von impetus to res Uos froDI downtown 
of New Rome, nearly seven m 



Another salient feature of the Preeent population Pattern 
ia the creation Of large Wedges ot residential develoPDent, 
particularly to the north and West, llest Columbus, Grandview 
Beichta, Upper Arlington, and the two •aJor segments ot popu
lat:ioD between the Olentangy River and tbe New York Central 

between the latter and the Pennsylvania Railroad, each 
tutea a large urban agglomeration Wholly or partly 

by open land . This is due Principally to the 
ot the four main waterways and the several railroad 

traversing the city's site Which have served as parttnl 
to lateral expansion and fostered uni-directional 
Only to the east and south where tbese deterrents 

abaeot has the city experienced more normal, better 
expansion, Large public areas, such as tbe Ohio State 
ty farm west of the Olentangy have also acted as 

barriers to residential development, but these areas r~~11!,•~ where they can eventually be circumvented and 
! a disadvantage since they create desirable wedges apace. 

l
iiECI•p

1

t tor the unfortWlate marked lack of balance in the 
f urban development and wbat might be called a 

0 

Sidence areas the present cocaunity pattern 
of re nd Otherwise presents a rational popu-

•'ally compact a The city i tselt is exceptionally compact; 
diatribution. ti n of population are to be found in 

concentra 
0 

s di t ict extending 
aroun k d rth to the University, an 

d the central business a r • d the 
to Franklin Par an no d fllirly evenly outward, 
of the population is sprea of population in 

exception of the concentrati~n~n parts of ll'hitehall 
northeast of Bexl~y' an the present urban pattern 

from the extreme unba anc:~truction in Whitehall 
.. tisfactory • Building co but tbis district ls 
eomewhat sporadic and unev~n~ost of the existing 
process Of development, :norbed. Population bas 

Will undoubtedly be a sf tbe county roads and 
to sea tter along some o but tbis condltion is 
in a few outlying area~ber communities. here than in many 0 

. - 1930 to 1954 
Distribuhon which 

1 tion changes 30 . 11 the popu a rea since 19 • 
shows grap~l~:e ~olumbus urb~np~pulation during 

throughou reas which lo~ t indicated on •~·•u shows the ~O Tbe distr c 8 fficial census 
1930 to 19 1 • tions of the o lly comb na 

eeneral950 census. 1n the 
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lt ia apparent that much of the existing City of 
Columbus baa gained little or relatively little for aany 
years and that most of the new growth has taken place at 
its periphery and in the adjoinin& auburbe, For example, 
soutb Columbus has experienced practically no over-all 
population chango in 25 years, and the other older districts 
of the city have increased only slightly during this period. 
Hilltop, Boxley, and Grandview Heights have grown gradually 
as existing vacant land was occupied and the diatrict 
around Ohio State University bas increased substantially 
since 1940, due probably to increased University onrollmcnts 
and dwelling conversions. East Columbus, Whitehall, Upper 
Arlington, and tbe districts at the north edge of tbe city 
have grown rapidly, particularly during tbe last ten years or 
eo, both East Columbus and Whitehall having experienced 
population increases of more than 100 percent since the 1950 
census alone. 

Plate 8 gives further indication that apart from the 
ezceseive elongation of the population pattern to the north 
~ Colwabus community bas followed a rattooal aod satis
factory trend of growth. The centrally located district. 
all contain large populatioos; the intermediate areas some
nat smaller, though still substantial groups, aod the 
oatlying districts grade downward, depending on area aod 

de ee of present development, The small amounts of 
::-palafton in the districts north of Upper Arlingtoo, in f 

t Mifflin parts of Clinton Township aod to the west o 
... t 'ity indicate that relatively little scatteriog !r J:!:n ba~ taken place in outlying areas in contrast 
witb aany other communities. 

b taken place io South All of the population losses ave d the 
d few other sections immediately aroun h 

an a Jlluch of South Columbus as 
business district. h 1 st two decades, the area 

in population during t e d a eaaed oearly one-teotb. 
Schiller Park having ~~950 oeclll'red in tracts 

of tbe losses between 1940 an i t While some of tbese 
ucS west of the business distr ~t· of dwellings by 
.,. be explai.ned by displac~~:ularly to the south, ar~ 

aad industry; oth~refa!~~y size and the mi~ati~~n~ed 
due to decreases n owded slll'burbs, s P 

to the newer and less cr th Columbus bas 

~~: sectt~n!i ~~ ~~;s r~:~o~~' t~~u co:~n~~Y t~! ~1~;r:~ 
keep pac i 1 expansion at the so d d to overcome 

and industr a tion will be nee e 
=:~!!~:;n~ial regenera 
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Present Population Densities 

The present densities of 
or districts within the Columbpopulation by census tracts 
Plate 9, These were computed us urban area are sbO'nl on 
of the tract, including street on tbe baeis of ttross acreage 
shopping centers, and tbe likes,bc~urebee, schools, small 
non-residential areas such as i u ezcluding principal 
industrial acreage, etc, Beyon~r~~ inatitutions, and parke, 
other incorporated communities di ~ city and the several 
which were generally defined b • 8 ricte were selected 
physical boundaries and suit byl stireots • railroads or other 
th b t i . a e n size, population and 

o er c arac er st1cs for ready cornpariaon. 

From, the standpoint of over-all arrangement, the 
community s present population density pattern is a very 
rational one. The densest development--slightly over so 
persons per gross acre--is found in the district extending 
along High Street north of Union Sta~\on, Beyond thls are 
IIQbstantial &7QaS r anging in deneitJ froo 35 to 45 persons 
per gross acre, running northward around Ohio State University 

eastward from the central busine11e district, While 
densities are not excessive where there is a good 

of buildings with respect to traff1cways and 
spaces, the narrowness of existing streets, curb parking 

close building construction in parts of the older sections 
something to be desired under present conditions. 

Contiguous to the higher density areas and in parts of 
Columbus, medium density districts of 20 to 35 persons 

acre prevail, ldost of the geueral section of the city 
the Scioto River and Alum Creek lies in this density 
The remainder of the city bas densities running froc 

10 persons per gross acre, exc~ptions being the two 
at the north end where development is not yet 

. wb~re population density 
ceneral, the l1mi ted :u-eao; gross acre contain vacant 

reached 10 persons per Bexley is alDOSt 
will undoubtedly be absorbed. f Upper Arllngton, 

ly built up, but larg~hp~~t;~:s c~ty are yet to be 
and the section nor d areas are manY 

these unincorporate i it1al stage and 
ti is in some n t where urbaniza on in dcns1 ty from one a 

t is scattered' rangi;~e lnttcr areas canna~ ~c 
'-V" persons per acre. rvices and iacilttle 

provided with urban s~h has taken place • 
.. i.deraiJl addi uonal grow 



iatlue aced development in tbe 
fOUDd in moat otber co.aunitiee, 

liD fla t or ground elopes so gradual 
~:1can be uaed , However, as described 
d atreaae--all flowing to the south-

urban pa t ter n by inhibiting lateral 
1Nur.r1ers cou ld be bridged, tbua proaoting 

or wedges , Tbe aever al rail-
• • t o l ocation because of the flat 
f r oa aany direct ions, and the 

trackage service yards and induatriea 
.. s-ent t he city, 

r.t~mtlJ, t he pattern of developaent to 
baeD satisfact or y, Due to inadequate 

INBI unattractive i ndustries and otbor factor. 
deaal'1bed 1n subsequent sections of the plan, 

;--::•~VU~t1on 1n south Col umbus baa been deterred 
, tbe area beyond Refugee Road being a baven 

lin~"!'&' ca....-, ahacka , and poor dwellings in general. 
nll adapted for bot h iDdustry and bouaing, tbis 

aoqail'ed a de fini t e pyschological disadvantage 
be o,__ along with physical deficiencies 

a bettel' balanc ed popu lation pattern is pos11ible. 

location of new subdivisions within the Columbus 
-~ atnce the beginning of 1940 is shown on Plate 10. 

•eparated by per ioda--1940 to 1945, 1945 to 1950 

1950 to 1954. 
i t d by recent land sub-

pattBI'D o f growth ind ca e rprising de~reo 
1& ver y logical, To a su 1 extension 

have tended toward tbe oa ~~~oring of grosth 
development rather than tbe~lington and J'orth 

in aan:v communi ties. Upper land platting to th" 
1D particu lar, have confi~e~ing comcunitY' and tM 

~=~;:;;~J adjoining the ex s d Wbiteball are chif'lly 
~ i n East ColWllbus an The only pronouoced 

o f t he present pattern. 1 co south of tho city 
of s u bdivisions has take~o~n:hiP east of u.s. 62, 

TOwnahiP and in Franklin 
of these plats are small . 
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Factors Infl uencing Population Distr ibution 
and bensity 

Topography and Adaptat ion of Development to the City's Site 

C Topography has not influenced development in the 
T~lumbua area to the degree found in most ot her communities. 

e region is generally so flat or gr ound slopes so gradual 
that almost all the land can be used, However, as described 
abovo, the four principal streams--all flowing to the south-
have bad an effect on the urban pattern by inhibiting lateral 
expansion until such barriers could be bridged, tbus promotinG 
growth in elongated segments or wedges. The several rail
roads, almost u&restricted as to locat ion because of the flat 
t opography, enter Columbus from many directions, and the 
concentration of railroad trackage service yards and industries 
has tended further to segment the city. 

As noted previoualy, the pattern of development to 
the south bas not been satisfactory. Due to inadequate 
street access, some unattractive industries and other factors 
wbicb will be described in subsequent sections of tbe plao, 
building construction in south Columbus bas been deterred 
f or many years, the area beyond Refugee Road being a haven 
f or trailer camps, shacks, and poor dwellinss in general. 
While well adapted for both industry and housing, this 
.. ction has acquired a definite pyscbological disadvantage 
wbich must be overcome along with physical deficiencies 
before a better balanced population pattern is possible. 

l ew Subdivisions 

The location of new subdivisions within tbe ColumbuslO 
vban area since the beginnii~g 0~9~~4~0 i~9:~0"~9~~ ~~a i;so · 
'llleae are separated by per o s-- • 
aad from 1950 to 1954. 

di ted by recent land sub
The pattern of growth in c~ To a surprising degree 

4lv1aio n pr actice is very logica d the natural extension 
, ... additions have tended tow~~an the scattering of growth 
ot exis t ing development rather Upper Arlington and North 
aot:Lceable in many conununi tles~nfined land platting to the 
Col•bus in particular' bave c existing comtlunity' and the 
•••• i mmediatelY adjoin1~gltb~us and Whitehall are cbief~Y 
- developmen!~ ~~e E~~!se:t~attern. 1~: ~:~~hp~~n~~:c~ i t y 
==:~!~o~o~f subdivisions b!~~fne~o~nsbiP east of c.s . 62, 

TownshiP and 1n Fr 11 
of these plats are sma • 
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From the standpoint of b 
have been fairly well distribu;;:iog trends, land subdivisions 
Peripbory of the communit u around the north and eastern 
balanced growth althougby, representing to that extent well
south would bo desirabl c~osiderably more activity to the 
Village west of ColWDb e. "1th the exception of Lincoln 
Well as to the ROuth h~s, ~ew developceots to tho west as 
boon several pl~ts adjo~~inege~i~~~ited. However, there have 
four years. 0 P in the last three or 

Tho total 
shown on the 
and economic 

acreages of land subdivided during the periods 
map Provide a general index to building activities 
conditions. These were: 

1940 - 1944 
1945 - 1949 
1950 - 1953 

Total 

1712 acros 
1850 acres 
2725 acres 
6287 acres 

While subdivisions averaged sligbtly over 350 acres per 
year during the decade ending io 1949, this has increased 
to 680 acres annually--a gain of more than 90 percent since 
1950. These more recent projects have been distributed well 
around the periphery ot the present urban area, by far the 
largest being Lincoln Village (394 acres) along West Broad Street. 

Sanitary Sewers and Water 

Sanitary facilities and a potnbl8 wnter supply are 
absolutely osseotial to modern urban livioi. The most 
common means of sewage disposal is, of course, the gravity 
system of sanitary sewers, although ~nptic tanks or other 
individual sewage disposal devices may be satisfactory 
where development is spacious and soil conditions are suitable. 
Water can generally be supplied most economically and 
efficiently through a central distribution system, particularly 
where water purification or softening is requir~d. 

The portions of the Columbus urban area now served by 
~:!.~~c sanitary sewers and ~ater lines are shown oo Plate 11. 
~ tor two or three small vacant areas which are not 

sewered the City of Columbus is entirely served, and 
faci 11 ties have been extended int.o practically all of 

adjoining incorporated areas and parHtsi oh~ th~~~~~!1~~~~ 
• DEIIhi.ps Bexley Hanford, Grandview e g s • • d • 

• • d ith city water ao Valloyviow are completely serve W~itnhall Worthington 
IIU'·a, and all of Upper Ar!inf~~~tes although small sections 

Riverlea also use city ac • tl vacant now have 
latter communities which ~:nm~:te~ system, and Grove 

only. Worthington bas lt~llagcs also have separate 
Gahanna and a few other v 

and water. 



--
Coeparleoa of Plate 11 wi tb the ,..P abowi 

populatioa distriiNtloa 1Jld1cates tbo correlat~g PrAsent 
between areas auppl:l.ecl wi'ttl sanitary sewers U>doo ezisUog 
and the loeatioa of -baD developaent. AliiOat ~~ter lines 
present populatloa is eaco.p&ssed within tbe ar" tbe 
both essential faclll ties and population outeid ea having 
bas tended to -t~, especially to tbe so 8 this area 
subdivieions. Approz:I.Dately 499,100 or 97 ~tb, in isolated 
estimated 1954 urbaa population (513 SOO) • i Percent ot the 
both sowers aad water; 8650 or 1,7 p~rcent h:v:ened by 
and about 8110 or so uae city sewers and a sep•~ "'tater only 

1 Th :1. d :1. -a e water supp y, e r._ a er s served by walla and 1 dl d 
sewage dispoAl devices, including both septic t 0 nk vi ual 
outside pr1Y1es. a • and 

The lack of ~ern sanitary facilities has ob i 
1 bad 1 ta effeot oa the present Col1111bus urban patte v ous T~i 

:La undoubtecllJ' ODe of the factors Wbicb bas retard~~· growt: 
to the south in Marion Township where sewers hue b~en liaited 
alaoat entirely to the line along Parsons Avenue and Lake 
Drl Ye. A COIOI)rebensi ve sanitary sewer syst~a a de qua te to 
-t 'the aeeda of the entire urban COIICuni ty for • generation 
or 110re to COlle, is under consideration now. Tbo proposed 
Dn truok linea--in Rddi tion to providhlg relief in some 
cases for existing overloaded sewers--will foster the growtb 
of preaently undeveloped areas such as the sections northeast 
aDd southeast of the city and help promote tho filling in 
of the present unevPn community pattern. However, careful 
paoogr&llling of the building of those main sewers will be 
aecessary to encourage development of tho city outward ns a 
aatural extension of the existing area and to avoid undue 
11011ttering of population tbrougb premature construction of 

putieular line. There will probably bo pressures from 
to th•e to provide portions of the syat911 ahead of the 

schedule in order to abet tbe development of specific 
The final cost of constructing theso lines piecemeal 

undoubtedly be excessive particularly if teoporary 
=~:.::~ plants are required, and such policies would tend 

... log about an uneconomical population scattering ratber 
the compact, continuous cocmunity pattern wbicb con-

and efficiency require. 

Future Population Distribution 

t of the atooic and 
Iince World War Il and developmen bl~ public discussion 

bombs, there bas been conside~~Ucularly ns they 
bl of national defense, P 1 Extreme 

~~our~~~ decentralization and dlspersa • 
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of deonvaliutloo have neo JII'OPO&ed tbe breuioe 
up of aaistiDI larp urbao aul-atiODB aod tile re-bouaba 
ot tbls populatioa 1D -ller satellite a011auoit1es surrouoded 
'bJ aertaultural bM aod psenbelts. Tlworetically, at least, 
utelltte cities oould be built wbioh would be sucb .ore 
lheable aDd, of -. -h 1- wlDerable to at011ia 
attack thaD the preeent dar Mtnpoli tao oity • 

.. _ Consideratioos of national defense aro iiiPOI'taot aod sboald 
""!' taken into aCCOUilt, particularly in tbe deelp of a aee 
c .. ty. ln a -tropolls as larp as Ool...W., boweYer, it 
'""'ld be prohibitively costly aDd froa a practical staodpoiot, 
Yb't\aally t..pGesible, to r&IIO't'e larp aepeots of the 
-::~!~t~!' &Del to rebuild tbase aep1nta at widely separated 
~ wbere satiafactory public fao111tlea aDd aervloas 
..,..~,a be eUicieotly aDd -.aaically eupplied. ben in 
~::·~~w~b~~~er~e post-war racoutrucUoa. baa provided aceptioaal 
I for urban de•elo~nt alone tbe propoaed ... 

, the coostructioa of nee towns has beao dlaappolotloelJ 

This is not to say, bowner, that cC)JIIIlete COBIPilCtDBae 
cltJ ls tbe desirable objective of tbe pl&DDiDI propaa. 

CIUl be done in Ool1111bus by takiDI acl't'aotaae of tbe riven 
~~t~~~1~a~d~d~itional wedees of open space sacb as alreadr 
jl 1Ja ty Farm and the State Bospltale oo West 

Tbe reservation of low-lyinC land alODI tbe priocipal 
for recreation, conservation, agricQlture and siailar 

::::~would provide desirable open apace which would 
aa fire-breaka and tend to reduoe poteatial bOab 

furthermor e , tbe development of a better balanced 
~~~108 of aajor industrial centers tbroQibout tbe ur~ 
~ of defense as well as t be foster DC 

::~ata~jer:;ve purpose~ tb Botb of tb88e contderaUone 
pattern 0• crow • 1 Uon 

~lzed in determining a desirable popu a 
ltt.on for the Columbus urbaa area. 

f ulation as of 1980 
•sirable future distribut1on1~ t!:!ral in character 
allOWD on Plate 12 • This map tbe number of peraona 

intended to indicate esact~~r example, 110 attempt 
be located iD each block. i tbe areas wbicb should 

•de at tbla time to determ n:bllc purposes and 
IICboOls' parks and other p of the planning program. 

be covered in later pbases b tbat there will be 
eral distribution is sue •pa• for these facilities. 



-41-

of exi:~iproposed population pattern is based on a recognition 
exist ng conditions, past growth trends, tbe location of 
biliting and proposed community facilities, and tho availa-
It isydoof vacant land suitable for residential development. 
d signed to bring about better balance and a greater 
Togree of efficiency than inhere to the present community. 

he proposed distribution is adopted to tho creation of 
compact residential neighborhoods with their own schools 
parks, shopping centers and other integrated public faciiitios. 
Io genorolp the location of the future population 1s an ex
tension of the existing development pattern. It differs 
from the present principally in tho vacation of proposed 
industrial areas and a more even distribution of population 
especially to t he south. 

Within the present Columbus corporate limits an increase 
of only 20,000 bas been contemplated. Usable vacant land 
inside the city is very limited and the small increments of 
population to be expected around tho existing periphery will 
be partly offset by displacement of population by commerce 
1nd industry io other sections. However, tbero will undoubtedly 
De additional increases in somo sections of the city, also due 
to further concentrations of population witbio those districts 
as the urban area grows in size. The various iocprporated 
co~unities immediately adjoining tho city, including Bexley, 
Upper Arlington, Grandview Heights and Whitehall, are 
expected to accommodate by 1980, sOQo 72,500, which 
represents ao increase over the prosoot of about 21,000. 
The remaining 285,500 estimated to be added to the total 
Columbus urban population during the next twenty-five years 
or so would be located outside these existing incorporated 
co~unities in the general area extending from Walnut Cre~k 
on the east to New Rome on West Broad Street and from 
Granville Dublin Road to the upper reaches of Hamilton and 
Jackson Townships. Urbancrcst, Grove City, Obetz and 
Minerva Park ore also included in the general urban area. 

The population pattern delineated on Plate 12 would be 
ti ous and sufficiently compact to justify urban facilities 

con nu excessive service costs. All of this area lies witbio 
with~~~nds of the drainage districts which would be served by 
the of maio sanitary sewers oow under consideration. 
the system opulatioo will inevitably locate beyond the 
While some P 1 existing bigbways and county roads, 
urban area, as as~~~ld be sufficiently spacious to providu 
these dwellings di posal and should not expoct to r~ceivo 
satisfactory sdew:g~f s:rvice accorded close-in areas. 
the same stan ar 



, 

I I 

.. 
\ 

r... i t 

( f 

COLUMBUS URBAN AREA 
F R ANK LI N COU NT Y, OHIO 

-~-

·~ ~ 

-+-

t 

ri 1 w I 

r l 'r~ 

j-

• 

• • 
~ 

"~ en-...: '"'---!--" '\,lr-.. ) ;r > ': 

> 
FUTURE DENSITY OF POPULATIO 



-42-

Future Population D~naities 
Tbe pOpulation de 1ti 

suggested future po lns es which would result fro• the 
pu at1on distribution are shown on Plate 13. 

Inside the present b d 
districts at the north oun aries of Columbus, except for 
west aide, tbore would ~dg~ ot the city and areas on the near 
existing pattern Th e ew donsity changes from the 
now the densest ~ec e area around Goodale Park, which is 
slightly and area ~ion of tho city, ia expected to decrease 
betwoon the S s n west Columbus extending generally 
to gain Th c~~to and the state institutions aro expected 

• e stricts at the northern periphery of the 
city Which are still undergoing development would have 
population densities somewhat over 10 persons per gross 
acre. 

Tho pattern of the other incorporated comaunities would 
romnin approximately the same. However a substantial 
population increase is anticipated in Cpper Arlington even 
though this would not change its present density category, 
aDd Whitehall would show considerable density gains when 
presently undeveloped areas aro fully occupied, 

Outside tbese comounitios oost of tbe urban area ~ould 
have a density of 5 to 10 persons per gross aero, but Lincoln 
Y1llage and parts of ~rion Township are expected to be 
bgllt up somewhat more intensively, based on prevailing lot 
~fla and their potential capacitio•. The areas sbown on 
Plato 13 in the one to five person per ncre range are of 
.. nerally rolling or rugged topography which is adaptable 
to estate or suburban types of development rather than small 
building lots. 

As is apparent from the plate, tho future density pattern 
would bo a most logical and rational one. High population 
densities would be confined to a central core more or less 

di g tho downtown business district. ~cdium densities 
surroun n 35 ersons per gross acre would be found in 
between 20 and P . of the city whore close building 
most of the older portlo~s and lower densities would prevail 
construction bas oc~~r~uture urban area. such an arrange
out to tbe edge of ld bave many advantages in good 
mon t of tbe population wou osidential oeigbborhoods, and 
transportation, convenient ries It can bo brougbt about 
economical community faci111~ 8~ plan and a definite planning 
by following a definite an u only result in uneconomical 

1 t o do this can t a program. Fai ure tion highor public service cos s, 
scattering of the popula facilitios and services and 
lower standard of communiti d fiscal problems which already 
aggravation of the pbysicaot~:r large urban communities. 
besot Columbus as well as 
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GENERAL LAND USE 

Viewed broadly it · th 1 community which det~rm· 1& i e and use pattern of the 
locations of the diffe::~: kfsdover-all efficiency. The 
and the intensi t n 6 and types of urban uses 
fix the populati~nw~f~t:~~~~ispecific areas are developed 
arrangement of the city It ~: ~:: density and the general 
noighborho d i d • s arrangement of residence 
t b 0 6 • n ustrial and comnercial center s, the down-
own usiness district, major public areas etc whi h 

establishes the basis for the street and thorougbfar ecsystem 
transportation and the various local service facilities . ' 
The pattern of land uses, therefore , provides the physical 
foundation of the city. 

Exist ing Land Use 

The pattern of existing land usee within the Columbus 
urban area is shown i n a somewhat diagrammatic manner on 
Plate 14. Because of limitations imposed by scale and the 
means of map repr oduction, only the genPral extent of the 
major residential, commercial, industrial and public or 
semi- public areas has been shown. Except for residence uses, 
no attempt is made to differentiate between divisions of 
the land use categories, as between light and heavy industry, 
or public and semi-public property . Two types of residence 
areas are indicated, however, those occupied predominantly 
by one and two family dwellings , and those devoted to multiple 
housing units . Areas whicb are quite scattorod and agricultural 
or vacant land have been omitted from the map. 

Within the present corporate limits of Columbus, the 
existing land use pattern is virtually complete and very 
compact. Vacant land is extremely limited, consisting 
mainly of small scattered areas at tho north edge of the 
cit y and in East Columbus. These areas, including so~e 
unusable land, comprise only 7.5 percent of tho total city. 
The unused area adjoining the State Fairgrounds will be 
absorbed by tbe contemplated Fairgrounds extension. A . 
l ar ae part of the present city is occupied by aultiple

1
bouslng, 

• 1 t nd south for a square m1 e or 
which extends general Y easi :as district and includes over 
aor c around the central bius ~tntion and Ohio state University • . 
hal f the area between Un on 

ities immediately adjoining 
The various incorporated commu~ Bexley and uarble Cliff -

the city are also relat~vel~ c~=~~~t~ly developed and Upper 
Gra ndview Heights are a mos c 11 vacant areas and the large 
Arlington, except for a fe; s~avard and tho University Farm 

between Northwest ou e 
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=~~~~ ~! ~~s~inger Road, is practically built up. There is 
Riverl m e room for expansion, however, in portions of 
south ea - Worthington and the unincorporated areas to their 
th • and most of Whitehall is yet to be occupied. Beyond 

et~ain body of urbanization, development bas tended to 
sea er widely. Small clusters of homes are to be found 
along most of the principal highways and many of the county 
roads as well as following the upper Scioto , the latter 
COllsisting generally of more spacious, estate properties. 

One Of the salient characteristics of the ex>sting land 
use pattern is the large amount of ribbon eoamercial develop
mont. While this is characteristic to a greater or less 
degree of most American cities, the trend toward ~trip 
commerce in Columbus has been especially pronounced, much be
yond the average in most cities of this size. North High 
Street, Cleveland Avenue, East main Street, Parsons Avenue 
and West Brood Street are almost completely occupied by 
business establishments and such other arteries as Sullivant 
Avenue, Livingston, ~t. Vernon, Long Street and ~est Fifth 
Avenue aro substantially taken over by commercial enterprises. 
More recent trends in Columbus, as elsewhere, havo been in 
tho direction of the more compact, concentrated shopping 
center, but, even in this respect, the city has gone beyond 
most othor comparable communities in the construction of 
five or six major marts, each comprising from 40 to almost 
100 establishments. Due to the exceptionally large amount 
of comoercial zoning, scattered stores are also found in many 
areas which aro predominantly residential. While strip 
commerce will be difficult to chango now, most of the scattered 
commercial development should eventually be abandoned in 
favor of the strategically placed consolidated center. 

Another striking feature of the existing urban patt~rn 
is the large number of railroads entering the city, whic 

t h ith the various railroad yards and adjoining 
toge er w t Columbus These railroads serve 
industries tend to b!se~raffic cir~ulation, particularly in 
as serious harriers o use numerous street crossings 
a north-south directionh an~ic~ance and hazard to vehicular 
at grade, which are botonawit: industries, the railroads have 
movement, In eombinati idential development in several 
also interfered with re&l ockets of generally poor housing, 
locations, creating smal P d parts of west Columbus. 
as along East Fifth Avenue ~n t r along the railroads mainly 
Industries have tended to cbus :rea although a deeir~ble 

i the center of the ur an i blished around the 
wi tb n i l district has been es a t of the city and 
new industr a d General aotors plants we~he New York Central 
westinghouse an t ies are located along 
a number of ind~;o~ds to the south. 
and C. & 0, Rai 
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In addition t 1 · subst 0 norma ~ndustrial uses, there are several 
area an~~a~ areas--outside the city but well within tbe urban 
Tbe i-w c are used for the extraction of native materials. 
Du argest of these is an area of considerable size between 

blin Road and the Scioto fiiver which is devoted to the 
mining of limestone. Other areas, notably south of the 
city along Chillicothe Road and the Scioto River are used 
for the extraction of gravel. Removal of these ~terials 
has croated extensive areas of depleted land which is no 
longer suitable for any building purpose. While portions 
of such property are adaptable to recreation, as the creation 
of lakes for water sports and fishing, or other public uses, 
careful control should be exercised over this type of 
operation in the future to avoid further spoliation of 
desirable urban land. 

Residential areas, in general, have followed a compact 
and reasonably logical pattern. Multiple dwellings, as 
mentioned bofore, have located prioarily within the central 
section surrounding the downtown business district and to 
the north around Ohio State University. As in other communities. 
however, there bas been a scattering of multiple dwellings 
also, notably in the districts adjoining Grandview Heights, 
north of Ohio State University, and along East Broad Street, 
as well as in parts of East Columbus and Hilltop. One and two
family residences predominate in Hilltop, a large portion 
of central and east Columbus, and in practically all of the 
areas north of Ohio State University and the State Fairground. 
Tho various incorporated communities around the city are 
almost ontiroly one and two-family in character. Upper 
Arlington and Bexley bave many fine single family home~ and 
worthington, Riverlca and Marble Cliff possess attract~ve 
residence districts. 

Whitehall, on the other band, is not developing in a 
completely satisfactory way. Different parts of this 
village vary markedly in bousing densities and property at 
the west along ~aplewood, Collingswood and Robinwood Avenues 

1 
latted in very deep lots which preclude tho desirable 

8 p t ch of this land A large part of Whitehall is 
usel~ mu ed but existi~g vacant areas will undoubtedly 
stiabs~~~~d ~nder the normal processes of building con
be ti sin~e this is still a young community. struc on • 

d velopments have tended to ~catter outside 
Residential e or incorporated communities, as stated 

Columbus ~nd th~b~thscattering is by no moan~ limited to 
before • llhilo s one segment of the urban area' 1 t 
any one townshiP or any d to the south of the city. Much 
is noticeably mor~ ~r~~~~:~esouth of Columbus in Warton 
of the residentia u 
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Township and beyond is 
trailers, and jerry-bui~~o~~mconsisting of shacks, modified 
since it has placed a sta es, Tbis 1e most unfortunate 
trict which is well locat:~ ~~t~ndesirability on a large dis
community and where full d 1 respect to t he r est of the 
tor balanced growth. A ca;~: o&ment is needed to provide 
program should be eliminatio 0 Jective of the planning 
and gradual rehabilitati fn of substandard dwelling units 

on ° tbis area as a whole , 

\'/bile they are not shown separately on the Land Use 
Map • many trailer camps are to be found in Olnrion Clinton 
and Franklin Townships and along East r.ll\in Street' in Whi to
hall, These trailer camps are not attractive neighbors to 
other residence districts, create special service problems 
and are difficult to integrate into the community as a whoie, 
They should not be permitted to locate helter-skelter but 
should be grouped, where possible, with their own utliities, 
adequate open spaces and satisfactory access roads. 

Despite the deficiency of large parks and recreation 
areas in general, the Columbus urban area is considerably 
above average in the extent of public and semi-public property. 
This is characteristic of capital cities and here is due 
principally to the large areas occupied by Ohio State Universi tr, 
the University Farm, the State Hospital and Institute on West 
Broad Street, Port Columbus, tbe State Fairgrounds, etc. 
With tho exception of University Farm, none of these has 

as a barrier to urban expansion, nnd the latter is 
insurmountable-- growth north of Upper Arlington in the 

will undoubtedly continue around the University property. 

Amount of Land Used 

The amount of land used for tbo various urban ~~pos;~e 
t d to the population of the collltlun y. 

is directly rela e . the City of Colucbus, 
areas of different land uses witbln and the recaindcr of the 
the other incorporated co~~ni~iesFor purposes of co~parison 
urban area are sbown on Ta e f~r determining !uture urban 
as well as to provide afb~:!stotal developed area occupied 
needs, the percentage o use categories and the acreage 
by each of the maJOr land lation are also shown. 
per 100 persons of present popu 

ity linit& a little ~rore 
1'/i thin the existing Colu~bus l~pod aron 1~ u~ed for 

than two-fifths of tb~h~ot~! c~~~arable with the r~ti~ ~~ r 
residence purposes. s man other cities o s m a 
residence development fou~dg!nof l~nd devoted to one ~~d of 
size, altbough the percenl~ btly lower and the propor on 
two-family dwellings is s g 
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beyond is poor, consistin 
jerry-built homes, This g i.~f m~hncks, lllOdifi•d 
l aced a st:mp of undesirabUit st uotortuoate 

we 11 located with respect to Y on a large dis
where full development is need!he rest of the 
_n.,,.h. A major objective of t d to pro~ide 

be elimination of substandard h~plaoo1o~ 
1naoili tation of this area ae a helUog units 

~ w ole. 

nrc not shown separately on the L 

~~:~e•~c~~a~;m;~ps are to be found in 1 nrl aod Use and alo E ' on • Clinton ng ast Main Stroot In 'l!bit 
~:ra>.ler camps are not attrnctivc neighbors t~

districts, create special s~rvico pr bl 
it ·t . oems t to n eg1n e 1nto the community nan h i 

be permitted to locate heltor-akelter ;.~e. 
~o·od, where possible, with their own ut1i1ues 
spaces and satisfactory access ronds. ' 

deficiency of large parks and recreation 
, the Columbus urban area is coosiderably 

1n the extent of public aod se111i-public property. 
lt•eristic of capital cities and hero is due 

the large areas occupied by Ohio State ~ohcrslt), 
Fa1-m, the State Hospital nnd Institute oo ~est 

Port Columbus, the State Fairgrounds, etc. 
of University Farm, none of these ha• 

ier to urban expansion, and the latter is 
north of Upper Arlington in the 

continue around tho UniversitY propert]. 

Amount of Land Used 
i urbnn purposes 

of land used for tho var o~: collllun! ty. The 
ted to the populntlon h of c! ty of colu.,bus, 

land uses wi thln t e the rroa!ndcr of tbe 
-poratcd communi ties • and s of cwpar!oon 
~~ 1 7 For purpose b , 
ahov;n on Tab e • · !ng future ur 3 

ide a basis for deter~~~cd area occupied 
·e·ntngc of the total devc d thO acreage 
"' tegorles an aajor land use ca also sh0•0 • 

of present populaUon are I core ., utt • 
citY Hill itS • tor 

existing Columbus ed arc> !& u~ed o of 
of the total devclo~blC w!~h tM r~t~!oilar 
·~:~n This is compar other cit!OS o e and 
.D t found in ma~~nd devoted to r~~ort!oD of 
the percentage of r nod thO P 

ings is slightlY lowe 
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the city in multiple dwelli 
in the average city. ~ore ~~:nabou~ twice as high as that 
for streets and approximately on~~e four:h,ot Coluabus is used 
industry and railroads lb . savent or commerce, 
with the ratios in oth~r c ese f~fures are also comparable 
is available However d ommiutn hes for which information 

• ' esp e t e large area ot public 
~roperty, only one-seventh of the total city development i 
evoted to public and semi-public uses, which is less thans 

the proportion (about one-sixth) found in the average city 
an~ indicative of the relatively small area in Columbus set 
as1de for parka and other recreation purposes, Tho high degree 
of land utilization within the existing corporate limits is 
shown by the very low proportion of the city (7.5 percent) 
now vacant. This, of course, varies greatly in individual 
communities, but the percentage in Columbus is less than 
one-third of the overall average found in eleven other 
large self-contained cities. 

The distinctly residential character ot the incorporated 
areas around the city is obvious f r om tho high proportion of 
land--well over half-occupied by one and two- family homes 
in these communities. The percentage~ of land occupied for 
various urban purposes within the unincorporated portions 
of the urban area are influenced somewhat by the very large 
average of public and semi- public property. There is, however, 
a substantial amount of commerce and industry, including 
drive-in theatres , trailer camps and land excavation, outside 
Columbus . 

It is evident from tho relationship of land use areas 
to population that existing development is much more intensive 
inside the city. Less than six acres per 100 population are 
occupied by all urban uses inside the Columbus corporate 
limits compared with nearly 12 acres per 100 in the incor
porated areas around the city and more than 26 acres per 100 
persons in the unincorporated part of. the community. Well 
over half the latter is used for publ1c purposes and streets. 
Considering tho community as a whole, the present urban 
population uses only 8 . 4 acres per 100 persons. 

R idential development inside Columbus is very compact, 
es 100 population in contrast with 

requiring only 2.5 acrest~erly in the incorporated and un-
6 . 8 and 6,0 acres respec ve it The hiGher figure for 
incorporated areas outside the c o~;wbat unusual and may be 
the incorporated communities isc~ous developments in Upper 
explained by tho relatively s~~ be expected, the ratios of 
Arlington and Bexley. As mig 

1 
d 1 nd increase substantially 

commercial, industrilaltiando~~;i~~atbeacity, due partly to 
in relation to popu a on 
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Developed Land-Acres per 
columbus 

Columbus Urban Area 

100 Persons 
Average of 
11 cities Use 

One and Two Family R esidence 

Multiple Dwelling 

Commercial 

Industrial and Railroads 

Public and Semi-Public 

Streets, Alleys and Roads 

2.10 

,43 

.25 

,65 

.88 

1.63 

5,94 

.-ot including land excavation 

2.94 

.37 

,34 

l . 71 

2.20 

8.24 

2.26 

.20 

.20 

.71 

1,09 

1.65 

6.11 

While residential development in general wi tbin the CitY 
of Columbus is reasonably comparable with that in the average 
city, the ratio of land used for multiple dwellings is twice 
aa b1gh, duo no doubt to the number of apartments and board
tal houses occupied by students at Obio State University and 
br government employees. !be city's position as a commercial 
center iS evident. Industrial development is a little below 
average, as pointed out in tbe section on the Economic sase, 
but recent trends bave indicated that a substantial future increas~ maY be e~pected . Despite a deficiency in parks, 
the much larger than average amount of public land provides 
an index to Columbus's importance as the sent of government 

and education in the state. 

Future Land Usc 

There is a definite relationshiP betwoon 
of a communitY and tbe area of land which the 
and kinds of urban development will require. 

the population 
various typos 
However, in 
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use r•tt!: the future needs of the co .. unity, exietiog land 
bulldtne traust be revised to take into cooaideration aodero 
For exaapl eoda and probable future chnngea in land occupancy. 
developnea~ ' recent trends in co~reial aod industrial 
ostabliah have altered the areas needed for new business 
Wi t h Off menta, the modern, consolidated •hopping center 
tho ag r-atreet parking requires conaidflrably more land than 
the do!o~gate of equivalent scattered stores, and avon within 
for Parkiown business district subst~ntial areas are ne~ded 
t.(odern 1 ~g lots, garages and other terminal fa.cilities. 
hori 0 ustrial building is tending toward single Htory, 
oftozontal construction with tho employee parking lot, which 
i n requires an area of 50 or 100, or in exceptional 

nstnnoea, several hundred acres or mora to allow for land
~caping, and ample future expansion of tho plant. The trend 
oward gr~ater spaciousness has also affected the areas 

needed for residential construction, with appreciably larger 
lots and wider yards an~ open spaces. The trend toward 
reduction i n family size which bas been taking place for 
several decades will also iofluenco the area of land needed 
for residence purposes by requiring more dwelling unit& to 
accommodate a given population. Opposed to these factors 
which tend to increase the ratio ot l3nd used 18, of course, 
the opposite tendency toward more inten&ive use of urban 
land, particularly within the central city, aa tho over-all 
population grows. 

The Future Land Use Plan 

The general pattern of lnnd uses propoAod fo1· the future 
Columbus urban area 1s shown in a diagrammatic manner on 
Pl~te 15. This is designed tc accommodate the estimated 
1980 population of some 830,000 person&. In d9signating 
specific areas for residence, industry, eorn1~rrce, or other 
uses due consideration has been given to existing development 
and tho nood or feasibility of alterins tho present landi ti g 
occupancy. For example, a much greater extentdofith~l:x ~utn 
etrip comm~rcial areas is shown than would be es ra t 

t is recognized that much of the pattern of t~; prese~e done 

~i.bb8,o1,o10~::~~o~~~nt1~st~~ !~~!!t!~e:ft:~!t~~~~:f~~~:~~1:~~ial 
• dwelling areas have beeto place~ ~~ef~~sitr of develop-

ae·ed on dominant dwcll1ng ypes an 
These are: 

( e than 35 persons per gross 
(1) High Density Areasl mo~ lti-storied apartments 

con81sting principal Y o mu 
• ~cnle housing projects. 
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(2) Wcdium Density Area (
20 acre), comprising t•o-story 6 to 35 Persons Per gross 

apar tments' intermingled One l:ro~p t!OUSing' four-tam1ly 
an o-famtly dwellings. (3) Low Density Aroas (S t 

20 one and two-fnmtly residences ~ith Persofns Per gross ncre) , 
' one- amily predominating. (4) Suburban (1 to s Persons 

single-family develop111ent. Per gross acre), spacious 

Tho central business district, which has been enlarged 
i ghtly, will c::onttnue to serve as tbe heart of tbe urban ar~•a . Surround1ng this district are the areas proposed for 

density dwellings, including close-in elevator apartments 
group housing Projects. The high density districts 

Cl=·~~~i.~se largely the areas where multiple dwellings aro 
.1 dominant, with consolidation and some enlargement 

the e x isting areas to provide for well-rounded residential 
2hborh.oo·ds. Parts of these districts are poor and will 

rebuilding in the future, two of the areas--north 
Goodale Street and in the vicinity of Central Uarket near 

and Rich Streets--being under consideration in the 
• s present slw:t clearance and redevelopment program. A 

amount of land, embracing practically all of the 
of the city between the Scioto River and Alum Creek 

1 e luding smaller areas along Northwest Boulevard; to the 
n of the Uni verst ty; l.n part of. \Vbi tehall; and in West 

would be allocated to med1um housing densities. 

di~tr!cts ~~~~r!:: :::~1 °!n~h~1~!~e~u~~~i!~"~o~!t;~~tion 
IIUD1ty w ere d d a few new areas such as Whitehall 
JU•u lly occurre an have been built. The 

two to four-family dwedll~ngs nlarged to creat" inteareas have been exten e or e 
neighborhoods. 

N tb and East Colucbus A ortion of the city--notably ~~mainder of tho urban , 
W•Cph of Hill top--and most of the. t dovelopr.~ont, pr1nclpall) 
bave been reserved for low ~e~~~o~porated communities 

fa mily homes • di~~i~~~~;a single-family ~np~~~~~~!~r 
Columbus are ld be preserved an hi b 

"'e,se ighborhoods shou need to develop g 
... ne There is no of the 

of good housing • from the central coro ula tion 
l't1o•n densities re~ot:ist1ng developcent a~/~~ sufficient 

continuation o ~ns per gross acre l~o~s good thorough~1e•s of 5 to 10 pers d utilities as we 
IIOIIOCiical services an 

p a r ks and schools. 
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f ew areas designated as 
aaged or rolling land wbicbs~burban consist generally 

sites or which has al 6 not suitable for scall 
home . These would com~:~dy ~ended toward the estate 
acres or more and would 6~ ots of a half acre to 

~Des of urban services neces:aor rfequire sanitary sewers, 
JlC)plmen t • Y or norma 1 urban 

I n the allotment of areas for industry, a conscious 
has been made to provide a balanced distribution of 

employment centers. The growing traffic congestion 
the inadequacy of existing streets have made the reduction 

travel distance a necessity if good living conditions are 
be had . While existing railroads and the flat topography 
the land provide almost unlimited potential industrial 

, a number of strategic locations have been selected 
widely separated sections. In addition to recognizing 

present central industrial pattern, considerable enlarge
W.1t A of existing districts have been recommended in the 

ty of the now f.estinghouse - General Motors plants on 
Broad Street; in South Columbus and Marion Townships; 

t he area south of Port Columbus; and between the Pennsylvania 
r oad and 17th Avenue in Clinton Township. Parts of the 

••·~~- arc partiallY developed with substandard housing, 
would have to be cleared. Besides these major 

~d·~strial districts, smaller industrial areas are proposed 
t he north of the city along Innis and Cleveland Avenue 

lon Morse Road; at the crossing of tho New York Central 
~ g lvania Railroads beyond Trabue Road; at the inter

lec~tioennn~~ the ~ew York Central lines south of Livingston 
'"'Eonule d t several other points • .. , an a 

roposed land use plan recognizee most of 
While tho ~ensive striP commercial development along 

t he existing ex d ;~in, Parsons and other strcots , only 
- --tb High, &roa 'ercial centers--most of tbem already 
the principal ~om:t in part--have been shown, and no attempt 
developed, at ea·esignate local shopping districts beyond 
has been made to ~y occupied. In certain sections of the 
a feW areas alreacd fer future growth, shopping centers 
urban area propos d but these locations nre general except 
have beeP sugges~:mercial establishments have already fixed tho 
whore extstiogt~onal local business districts should be desig-

ttern• Addi llY prepared zoning regulations. 
pa :1. cnrofU 
nated 11 
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BK1st1ng large public an 
proposed land use plandbs:mi-public areas are shown 

,£u~ate additional sites wi~b ~~ attempt bas been made 
of certain existing 8 exception of the 

'llayfields. (School site areas and a few new parks 
be studied in detail ands, small parks and playgrounds 
phase of the pla . recommendations made in a 
along the riversn~~~gc~~~f:a=~d 0~~::v~r, low-lying 

buildi~g pu~poses ha~e been indicated dia:::m::~~!!~~;e 
o ca 1 attent1on to the necessity for restrict!~ 

types of development at these locations. Portions g 
- ~~•1 & land are desirable, and should be used for public 

tion; other areas may be forested or used for agriculture 
The land now being depleted by limestone quarrying the ' 

~action of gravel or similar operations, possesses a ~pecial 
problem since excavation usually proceeds to a 

where only a deep, wide pit remains. This land also 
unsuited to any urban purpcse except perhaps certain types 
recreation as in the creation of artificial lakes or in 

fill operations and the like, and bas been designated 
tho plan for eventual public ownership. 

Tbe approximate areas allocated in the proposed plan 
the major types of land use are shown in Table 8, along 
existing areas. In order to facilitate comparison, an 

'!~=~~tieywas made of the acreage of streets and thoroughfares 
r• within the residential, commercial, industrial and 

districts comprising the existing land use pattern, and 
figures previously given in Tablo 1 wnro revised accord

to indicate the gross areas allotod to each use. The 
and proposed future land uso ratios of area to popu

are also shown in Table 8. 

E 1 ting development within the Columbus urban area 
. x 8 ome 44 ooo acres, or 8.6 aeros per 100 population. 

requ1rcs 5 rs fr~m the figure of 8.4 Bcros per 100 listed 
(ThiS dif~ebecause of the inclusion of water areas.) Tbe 
in Table n of land uses shown on Plate 15 embraces 
future pa~terproximately 116,000 acres, or 14.0 acres per 
an area 0 3~ ulation. This is, of course, a very substantial 
100 future P ~h should be more than Bmplo to accommodate the 
increase, wbith of the city for the next twenty-five years, 
expected gro:Ore spacious and extensive types of development 
e ven thouch d te • 
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The area 
about 9.7 acr: designated for residence purposes aggregate 
the e~isting 8 Per 100 persons, which is nearly double 
not completelacreage. While the 1980 and 1954 figures are 
due to classi~icomparable with reference to deDsity categories 
(one and two t cation of existing areas by types of dwellings 
residence di amily and multiple units), the low density 
extensive asstricts would be over two and one-half times as 
moro than 270~Xisting one and two-family areas, and considerably 
unit dwelling acres would actually be available tor multiple 
areas Propos : ~ithin the high, and in part the medium, density 
set aside f e n the 1980 plan. Nearly 14,000 acres are 
ex:pected or suburban homes, which, of course, are not 

ciliti to require urbantypes of public services and es. 

Over 300 acres are allocated to tbe central business 
~M~rict. This would allow for reasonable expansion of 

ness and commerce, in addition to areas for off-street 
arking, although future development is more likely to consist 

improvement or replacement of existing buildings than 
~~~~~,~ntial expansion of the present area. Competition between 

shopping centers and downtown establishments is 
in Columbus, and a very considerable improvement in 

appearance, accessibility and convenience of the whole 
lellttr·al district will be needed if this area is to hold ita 

the future. Tbis problem will be discussed in greater 
in connection with other phases of the planning program. 

While the areas designated for commerce in the proposed 
are about 900 acres more than the areas already used 
1S54 figures include the central busi~ess district), it 

bo·uld be noted also that most local shopp1ng centers have 
omitted from the plan, partly because of the scala of 

map and partly beoause a detailed study of specific ~eigh
Drboods' ·will be required later to determine such distric a. 

over 13 000 acres are set aside for industry and rTa~~-
' ti the area now in use· .. ,ds, approximately three mes opulation is 75 percent 

of 1.6 acres per 100 futur: Ponsiderably higher than 
•l!'er tban the present ratio an c Even considering 

now found in most American ci:ie~;ial sites, employee 
ent-day trends toward large in usb ld be moro than 

,ark ing, etc., the allotted acreages ou 
1e for a community of 830,000, 
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The increase in public and semi-public property is 
due primarily to the land comprised in the areas now being 
depleted by limestone or gravel extraction and low-lying 
land along the major streams which are recommended for public 
ownership or reservation since they are unsuitable for 
building construction, All of this territory may not be 
publicly acquired although portions ot both types of areas 
can be utilized effectively for some forms of recreation. 
In addition to these areas, a substantial acreage of public 
parks and recreation facilities will be needed to do away with 
present deficiencies in this respect, as well as to meet 
future demands, and new school and playground sites will be 
required as the community grows, Specific recommendations 
as to schools, parks and recreation will be made in a later 
phase of the planning program, 

I 
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WAYS AND WEANS OF BRINGING ABOUT THE DESIRABLE 
POPULATION AND LAND USE PATTERN 

The deairable population and land uae pattern described 
in the foregoing is a primary objective ot the planning 
program. lt Will not, however , come about either by pre
paring the Plan or by the normal processee of unguided urban 
growth. lt is evident from the preeent arrangement of popu
lation and land uses in the Columbus urban area that the city 
has not grown entirely satisfactorily in the past, even though 
it compares favorably with most other American communities of 
similar size. A well-balanced community pattern can be 
brought into being only by conscientiously following over 
a long period of years a predetermined, carefully thought 
out community design. This will require the earnest efforts 
and sincere cooperation of public officials and the public 
as a whole in providing improvements and services and in 
carrying out individual development projects directed toward 
u ltimate fruition of the plan. 

The extent to which the proposed future pattern of 
population and land uses is actually developed will depend 
largely upon the local governmental agencies and their future 
practices and policies with respect to land development, 
public improvements , and various other procedures and 

1 tor devices . Specifically , in order to insure a ;::~o:abl~ distribution of the future population and there 
desir able land use arrangement , tho following measures a 

Zoning 

a means of guiding the use of land and 
Zoning is dance with a comprehensive plan, in d b'~lLd:L n,gs in accor riate uee of tbe land an 

order to pr omote tbe most appr~p values throughout the 
to conser ve and pr otect p~ope!n~ tor controlling tbe use 

area. lt is an ins rum f buildings, the open 
land a nd buildings, the ~eig~~s ~f population io different 

..,a,ce around them , and the ens Y lations attuned to the 
of the community. Zoning re~land uses described in 

6e1ei.r ••blLe pattern of population a~ ingle moans of bringing 
thie report ar e the most importan s 
about tbe desirable urban pattern. 
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ln th separat e Columbus urb 
differee agencies bavin an area there is a number of 
Columb nt Parte ot the :rJurisdiction over zoning in 
Whiteh~~i Bexley, Upper A:~i ~or exacple, the City of 
baa Jur and several otbe 0 ••on, Grandview Heights, 
county iadietion within 1tr incorporated communities each 
areas oa~d individual town:b~wn corporate bounds, and the 
easenttu aide. Unified or Ps have jurisdiction in the 
urban alto the satisf~ctorat least coordinated, zoning is 
betwe area, which calls for Y growth of all parte of the 
separ:~ the City of Columbusa ~1gb degree of cooperation 

o Villages and townsb! ranklin County, and all the 
1ps. 

ExistinR Zoning 

Zonlng regulation 
in 1923. Zoning outsi~ were first enacted in Columbus 
townships, has been adoett:e city, including 16 of the 18 
the Columbus zoning ord~ e in aore recent years. While 
the present zonin dis nance has been aaended aany times, 
as originally ado~ted !rict aap is basically about the same 
zoning pattern now in e~me three decades ago. The general 
area is shown on Plate 1~~ct throughout the Columbus urban 

sbowt!! i~eobvious from comparision of this map with Plate 14, 

1 
present land use pattern, and with the proposed 

and use plan, that existing zoning of the Columbus urban 
area ie rather poorly related both to existing conditions 
a nd what might be desired. The areas now zoned for industry 
( including extraction of limestone and gravel) and for business 
are exceptionally large--quite out of keeping with any reasonabl• 
expectation for the use of this land. For example, industrial 
districts embrace a very substantial portion of the whole 
c entral city, as well as sizeable arena to the west and south, 
including also a large district south of Livingston Avenue 
which is now almost entirely residentially occupied. Commercial 
zones are completely out of keeping with the potential demand. 
In addition to the plethora of strip zoning along ~orth High, 
Broad, Cleveland, Parsons and other major thoroughfares, re
.ulting in the excessive ribbon business davelopmeo~s described 
.. rlier in this report, large areas--far beyond any reasonable 
rttO\liz,e•oonts for future commercial use--have been allocated 

!~:,!!: of the central business district and along Wain, Yearling, 
lton Road and Broad Street in Whitehall. Spot commercial 
lets within the City of Columbus are also numerous; 

~8,80 cannot be justified eithe~ on the basis of reasonableness 
t heir relation to a comprehensive zoning plan; and other 

.. ~1rc:ial districts are unduly scattered in North Columbus, 
Clinton TownshiP particularly. 



In gen 
~e&idenee ~ral, tbe areas set aside for single-family 
Coluabue :. n BeXley, Upper Arlington, and east and north 
land uae ar a rational relationship to tbe dee1rable 
to four f~a~~ero. However, the districts allocated for two 
of enet Co~ Y dwellings are partly scattered, as in parte 
and isolat ~mbus, Hilltop and at the north end of tbe city, 
Columbus ed apartment zones are to be found also in east 
strip zooan Hilltop as well ae in Upper Arlington. The 
the enti ing for residences of all highways and roads in almost 
relatio re county (two townships are unzooed) bears no 
View otnsbip to a rational urban pattern, especially in 
mente tbe lack of density regulations or lot area require
it is ~der Present county zoning. Under these conditions 
develo •Possible to prevent urban types of developaeot--or 
tho 8 ~me~t of urban denaity--from scattering along aaoy of 
ul x st ng county roads, which if persisted in,will 

t1imately create problems of sanitation, garbage collection, 
po ice and fire protection, and similar kinds of services. 
It is desirable and entirely possible to regulate densities 
so that large lots and rural or agricultural types of 
development will be required beyond tbe limits of the urban 
area outlined on Plate 15 witbout the need for aucb costly 
improvements and services. 

The manner in ebicb a zoning ordinance is adainistered 
also determines its effectiveness in guiding future community 
developments. A good zonioa plan requires relatively few 
amendments or changes, and aucb changes should not be cade 
by the Board of Zoning Appeals or the Zoning Administrator. 
These are legally the function of the various legislative 
bodies with the advice and gutdance of the appropriate 
Planni~g Commissions. Nothing can undermine public con
fidence more in both zoning and planning than haphazard, 
ineffective or discriminatory zoning administration. 

Complete revision and redrafting of both tbe t~~: an~ the 
zoning district maps--at least within the Y 0 

and in parts of Franklin County--are osseoti~l to 
1 out of tbe proposed land use P an. 

effective carry ng 1 1 ted to a comprehensive land 
addition to being ~~o~n~er~saioadoquate and largely 
plan, the city or n he text has been under coo-

Dbsolete. While revision ot t ld be iooffeotual without 
•~·aeration for some time,th1stw~uts and district boundaries. 

complete realignment of1~i~e~dcto deter final passage of 
partial revision wou ti factory new ordinance in line 

up-to-date, completelY ~a sand practices and tho land 
modern zoning regulat on: s urban coamuoity. The latter 

requirements of tbe ~~~~quire more detailed land useaa 
needed, but w r tbe present planning progr • 

tban were possible under however, in the future. 
be given high priority, 
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Subdivision Control 
l!uch--perbap 

in the proposed Co~ a~ much as one-halt--of the land included 
The manner in Whi um us urban area is not yet subdivided. 
as vall as the i ~h t~is is done will determine the character 
It tbe develo m n ens ty of the future community pattern. 
generally con~ient of new land subdivisions takes place 
provision i guous to the already existing areas and 

s made for major thoroughfares , neighborhood ~arks, schools and similar local facilities prior to build
ng construction, the convenience of the whole community is 

served nnd local facilities and services are efficient and economical. 

Both the City of Columbus and Franklin County have 
mOdern su~division regulations that are being enforced. As 

previously in this report, there bas been relatively 
little of the scattering of new subdiviaions here which 

occurred in many other urban areas. Continued adherence 
to these policies and practices--including requirements 
that the ~ubdivision install prior to actual building con
struction a satisfactory standard of street paving, sanitary 

or other sewage disposal, storm drainage, and water-
insure the progressive outward development of the 

ieo•mu1ni ty • 

Extension of Public Utilities 

utilities, particularly sewers and water, are 
all urban developments. With a few exceptions, 
owns and operates the water distribution and 

now th urban area. This makes •••erage systems throughout e t lUng the location 
lV8t1Iable a most important means of ~~~u~~rly of residential 

extent of urban develop=en~, ~~rbo confined in the future 
1111•tricts . Water and sewers s ou the area outlined on 

those s~ctions which are ~~t~in made only to those develop-
•1•+,. 15 and extensions shou e 1 expansions of the existlng 

which are normal and n~tu~~ extensions be made through 
pattern. In no case s o~d tracts . Control over such 
vacant or sparsely settl means of controlling the 

ties is another important der to bring about the 
irec:ti.on of future growth in ~~e pattern. lt will be 

population and land t planning report . 
more fully in a subsequen 
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~blic Improvements 
f There are man bl 

rom time to ti Y PU ic improvements Which are needed 
bridges, streetme--:choolR, Parks, recreation areas new 
improvements Wil~a~ ng nnd the like. The timing ot'these 
development of pa t~ve much to do With Promotion ot the 
example a fi r cular sections of the community For Provide~ the ~:Pn~w school or an attractive part fr~queotly 
neighborhood ande us needed to spur development in~ new 
as tho absence Of convoreely, the laCk of PUblic iaprovecents 
Columbus, Will ret:•:e~: aDd good access streets eouth of 
preheneive 1 r e crowth of a district. Tho com
improvement~ :~·t~t ~o~se, Will provide the baste for public 
plan not o 1 e u Uro, and close adherence to this 
Will k n Y will insure a desirable community pattern but 
of thma el possible tho moat effective •nd economical utilization e a ways too limited public funds. 

~blic Understanding and Support 

Proposals outlined in this and subsequent planning ~~li~;~~~~8are designed to foster the creation of a £etropolitan ~ that Will provide benefits and advantages for tbe 
tiro population. Its actual achievement will dep~nd on 

full understanding and support of the public as a whole 
well as on public officials and government agencies. An 
ightoned citizenry will facilitate the administration of 

PG>~•G, subdivision control and the other needed regulations, 
public favor is most essential to the backing of bonds 
tho provision of funds for financing public works progracs. 

With the understanding and support of the citizens, 
officials responsible for enforcement and administration 

added assurance and effectiveness. Througb collaboration 
coordination of tho public icprovement prorrams of the 

RL<·Kto political units comprising the urban area, these 
are rendered easier and considerably aore effective. 

can be brought about~: c~u~:~iz;!;;·~~~P~:!~oa~: !~~~rt-
officials and the com no 

8 
this neans 

the necessary measures anfdtproc~~:spatt!rn is ~ssured. at.nmont of the desirable u uro 
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