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INTRODUCT ION

J Eﬂlmuzgiycﬂniial business district is the heart of the urban
B vl lesat. nocisy ihe focus of ecomowi s IS
Biner but 2lso .fﬂﬂcial activities not only of the city '

B Crovides the i large part of the hinterland beyond.
of government fa ii:E of major retail stores, offices, types
upon the whole ﬂgﬂﬂ“:iiiligﬁtiéziind theaters which rely

neral arrangement of the ﬂiﬂtrictp:tznnigi or use, The
he systems of downtown stree nd of land uses therein,
g the facilities for mass transziriggigzjzzdégizi: ?::Egigsr

street parking are the princi
pal elements which determi
how well the district can perform these funtions, T

(i The protection and even more

1{ central business area are of vital IﬂguiziﬁgzegﬁPéélﬁibﬁgf
[ Not only do the many downtown business establishments and

: 1ndividual property owners have a direct stake in 1its
: future, but the city itself depends on the district for a
(g ;puhstlntial part of its tax income. The assessed valuation
~ of land and buildings in the central business district

) . egates more than $115,000,000 or approximately one
~ seventh of the total valuation of land and buildings in
‘the city as a whole,

Because of its centrality and consequent convenience
and accessibility to most of the population, the downtown
district is able to offer the widest possible choice of
. goods and services as well as to provide the locale for cul=
.ﬂij”'turll events, the theater, or other entertainment which must
" draw from the entire urban population for their interest
and support, These purposes can never be completely re-
placed by outlying centers. While many kinds of goods
and services of the more standard types can and should be
provided in local shopping districis for convenlience and
efficiency, a strong central business district 1s necessary

to the successful maintenance ol specialty shops, most
_elothing stores and similar establishments where personal
. taste and individual preference dictate a wide variety of
" selection, Thus, improvement of existing shopping facilitles
| &nd services as well as in the general appearance, convenience
~ and accessibility of the district would benefit the whole




-

The substantial
ﬁ‘“‘“trﬂl1‘“tiﬁn--bruizgin;hgitsEhurb&n growth--or urban
GF the privite suiocosils for loca1' ieassportation, Ma.
! a marked ef portation, has
Sivw the clnsarE::t on the central city core, Not only
B Skinping c areas been retarded in growth, but large
S moat mnﬁunﬁ:ﬂ“ 2“& sprung up in the outlying sections
B kown merch es, frequently in direct competition with
8 Coiunb ants. This condition is even more pronounced
i z:ﬁgzr;h:ir::dﬁn?: ciii:a of comparable size, with five
existence and severa
construction or planning stage, TFhile th: caitgiﬁﬂiﬁsi:eigﬂ
district is still the primary focus of retail and business
activities here, considerable improvement will be needed
in the future if the downtown area is to hold its own in
competition with these decentralized shopping centers
with their more liberal parking areas and greater freédﬂn
from traffic congestion, Furthermore, intensive building
development and high land values make improvement of down=
town conditions both difficult and costly.

Many of the individual establishments in the central
business district as well as the district as a whole
should be made more attractive, Parking facilities are
congested, additional spaces are already needed and still
more will be required in the future. Present peak traffic
volumes are at or above existing street capacities in much
of the district and better circulation must be brought
about in the future through reduction of through movements
and better traffic control. The expediting of transit
operations and greater use of mass transportation are also

desirable.

Measures designed to bring about the betterment of
these conditions, including plans and recommendations for
the desirable future pattern of land use, are the subject
of this report. In addition to the general organization
of the district, and a suggested parking plan, minor adjust-
ments in transit routing and a few additional connections
to the projected expressway ipnerbelt have Deen proposed,
‘alopng with other suggestions to provide for better tfafiic
circulation and over-all improvement in the district's
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i AND DEVELOPMENT OF

; The area generall

e y comprising the Columbu al
'*T???BErg::t:i::uzsu:ﬂ:;dEd by Naghten Etraet.a:n:::F1
e € east, Fulton St t '

'“?ir l:ﬂ the Scioto River on the west, T;:: 1:ur:}:tiliil o
,w;i » nowever, and includes substantial fringe wholesale &
.ma;iﬂﬂﬂltrill development and several blocks of old dwell-
ng _Which cannot be considered a part of the business
district proper. The concentrated business area, or core

: ‘ district extends from Spri ]
Third and Front. pring to Main Street between

I ™
. While the Columbus business district is not as centrally
ocated as might be desired, primarily because of the un- ad
anced pattern or growth, particularly to the north, it
5 still reasonably accessible to most parts of the community
nd will be made more accessible on completion of the pro=-
Dsed system of expressways, The city is fortunate in the
possession of relatively wide downtown streets although
.féh:llrgn amount of through traffic forced into the district f
utilizes many of the main arteries to or beyond their traffic-
arrying capacities, There is ample room for future expansion
of commercial activities as well as opportunity for the

reation of additional public building sites.

Lo

Organization of the District

In the century and a half of its existence, Columbus
as witnessed many changes in the original settlement,
robably nowhere have these changes been greater or more
auent than in the central area. Many of the business
structures have been replaced over the years, SOme of

them several times, and the various retail stores and
sffices have gradually multiplied and expanded to meet o
the needs of the growing community. More recently, build

lngs have sometimes been removed without replacement, to g
ierve as parking lots or to await other uses more profitable

than the existing structure,

Rt T

1 central business
- han in land use within the genera
iist Ect Efﬁ¢a 1937 are shown on Plate 1, (This map Was

1937 Atlas and
comparing information from a
C::yhgiracgﬁrr with the current land use survey.)
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N
‘‘‘ While a lar
BIERANE 37 years, many of theoe o
Ly nvolve
fﬁ*ﬁ"1:::7‘.::r:§f2{§35§;1¥’ without replacement t; new
bu ew changes taken e in
B - ﬂﬂm:?ltﬂﬂ inner core, The Eltt&l}"mﬂnlm
congiderable extension of the Lazarus store in the vicinity
F?nn. Town Streets and the large new Farm Bureau
. lnn;uEngE;:{ ggilding ug Horth High Street, Except
:Ithﬂ Town and Third and the super-
“;n Rich Street, most of the other numu!ims or
commerc al establishments have been small and quite
-.._ﬁ,,{,. :::nu:h the district, The total land area in-
volved ln new office building and other new commercial
enterprises or extensions (including the F. and R. Lazarus
Compan enlargement) aggregates only some eight acres--an
average of about one-half acre per year,

i
e

.~ It is obvious from Plate 1 that the greatest changes
r-‘!‘iﬂ the establishment of additional pE:htng facilities,
eithe in the form of commercial parking lots and garages
or in the use, at least temporarily, of cleared areas

for private or eoployee parking, For example, two new
farage and five or six new parking lots were located at
the southwest periphery of the business core and a number
_%é“lﬁdltiﬂﬂll lots are to be found between Pearl and Third
3tr on Town, Rich, liain and Wound as well as at the
orth end of the district on Spring and Chestnut, The new
mercial parking lots and garages developed since 1937
prise over 12 acres, with parking accommodations for

, than 3000 cars, although at least four existing park-
"lots were lost during this period to new building con-

'E&}f-ttun. The scattered areas in the northeast sector
of the district are used primarily for private and employee
parking in conjunction with adjoining industries in this

: -; ¢ LB »
ok

The changes in land use between Grant and Fourth Streets
orth of Long involve mostly wholesale or trucking establish-
;5 g or light industrial extensions and concomitant parking;

! 1 he viecinity of East Broad automotive sales and
S ! southeast of the district,

jervice; and the remainder at the
mall warehouses, garages, and a few spall indusiries.
tion of a relatively few structures
aro Bureau buildings there has
d office facilities
than fifteen

- Thus, with the excep
such as the Lazarus and F
been 1little enlargenent of retail an
in the Columbus business dis
‘years despite the substantial
lation, During this period,

tlying shopping centers have
hes are now under construction or are

other hand, five major
Wil veloped and several
gy being planned.

47 e
b
ir e
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;;%;; in Assessed Valuation

- shows graphi
aluation per squargrfgutczil? the average assessed

Ligge 1

B iirizione thereot 1o: ch Loty hht 1606 Y locks
a8 was compi x ;rnn nnvlr‘
gyﬂfhzialg (although squgr;e:higrv:?:lzgzir. f th Iﬂﬂ'i.
ceup ¥ the main Post i : E;ptt!
.upt:ta Office Building E::iﬁﬁi Eity P P
valuations of Ilnstitutions, churches, and other semi-

iblic as well as public tax-exempt properties,

~ In gen
Bluations sre to oo jo 0uld be expected, the highest
alus 0 be found along High 5t
petween Long and Town. How B reet, particularly
in depth . ever, these extend only a half
i 5: on either side of the street and there is a
oth eact and Lpiog off in assessments on the side streets
Oth east and west of High, For example, the average
o ed valuations of land and buildings are largely $50
Or more per square foot along High Street between Gay and
ate, and $40 to $50 per square foot in the two blocks to
fhe immediate north and south, in contrast with $20 to $30
per square foot on Gay, Broad and State Streets and less
“;#1_119 per square foot along Long and Town Streets east
it Pearl, The remaining blocks--west of Front Street and
| the north, northeast, south and southeast sectors--are
Jatively low-valued, most of these rangiog between $2.50

fﬁiﬁlﬂ per square foot,

.~ It is apparent in Plate 2 that there has been a steady
inerease in the value of most of the area between High and
ront Street extending irom Town to approximately Long, as
jell as along Gay 3treet between High and Third and on
road, State and Third Street surrounding the Capitol,

¢ repainder of the district has been comparatively

tatic and many blocks--notably along High Street north

if Long and south of Town 3treet=-have actually declined
in assessment since 1937. The large increase at the south-
east corner of High and Chestnut resulted from the construction
of the new State Farm Insurance Company building.

pattern is indicative of both

b, eral the valuation
iy core occupied by existing

?ﬁk'rllltivaly small business
poffices and shops in donwtown e,
of business establishments to deve.lOp

along the various side streets in a cumpaqt,iell-ruundld
district. Except for the property ﬁlﬂﬂE at?::t?:r;:tt;:d
n f Town and High Stireets,

R st The tol has been intensively used from i

assessments in some blocks dropping
t or lower.

rea south of the Capi
. business standpoint,

to $2,50 per square foo
pk |

L
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'fi' kil :‘,
A The total assesseq ':; b
 the valuation of '
.Ill"ﬁ;'; lﬁcglﬁl;rg; business district out 11.|:uau::ll;m:“:1I ;I;:d gl gy 7 I
A0 ¥ yd00 of which $93 on ates 1 and 2 is i rtiw
. business core b »397,940 is included in the b
s e Detween Front ang Fourth and Spring and -

gas
;;*5E“miii“§§§; uigiﬂsﬂ figures include book valuations of
R i Building aﬁﬁ'niiﬁﬁ Haéii State Capitol, State
et ? Public as well o
tax-exempt properties, the four specificalii :::iig::;}t

The district as a whole repre-

. amounting to $25,598,000),
- sents about one seventh and the inner core about one ninth

. 0f the assessed valuations f .
. tax-exempt property), or the entire city (including

i

r

flise |

e The concentration of values within a rel

. part of the district is attested by the tact :ﬁ::aiﬁeﬂmall
.”ﬁg-:inEEs core comprises some 80 per cent of the value of

rg.ha central business district as a whole, Furthermore,

i pyer $38,500,000--or 42 per cent of the total valuation

0 taxable property within the area as a whole is included

 in the blocks between Long and Town and Pearl and Front Streets
- which aggregate less than seven per cent of the district

[gﬁhpwn on Plate 2,

h}xisting Land Uses
=
"

R0 . The distribution of land uses within the central

. business district is shown on Plate 3. In order to indi-

Jp.£$=tﬂ their relation to the stores, offices and other business

. development, parking lots and garages have been delineated
_ ﬁﬁ;-rrately from other land uses, even though all parking
. areas are shown in detail on a later plate.

FFH The most striking characteristic of the existing land

. ‘use pattern is the lack of organization, particularly of
. commercial establishments within the district. While

. frﬁiih Street is almost solidly commercial north of Mound

" Street and, except for the State Capitol, the area bgtwe:n

" High and Third and Rich and spring Streets is also almos

gﬁlidlg commercial, a large amount of scattering has

i he north and south
01l arred east of Third Street in both 1
| 34 aigﬁ of the area, Much of the commercial development
g5 R, doctors and medic

a ; of al

" along east State Street, consists ©O r
"’f"ﬂfiges directly or indirectly relategh;nfﬁgﬁt::g E?Egétdiﬁ_ﬁ o
! e ¥ " Vo
.~ in the vicinity of Grant and State P _}ﬂﬂﬂrﬂrwﬁfg

s almost completely occup~ e
i mast Main gy nce stores, service establishments, ., ’lj

a:gﬂd household aPpliﬂlly of a different character gniri_ G111 0 i
the shopping district to itﬁaﬁﬁ{F JZAY,

e,

i

1k
LJ' nd the like, genera
il somewhat removed from
II- t" .! "I:'II-"? -.a * r_ 'I'..'l_l
et

-6- A
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The scattering of commerce
Bietrict uhich can e nnnvann compact, efficient shopping 'Y

(S iently served le off-
i et FHI'IH.IJE Hﬂﬂﬂmﬂlﬂdﬂtiﬂnﬂi but also tﬂ:?ﬂﬁnﬂ :'“Eﬂt

from the appearance of the distriet "
" of submarginal properties, ¢t due to the interspersion

e
i Industrial uses occupy the extreme northwest sec
~ eonsisting of several sizeable industries and 1:ruagw::::
.ﬁ?‘f'“s along the railroad west of Front Street, and con-
' 8lderable industrial property is to be found also in the
‘area between Fourth and Grant Streets north of Gay. The
 latter includes warehouses, wholesale establishments, truck=-
ing depots and other scattered industries, most of the
frontage on Long Street east of Third, for example, being
- used by automotive appliance concerns and miscellaneous
- distributors., Automobile agencies in the vicinity of
- Fifth and Broad have several large used car lots located
- between Capital and Oak Streets,

J@" Most of the industrial property around Fourth and Town

. Streets is occupied by produce houses induced by the city
market at this location, The latter is unsightly, interferes
' with normal traffic flow and occupies valuable land which

- gould be used much more profitably for other purposes. The

Eﬁt’ﬂmt site is much too cramped for efficient operation

and the market should be moved to a new site where ample

ﬁ¥ﬂ~hing, loading and railroad facilities can be made avail-

- able,

|« "N
' Certain public buildings which perform administrative
" or cultural functions of city-wide service are commonly

} gﬁ--ltad in or at the edge of the central business district

{Pﬁﬁ.ru they are convenient to the various offices as well

a8 to most citizens of the community, Many semi=-public

‘buildings,including institutional headquarters and Eﬂmﬁn—

"of the older churches, also prefer central lﬂﬂltiﬂn: : -

v ent to other downtown facilities, When appropriately

3" an be assets to the district,
sated, these buildings ¢ nd greenery at the edges

1.

1o

 prov egree of openness a
,fﬁﬂ. ht:iﬁgag geﬁzlﬂpment which adds to its attractivziﬂss
f*ﬁ- le helping to promote the economie stability of the

 adjoining area.
| | IR

A :: The public and semi-public properties within the

; With
. re rather extensive.
Columbus business dlﬂ;::ﬁ: Eapitul, which occupies a site

center of the business core. The

1f

[Aﬁd:: exception of the

" of ten acres in the

A
J B

iBbvents the development of a cosouct  eiAXed HOF onlyl |




| publie buildings are well located at the edge of the : M

- district mostly betw
| | The existing State n;;gczrgﬂtlﬁiraat and the Secioto River,
18 a particularly attractive Etrﬁg opposite State Street

~ While old, is well located at Brnﬂsura and the City Hall,

- new State Office Building is Earizu ind Front Streets, A
state is now considering its ﬂrﬂntigny nggdad g
Office and Federal Building is relatively uew Dut pas
facilities are already inadequate - d oLy Dow T
needed, The Court House, County Jngl a 3&; structure is
are all situated in the ;1c1nitp u: M nnd :tﬂntinn Howe
Streets, the Court House and Jail are old :ﬁtzﬂﬂngd High
no longer adequate to accommodate all thﬂ.cgunt dmgr:E:r
tive functions, necessitating the dﬂﬂﬂﬂtralizatina nfn stra-
eertain offices in other buildings in addition tﬂnthﬂ new
Court House Annex, The Court House will require eventual
rebuilding or replacement to provide needed soRenand &
more efficient arrangement of offices,

) Semi-public buildings are somewhat scattered, mostly
in the area between Gay and High east of Third Street., Some
of the larger of these are Catholic properties, notably
St. Joseph's Cathedral and the Cathedral Schoocl on East
Broad Street and the Holy Cross Church and school and St,.
Jogseph's Academy on East Rich Street, The two hospitals
located in the block between State and Town Streets east
of 8ixth are conveniently placed from the standpoint of
centrality of service but extremely restricted in area
both for building expansion and parking, and additional
land should be made available in the future. lNuch of the
commercial frontage on East State Street and in the vicinity
of the hospitals along Grant is now used for doctors' offices
and a substantial hospital-clinic-medical office develop-
ment in this vicinity in the future would be a desirable

"use of the land.

Residences have been crowded from most of the area
although living facilities are located above some of the
smaller stores, The residential structures that remain are
%0 be found principally in the sections west of Front and
gouth of Main and in the southeast sector along Rich, Mound
and Fulton Streets as well as along East Gay and scattered

. Many of these dwellings are in bad
in the extreme northeast, uany these deel g At

ide desira
gondition and do not Prov, other uses although the

ment, They should be replaced by
area unntaiplatad for redevelopment aast of Fourth Street

is well adapted to downtown apartments.
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o ﬁ number of park i
he district. liany ﬂ;nihlntﬁ and garages are located in
e - ese are m I
intensively used. (In general small although usually
ave not been delineated separater oo parking aress NN
sidered an integral part of the @ly on Plate 3, being con-
serve.) The largest Eunﬂﬂhtrntizﬂtnh115hm‘nta which they
Street at the edge of th h:: are to be found along
lesser degree along Spring, Chestnut, Tows sud micr Sireatss
i) ' c agta .
. The existin i
o g bus termin Town
Eﬂgﬁpnruniantlr related to t;g ::ntur n;":hThird Streets 3
it the site is too sonstricted in size £ e distriet, , TN
8 operations and lacks space for :hzuh or satisfactory 'lff |
utomobiles used in local transport Bn nndli:giu!  iaidersning
terference with traffic, parti¢u1;r1 Ba: ;:1rdt considerable
caused by double parking or uruiaiug around thgtraﬂtiunl b
,4!%;_thu site is closer than necessary to the hu51:::: .
?‘ﬂ:i:piizg lggd Whiﬁh would be more valuable for other
-.'I l' ; ] can e l.lt.‘.l.. |
B tarteq sutiiciently o provide additionsl space for
@8 as well as adequate off-street area to accommodate the

buse
ort-time parking of private automobiles and taxis used

in passenger transfers,

]

S o

p

P
o
|-

3

iF

1

-4

" The areas occupied by existing land uses within the

gentral business district are shown in Table 1, These
lgures differ slightly from those in an earlier report

which included a few additional blocks at the north edge of

the district.

The largest amount of land is used by streets and alleys

sh comprise two-fifths of the entire area--or almost as
meh as all industrial and commercial establishments and
pff-gtreet parking combined, This is due to the wide
streets originally laid out as well as to the numerous

dde alleys traversing most blocks, The wide thoroughfares
‘acilitate vehicular circulation in the district but the
alleys create problems of traffic control due to thelr use
8 trafficways and concomitant traffic interference caused
)y the short blocks and excessive turning movements,

is still used for residence
an one=twelfth of the

W
Ly

.IE" While a substantial acreage

IUFDOSEE represents less th

total diat:::: arE:. Industrial and wholesale establish-
ents along with auto sales and service occupy sligh:lg

ore land than retail business, offices, fAnRnaR, A5 RECH

{ah'turi, and the like, which constitute the cn{n uﬂ A s

usiness district, all industrial and commercial prop

¥






-10-

The Stat or one-third
B o oitol, City Hall, Post 0ffice and otteriTel
(A gether with ice and other publi
institutional or churches, schools,and ﬂmlmm:
one-tenth of the semi-public land have absorbed 1 =
gres are used fnzggigintu district area, thl;n::;urin
custo and privat ~street parking, including commereial,
gents only eight @ parking lots or garages, thi o
" king ar per cent of the total ar J i i ‘-
parking area in downtown Col ea, The aggregate
san the acreage of umbus is only slightly lar
gentral business Eiu::i;:t::'ﬁggﬁrking facilities in tha
is on even though tter
"ﬂ"!ﬂ..zﬁltdéiallar in population and a nu:h lnl}:' o
was included in the business district. g

2% tribution of Floor Area

Information concernin

- e C g the area and distribution o

e npag:iig :g: :ggz:aifh:g;n:aatdtstiint is of nauiit:nua

_@fﬁ_.tﬁrm atest business concentr

_:ﬁfﬁigglarlr for the purpose of determining parking n'::;nn.
n erent parts of the district. This information by

aja categories of business use is shown on Plate 4 for

11 blocks of the central district wheredn such areas are

gignificant. The data were computed from measurements

s from the Sanborn Insurance Atlas,

From a shopping standpoint, the greatest single traffiec

ierator is the block between High and Front and Town and
& R, Lazarus department

itate Streets which inecludes the F,

ore, The block immediately east between High and Third
Streets and the three blocks imnmediately north of the State
;;;f'hul also contain large amounts of retail floor Space.

N In addition to the ings, offices
o concentrated in the e State Capitol
and in the section between High and

Y « Hotels are located mainly between High and Front
jtreets, the largest, of course, belng the Deshler-Hilton
N liii House on either gide of Broad Street.

The data presented on plate 4 correspond closely with
th information on trips obtained through the 1949 Origin
anc Degtination survey conducted by the Ohio Highway

B setment, The latter rE?EEl&ddth:F t:i gln:ﬁﬂwtzgtthe

ri estinations
t pumber of specific P3P (Pl Streets and the

Town, Front an
, and were those immediately
nd State Streets.

along Broad, High 2
ion bétwean retail, office
and the need

tomobile destinations,
' h part of the central business

i ]
i hotel floor space,
g in eac

jor terminal facilitie
district.



. Existing development in the Columbus central business
district has several assets, but is not arranged for '
maximum convenlence and efficiency, Considerable improve-
ment must be effected if it is to compete successfully
tﬁfﬂh the growing number of outlying shopping centers,
‘whick already exceed the bounds of what may be considered
‘normal or desirable--even for a community of somewhat
larger size than the city's present half million, Despite
columbus 's substantial population growth, moreover, there
has been relatively little expansion in recent years of
the commercial area downtown, in contrast with peripheral
‘shopping facilities,

The organizmation of business uses, particularly retail
tores and shops, is not as compact and continuous as
economy, efficieney and convenience would demand, and
pa ui the district need refurbishment and improvement
in general attractiveness, Development along High Street,
for example, changes noticeably south of Town, both the
appearance and character of establishments differing materially
from those to the north, Some of the side streets need
improvement also to attract and hold the custom and patronage

which might be expected in a city this size,

4 From the standpoint of room for expansion, there are
no serious barriers to reasonable enlargement of downtown
facilities. For convenience and efficiency, better organi- ;
wation of retail business is desirable and could be accomplishe
in the area between Third or Fourth Street and Front without
extending more than two or three blocks on either side of
Broad Street. Certain marginal or submarginal Frﬂp!rt?ld
uses should eventually be ﬂispln:;d,Bga;:i:::a:irﬂ:?:ﬂg
dwelling areas, although the southea i
to tments as proposed in pre nary
B Pigzi:gdggzizgr;ngﬂuhawk section made by the Columbus

:;“J;. Redevelopment Authority.






- Columbus
#H’*" dﬂwntn:: :::::::tu.ﬂgg noted before, in the possess:
3 partly offset by the iack ugr::::t. h:::vﬁr, this advan age

: of the communit T
capacities needed for cir ¥, thereby absorbing
nde w culation dur : >
e l::ﬁ::g:ga district itself, A aurv-;nﬁfpg;rggiz?’iu“'

| s 5o lgggtinna conducted by the Ohio Department

m BE ow + indicated that some 63 per cent, or nntl'],'
o nﬂnt::{ hhreﬂ vehicles entering or leaving the 53

A¥ough the dnwntﬂuﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂ district, were merely passing

£ B £ another ou.in moving from Soms oiher Pasy

=¥ Btage 1n another, This is an exceptionally high

e =hoos oo eon with such traffic in most othes

emird - s the importance of developing additiomal

e whi 5 arlarian and especially the innerbelt express—

Ry which will serve as a bypass route for much of this

affie,

iy Peak Hour Traffic Flow

With the help of the Ohio Department of Highways

ining Survey and additional personnel supplied by the
egior 1 Planning Commission and the City Traffic Engineer,
raffic counts were made between the hours of 4:00 and 6:00
sm, at the various entries to the central business district,
jese counts were taken on typical weekdays in early November,
9 54 Maximum traffic volumes were found to occur between
230 and 5:30 p.m,; the amount of such movements is shown
sally by the width of directional bands delineated

te 5.

raprk

s are carried by Broad, Spring, and
irection traffic on West Spring

i?ﬁ- 1ly equalling the traffic in both directions on Broad
treet, Both of these amount to about 2300 vehicles per
ur, Traffic on High Street is considerably heavier at

je nor C of the district than at the south, due to The
on s o Worthington and the

longated development northward t

uch larger tributary population, Only 1200 vehicles per
pur moved over High Street north of Livingston in cnntr;st
th 2100 vehicles in the vicinity of Naghten Street, The
smparatively light flow

P movemen
fiisoasioned by thﬂtgaginggird street indicate that traffic

nes : pther coun
'"::.’a :ull;atantinllr south of Spring and LOTE EE:;“I |
mounting to 1800 vehicles or more per hour b€ .

The largest volume
Streets-~the one=d
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~ Traffic is
- general 1 f

arious - y fairly ev
‘ranges between Eﬂﬂnat pPortals to the distri tllt,
@ tW0 one-way arterics, Lony ooy slek HOUTs “Bovever;
avily ) g and 8 )
fﬁ33--dtrlvallad than Gay and ﬂhﬂat::ing' are much more
"i’ L] n tha area mth

It is appare
4 PRy nt that east-w
patly exceeds that est traffic in the
s to the no aggregate
L through the west antrizzhf;n: Souch: 10,800
__'!1_'. 'll.ﬂt’ and ﬂ'lll:f 6270 and 56 he area, IE;HE to and
om the north and south, Thi 50 respectively to and
re entries to th ot 8 is to be expected since

at. Whil e district are available to th o
'=I“nf e generally indicative of traffi h Santan
eh of the major directions, the fi 7
asures of su ’ gures are not perfect

R ch distribution due to the movement of

affic around the district before crossing a particular
- the cordon, However, even though ﬁﬁﬂh“‘ o s ol A
_Jiga!triut from the north, for :iampla :::f:i: Ay SUpsEseh
{L;-:t or west, the great disparity hﬂiwa tﬂ e e

!!1‘ vol en @ distribution
- umes and the distribution of population in the
-.E_;-diriﬂtinnn indicates that a substantially greater use
‘made of mass transportation to and from the north

rticy arly in the university section, and to a 1nn;ar

‘e to and from the east than to the west and especially

puth==which is substantiated by data on the number of
ssengers carried by the individual transit lines, Wider
)6 of mass transportation would help to reduce vehicular
jlumes in the future and should be encouraged by more

ect routing of transit lines, the favoring of transit

;;f_tinnn by traffic control measures (including the
1im: jation, where necessary, of curb parking), the establish-
ent of express transit routes, and in other ways, as will be

jiscussed in a subsequent study.

T
- i-.‘-
|!.
Fteles - =

through traffic travers-

The relatively large volume of :
district is shown indirectly by

ag the central business
Y to and out of this area during the

ison of traffic in
ternoon peak, In the average community outgoing traffic
mstitutes usually from 55 to 60 per cent of the total during

@ maximum period, but that in Columbus represents only
f t o the large movement of vehicles into

5§ﬁpﬂr cent due to t
“well as out of the district during this hour, Further-
re, certain entries such as East Broad and North High
I actually have more yvehicles entering than leaving
} district between 4:30 and 5:30 Pef:
}

_— -
R
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o rmining traffic di
periods as stribution during
‘the 1945 Traffie Sur oy %, CfParison of 1954 volumes

g vey, 24-hour count
he Wast Broad : unts were made at
E 2 Wes ad, North High and East Main Street portals.

38t Broad Street carried almost 2000

1700 vehicleg during the peak mﬁ:gﬂzzﬁ ﬁﬁ: ::!E.t

00 a.m,, in comparison with some 2250 and 1900 vehicles

3spectively during the afternoon maximum, Ordinarily

oot mn traffic is substantially higher than the maximum

B SANE OW, and the comparatively heavy early morning traffic

. downtown Columbus is another indication of the through
ement brought about by home=-to=work travel, for example

Bing directly through the business distriet, ° |

. The 1949 Traffic Survey revealed that roxima
2,000 vehicles entered and left the Eulumgﬂ mtr::lr
usiness district during the average 24-hour day, On the
@sis of the peak-hour counts and the pattern of traffic
stribution during the rest of the day indicated by the
oad-Main~High Street enumeration, it is estimated that
)out 384,000 vehicles used these same arteries during an
ferage day in November, 1954, This indicates an increase
- nearly 16 per cent during the five-year period, which
8 consistent with increases in population, automobile
igistrations and driving habits in the Columbus region.
l1e an average annual increase of more than 3 per cent
"mot likely to continue indefinitely over the next twenty-
ive to thirty years, an over-all gain in traffie volumes
hin this area of as much as 50 to 60 per cent would

5t scem improbable by 1980,

ek

Traffic and Street Capacities

in

congestion is an almost daily occurrence
_m‘_lﬁrﬂ.fmfic disEricts of large cities, Even though mm;y y

mmunities, like Columbus, have wide streets for ¢i.rcut;ttun
Sthin the central business area, experience has shown tha

1L liver
ating Seariic voluer, oretrist DN meette:

i us J

_|_| 00As -..nd the Eﬂrviﬂlnghnstreﬂtﬂ to ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmn‘date n]_l s

activities, The primary purbose o) UL Geicpeak

g f tra

fods, such aaci1lary vees 38 AR LG5 oroughiares

un esiric .

11 nmngllm:!;u:::tiﬁns, to facilitate ?ehinulaialﬂgzgmﬂﬂt

g particula while sometimes inconvenient, nit s

Lel=ts mtriﬂtiﬂﬂsj h the traffiﬁ—ﬂﬂrr?ing capaclly ffic

near !t means hr whic Bﬂﬁrﬂ'nd thiﬂj tra

cular street may De enlarged.



‘_ DISTRICT
ffé': UMBUS, OHIo

il
=

ol
O 0 0o |

{=/mlo=i=

il
1]
[ |
il
B
|

| O L1
B

o
5.
| |

@
W

G v




4 -15-

ginee: 1!15 measure

nin B such

movements a8 the elimi

eial traffic Eigﬁggnﬂas in the t imi:ltinn of specific

? be used adv:;tgna"'““? trnffig ﬂ§ tziﬂﬁll lights,

aclty. Street w geously to ince «; DAy

ce vy last rﬂsnigﬁnigg is an anpan:i?zattha Strest's
ening

‘occasionally
¥ possib
‘eet right of way, le within the bounds of the existing

+

A
k

_ In appraisin
s E present traf
mbus, a study was nmad affic conditions in town
ties in comparison :i‘:i existing practical ::rmalat
‘ember peak-hour tr vehicular volume
: affic 8 from the
iphiecall counts, This
d? Presented on Plate 6, St comparison is
i 1ed on the basis of ampiric 1 Toat SADROISSES WEN
3 Ohio Department of Highways R SOATLS Ceyel T B
vem nt widths without parki and are based on existin
ited during the pe ali—ll;nm- EE (which is already pro- g
s) and the present distrthiictina.ll? all of these
1 comn arcial vehicles, Straat: ng: n; buses, passenger
et cal capacities are indicated o E:hy et Sy st
d on the outside of the street tE . prapedie el
Dac: t‘yd.availnhle by the lighterlhnngzenzit?dadﬁtmnﬂ
! signation. gide the present
Seve
::é zgaags in the north half of the business
e eady carrying traffic loads which equal or
O normal working capacities. This is true of
1gl Street north of Gay, of Fourth Street north of Broad
o ing Street east of High and of Broad Street thruugh’
| district. In addition, Third and Front Streets have
DK or are approaching their traffic capacities, Only
Gay and Chestnut Streets can accommodate any material
sease in the present vehicular volumes in the north end
district without becoming seriously congested thereby,

- South of Broad Street, however, sone additional street

acity remains, notably in the east-west direction on

% Rich and to a slightly lesser degree llound and Fulton

reeis, although both Town and Main Streets are virtually

‘capacity. The latter lead across the Scioto as well as
e more traffic,

st of the business district, which attract
than the mOre local Rich and

sially through movements,

ite Streets. All of the north-south streets with the
F :ion of part of Fourth are now at or appruaching their
; ct: ral limits.

1 Rl
b s
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a of some 20 per
’ streets to thuirmmm““d b utilizing all

control

of certain left turns, m?:.:iﬁl"

ffic circulati

ANg an increase in present -t
::I?_‘ B it 1 v downtown movements of at

: be necessary either to i
s "t":“t capacities by widening or to find nﬁ::.“
S OL MOVIDE people and vehicles within the urban area,

EE'-' t would be most diffileoult and expensive However
RETer can be accomplished by (1) comstruction of the
Bted innerbelt expressway which will accommodate

gh traffic and afford better distribution for traffiec
ned for the district, and (2) encouraging wider patronage
B8 transportation, which would reduce the number of

cars in the area, Both of these are discussed

jer in the section on proposed improvements in the

11 business district,

L
i

Transit Rﬂutl.'ﬁg and Yoluzes

at transit routing in downtown Columbus and the
transit vehicles during the peak half hour are
“graphically on Plate 7. Only those lines operated

& Columbus Transit Company have been shown, the motor

| &0 and from Lockbourne, Grove City, General lotors,
other suburbs being operated on half hour or
Special schedules with only limited service.

21 gt coach and five motor bus lines, consti=-
: r‘xg:;:rtha feeder routes of the_ﬂulunldngg t:;*::nit
- 6 sexvics 30 0 ﬁﬁ?::iéfhﬁ;“ﬁﬂiur bus lines
f?ﬁ e trﬂlleydigiﬁgczn:n another section of the cit{, )
te through the ine downtown, The ome-way Etrﬂﬂt:i princ
2 oar three loop EEThiI'd have influenced the routing

¥ Spring, Long an ' ous lines

1 the vari
rtain instances, but in genera’ “ = . .o directness.

= triet with reas : 1

2 -hr:;l[lg:u:hin:igs are operated ﬂ,},gﬁi; ggzgigt:pzrata
th the district on High Street, Eethe irlington=West

3 d all others except High Street,
Eese E"ﬂ'aﬂflummﬂ over Front) cross “ob

Stree n

ities
ping facili

] fforded
e oo :h:igiigzinﬁranster between lines are & o
mple opporiu

s in these
e present youting. as dis-
& would be desirab
d later.
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@ large number of
lines 1

- : En;idarabla volume u:n:::igg:“ e el
a ur, particularly betw vehicles during
gets, where some 65 tr een Town and Long
»outed olley coaches

“routed northbound and al and four motor buses

Thi almost 50 troll

da s is an average of one vehicl ey coaches south-
poounc and every 2B seconds iuuthhrnu: by B g o
ransit vehicles together with thei ld‘ i B st o
tically absorb one lane of n-.ﬂm'u”ﬁ‘“:‘d“" unioading
ol --_..'-1“ passenger loading zones seem t:‘:h iy
ijgfactory to accomnodate the movements hutﬂdgﬁi“ih
PO ienced in making certain turns, p;rtiﬂulﬂlyn:hti
and Long, due to pedestrian as well as other
traffic, and interference is encountered from
movements of private automobiles in and out of alleys
- excessive and should be restricted in downtown ¢
umbus , The left-hand turn off Town northbound on High

at is also troublesome,

L

o
- Lo pared with the volume on High Street, peak transit
ations on other streets are not heavy, the largest
Lvir about one vehicle per minute on East Spring,

} and Third Streets and gslightly more in the single

3k of Long between High and Third, Uotor bus traffic,
sated mainly on Broad and Front Streets, 18 relatively
it, amounting to no more than one vehicle each two

in a single direction,

I

~ As stated previously, the impr
yrations and increased patronage are potentially one

the principal means DY which traffic conditions in general
 be bettered downtown. Transit facilities for the

ire Columbus area will be the subject of a later study

: but minor modifications of a few downtown

| report
1 fJInnid afford current henefits.

ovement of transit

s and Facilities

the loading O un-
arking of passenger

Parking Cha:acteriutic
#—

|
I

:.- *‘_I'I-‘l!:liu movement and eirculation,

mmercial vehicles and the P
Ty - :hted and proper pruvisinn for each iy
interfere with one another s

all interr
te 18 traffic circu-

eded if they are not tO

ry purpose of 1

ation ;gglgnzﬁiﬁgiian 1u31¢: 1itarfﬂrﬂ with traffics
gt oities, includiog COLTT, i

Proe b par

ﬁi:f‘.ﬂt En e entire ares during

R
i
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==and to regulate itg uge Otherwise during the

n order to expedite tr es
f avallable street p“:i:::;nd 10 make the maximum :
% .

eas and parking gar
.-:'r .. )1y parking EFI:E?H have becone more and more ne

- Because of the
ey urge ties
heir effect on thE :;n:::gi::r& :ﬂhmpukm P
1 _mh mﬂ:::ﬂ:::trint, Parking is a uttn:r ::raglm -
b > » downtown business establighments.
mu and public offieials, all of whom e
g gtaﬂautnd. This is recognized in the rTnut
g :avarnl prominent merchants and officials
re plac : ditional off-street parking space among the
Amportant community improvements needed in Ehln::u-.

) ':'.'__'*p Standards and Requirements for Parking

£

~ While parking lots and gara

_ ges have been in use in
il @ cities for several decades, there are :ﬁ y:t
: *ﬁ.‘ limited experience and no ﬂdnir accepted standards By
- Walol to base actual parking requirements for the different
pel - and kinds of land uses and community activities,
W 5 experience has shown that there are several different

Jes o parkers to be provided for, each of which has certain

¢ characteristics and parking requirements, These
teristics and requirements are summarized below,

L

§ 1 by
~ Type and Distribution of Parkers. Types of parkers
.:u_l.r slassilied generally in one of three categories:
'l'.* ) Short time or errand requiring normally a half hour
~ or less and never more than an hour. Because of the
' ired to perform the errand or to
-*E e a few purchases,

|
2 convenience is a major con-
 sideration and curb space close to the point of
patronage the most desired, Such space is already

' ﬂﬂtlﬂ and will tend to decrease with further

l swurb-parking restrictions to handle increased traffic
%! e greatest possible utili-

! h
in the future. Thus, t the most con-

' ilable curb space and
o I:intpfnnil:l.tin are needed to

ief period requ

, '} renient of f-street par
;-i:.' arve this group.

1 -

A and patron {peluding business and pro
:';' '} E:Eap‘: ents, who may wish to park from nnui::
‘Sore probably, two or three hours. While :g;:: al

| ire accommodations convenient to the :ﬂ o o
. offices where they wish to shop or trans rlligrs: ’
 {mmediate proximity 18 not quite 80 1m13!dirr:. ol B

| off_street locations, if well spu:a: and reasona’l
priced, will be best able 0 peet the regq

of this group.

i 5 -'



(3) Ellglnj'an or other all-dg

arkers who wor
maintain businesg astaEIIEhnunEa or prutansizn::

offices in the distriet natura

also, but should not b lly seek convenience
£488 nooded for the contoreo °d to pre-eupt faeili-

1€ customers and patrons who
support the district, Lots or garﬂgas for all-

day parking should be 1o
cated
at the edge of the district, in marginal areas

Location of Parking Facilities, In gener
of parking facilities merminng on :l]:i; ;}::jéng:tlnn
property values, relation to the street system and the
arrangement of other land uses, including stores and offices,
in the business district, Land within the core of the
district 1s generally too valuable for other than multiple-
floor parking garages and most parking lots and garages
therefore must be located just outside the high value
section, Customer parking should be located not more than
‘two blocks and preferably not more than one and a half
blocks from the major shopping areas., Facilities for
‘all-day parking, however, can be located three or four
blocks or more from the business core,

e of Parking Facilities, The type of parking
facility, whether an open lot, a parking garage or some
‘other off-street space, can best be determined under
‘gpecific conditions, The multiple-deck open garage is

wery satisfactory where the parking demand makes it economically

feasible--usually within or at the edge of the main retail
area,. Surface pirking lots are frequently useful as the .
first stage of development in a long range program since they
are adaptable to progressive improvement with multﬁle- o
deck structures as the parking demand increasess IJ-EE;i
lots should be designed and operated for short-time parking

for shoppers and business clients,

d
Financing and Ownership. The private daveiﬂpinﬁz}?dage
—cilities is desirable and ©
w n of parking 14 ownership and n.perntiﬂ!l may
encouraged, However, publ ¢ fails to supply the
be required when private initiative "8 oo _ ' Terthermore,
RS0 naiotatn equitablelparl;;ngr:::z_:;ﬂnt of parking
de a well-balanC t
'%:Tﬂiu{ﬁil:ﬂi:p:r::; future, it 18 desirubleithﬂ:h:hiﬂfl; iangﬂ
and private business cooperate 1D deveiDE ggn e i 2
park iﬁi plan since properly ]_D-I:E:Eﬁ ﬁgﬂgnndamnntinn pOWers
g'!ﬂl? gecured by the city thrﬂfgmurtﬂﬂﬁﬂ revenue bonds

3 le ©
R e lauggaggcfgitigs. guch sites can then be

d for private development and operation.
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Parking and Zonin
sot that “%&-ér&:l{mi Modern
-‘.. '|. ok E zu
| W or suberintsl T, Face SUARE SR
Etantiau, @ provided in

Y . ~ - ltﬂl"ﬂg
intensity of de or other busi renmodeled bu
;’lm pract velopment and E:ﬂs structures, ild=
ak t cticable in Ebh land Because
sSuments in the centr connection with values, however
 regulations apply al business distri individual ;
ess districts, R o) maly i ct and such
aty nt of such a r n the downtown the outlying
‘ection of new huigg‘!iramant would t::':l‘l gtrict
ralization of Ehnpﬁmga. thereby promo t}“ discourage
-.*I' ﬂrﬂ of new builﬁild stores, On the :Ehtuthﬂr
_u:l-ﬂtraet parkin ngs should be encour er hand,
B thoust ¢ T4 tsh soace ke cust foasible and
Hiupe ugh these space as cust o
o ghould set :;:duﬂuall}— limited, Fﬂﬁicparkinﬂ
ng design to meet th: :Innilﬂ area in the site a:ildinga
£ .-I1 and eitizen Parkiigipa;:: requirements of
‘ adequate off-street p;l"ti ever, the best means
striet is thro ng in the centr
ugh compr ntral
es having the support of Iﬁf““““f large scale
gts, even though the munici public and private
tive and pri cipality nust assume
¥ primary responsibility. the

ig Parking Facilities

=3

._lﬁ:tﬁnﬂ:nd capacity of existing parking facilities
rent types of curb parking within the
ness district are shown On Plate 8.

L the general area shown Ol this plate there
parking spaces, well over half of which--8195--
songldered as serving the business core. of the
parking spaces, 11,561 or Bl per cent are provided
Ie and 2668 or 19 peT cent consist of curb stalls.
3 the curb spaces are to be found outside the

ptrated core area although there ar® accommodations
the 7290 spaces

05 cars along the curb in addition to
~s1. set parking lots and garages located within or
i the inner cOTE. Existing off-street parking facili-

listed by types 1D the table beloWs
inner Core

General pistrict
Wumber er Cent
.___-—-"'- —-_- —

: pility Number rer Cent
i

reial Garages 3314 28,7 q074  44.9
ercial Lots 5977 51,7 9101 42,6
)lic Garage 577 5.0 577 7.9
Lots 398 3.4 164 2,2
1295 11,2 174 2.4
7,290 100,0

.':Lﬂts
= 11,5‘51 lﬂﬂ.ﬂ
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nto operation, as we ® public garage
ot capacities, ;1';““3;11:5 slightly higher

ghould be
ter are higher than would ordinarily Emﬁad

the lat

1y T than most of these off-street

ected to accommodate, This is due to t;:E::t:mi:
pacing of cars accomplished through attendant park-

the utilization of almost all aisle space. which

e dalny and inconvenience in leaving the i.ut. aAs

as excessive traffic interference at the exits and

Lot area per car averages in some cases as

as 140-150 square feet in comparison with about 300
- per car required for good design of parking

ample access aisles. (The latter is based

on the self-parking of vehicles, which is by

most popular method with the average driver, but

ittendant parking lots should provide sufficient area

pen aisles in order to avoid undue car shifting, which

eurrent automotive design requires at least 200 square

e - ear, and preferably more, for facile delivery.)

dn street-parking, where permitted, is generally

lcted to one or two hours, although there are a number
estricted spaces at the edge of the district, Legal
sarking in practically all of the area between Civiﬁ
T ive and Fourth Street is limited to one hour n:

f the remainder of the downtown district ':EII‘-'EF: or
! jeted blocks in the northeast and southeas

g t Fulton, Mound, Rich,
£) 4s linmited to two hours. East *u "0%s oo

3 arking is
- and ﬁrﬂt Etraﬂtﬂ‘l where Ehﬂrﬂ has been a logs of

2 ars and as
% 400 curb spaces in the last three y&
e inarease, it will undoubtedly i:ﬁﬁmgmn_

fary to eliminato additionsl LTI rects.  ddas

' n par :
1 -m-“ﬂﬁ::?sﬁzzﬂﬂﬂ hﬂ needed to offset guch losses
- he
Fy ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂntrntﬂd j-n t
Off-street parking facilities are :mng ot Fraitt

ts and ae
|ty of Front and Rich Stree king lots and garages,
State northward, but PAVEUC, o oe of the

e er
of them !Mlla :fl: gg;::ﬁ; the business core. Custon
iet and aroun

I

esidential in character.

o= .-illl =
.'-.. y
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88, aggregating apo
ut 400 space
1argest being those provided o LenoTAlLY
© Supernarket y

r Streets at t

district, Private par at the northwest
@okly or monthly B :i"ﬁli':;‘r fl"qk::ntlr rented
Bpaces, of which lesg than 200 coul
@d as serviceable to the central core
stered, mostly as small areas b :

:.._:.-551_;,, ation and Use of Facilities

& PArking survey conducted in 1951 indicated that
b a8 than half--46 per cent--of all the parkers "
| the over-all district shown on Plate B stayed less than
ur. About one parker in each five--22 per cent--
!ruu one to three hours and one in three--32 per

228 hours or more, Of the curb parkers, 65 per
3d one hour or less, 20 per cent from cne to three
d only 15 per cent three hours or more, On the
‘hand, more than half of the off-street parkers (56

t) stayed longer than four hours, indicating the

'Z_;;;_-'- f-street spaces by a high proportion of all-day
P8 and this is confirmed by observation of the various
..._-.:t-! and Eﬂl‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ; many of which are well filled
‘-_-.-.. or s,

Present parking rates within the district tend to
sage all-day parking., For exanple, fees range from

ts all-day in peripheral lots to fifty cenis
" lar per day around and within thefh:::n:ﬁia:ﬂrﬂn
L the edge o

latively close-in lots at the mgt facilities even

harg the 50 cent fee,
ey '1353:::?!1: intain rates of 35 cents for the first

] ts
il 1 eharges of 5 or 10 cen
two hours, with additiona eptions to theas

sach additional hour, The only @ nd at Civic
i s on Rich at Front 2
-y “Fl::::E E:::E:ha standard charge of :: :E:::-
our park The latter definitely encourag

ur parked. e

other clnﬂﬂ—in gara
and parking IEEE.::gdulﬂ 4 with the lowest

st one or two hours and gradu-

d three
thereafter to discourage parking h::’:gﬂ o
e d turnover under these o frdnds
oo loss of all-day F“"H? wEinh would
: lishments
G business estab d availa-
but, if nﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂrh' d parking convanlinﬂg '2.;1;31 dize
.t from the mﬂr&mtheil’ advantage to help
15 - u



he area as a wh
ole, n
~than thrm!nuthg'urigh half the total parkers

2 ,-' one m- Howe

wration Ver remaini

T t’ ﬂhlranteriutigth'r“ was little diff ng

L five staying less th 8 of off-street erence
n

ore recent checks

88 distr of curb par

88 district north of Broad T b

1 1 by the Ci eet were

Y ty Traffic Engin made in the

Lol parking in the area bo ser and of curb and

ind Civic Center Drive A4 bounded by Broad, Sixth

Leuw, Thes in September 1954 by ’

. @ sBurveys indieat 4 by Charles
§ day more automobilos are now perkod maitorel s

pber of legal curb spaces now parked on-street than

at or more in the ¢ Teaching levels of 120

_per cent in the Pl g it g 2 e
idive of the intensive uzn :ﬂ d:he north, s is

8 Dbu " also of illegal Plrtinl not only of all legal

nts, at the ends of blocks P @i ¢ o oo

:.:r':,f"!'*-' latter (includi I NN R SR

B sk proportion g ::: :tip-i} constitutes a

R otal street f

ﬂulull;l;l;;ﬁ;rﬂ t:nn;third of the st:z:EE:uﬂh

iy alwo o of those south of Broad

o and appear to be used in many instances for the

‘-‘%!ﬁ;;:t;m;u:nmh%ea rather than servicing of

Ins shments, is is a distortion of the pur=

. BuCL zones, Wherever possible, loading ﬂp““l:u“

il be conducted off-street (modern zoning regulations

i1y require off-street loading facilities for new

Ngs) . However, curb loading zones are needed by some

snts which have no access to alleys or other access

purpose and should be allowed, but only for

mate service uses and never for private parking.

wlfe

o = .
+ |
.

iy

From examination of the parking surveys, it would

.:-., t available curb stalls are almost c_uup].E‘L'Bljl’
business core

ed during the day in and around the
pn in most of the remainder of the downtown district,
yff-street spaccs Were never completely absorbed,
ney averaging slightly over 70 per cent during the
jeriod between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m., it ghould be
1 that lot capacities are based generally on the

of aisles and many such lots are otherwise practically

_even at 70 per cent of the stated capacity. Car

¢ the streets
er averages from 5 to 9 per day on most ©
‘around the busipess 2 to 3 in the

core and from
rens. off-street facilities showed an average



Table 2

ESTIMATED CARS PARKED DURING TYPICAL DAY

(8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Columbus Central Business District

Number of Eegnﬂn
nner re

Type Core District
Commercial Garages 3851 3891
Commercial Lots 3101 4554
Customer Lots 164 398
Private Lots 174 1295
All-Day Lots - 1423

Total Off-Street 7290 11,561
Curb Parking 905 2,668

8195 14,029

Total Cars Parked

Turnover
Inner  Entire Inner Entire
Core District Core District

1.5 1.5 3760 5820
1.6 1.5 4950 6830
3.0 3.0 450 1190
1.2 1.2 210 1b50
1.2 1710

1.57 1,48 11,410 17,100
6.5 4.0 9,890 10,700
17,300 27,800



P 1951,
ed lots and one garage in thi A group of four

Ace in Septenb
0Dg the nost strategically 1oer .} 1004+ The
101 11 e

',f_ may be nligﬁﬂ; higtltn::::d a8, however,

ther off-street facilitieg mvin:pﬂiﬂgnnt:rng;a

| ; Epaces durin
00 a.,m, to 5:00 P.m,), based on the ahgv;nsz::zgga

eneral observation is ghown ip
-{5"-'.3,_;; lightly high for the inpner cg:::l:i:aa Tﬁﬁﬁnﬂm“
ec ~data for each off-street facility am:l curb space
not possible to determine the exact number of such
re-empted by all-day parking, and the partial 1954
indicate a somewhat higher turnover than was found
ore complete 1951 count, Based on the above, how-
an estimated 17,300 cars can be handled daily by
iP“E‘E in and around the inner core (including
W municipal garage) and some 27,800 by facilities in
gtrict as a whole, This compares with estimated

=

T

ements of 17,000 and 33,000 respectively discussed
ubsequent section of the report., While available
3 based on the estimate, appear to be approximately
to the core demand, there is still a considerable
ge for the remainder of the downtown area and it 18
igeible and probable that many of the close-in facili-
re hrn—anptnd by these extra core parkers. Further-
here should be a surplus of ten paz cent u:hgn in
inimize cruising and serve

" C Eggczzntt:m:ra and patrons in parking close to
__.':f_- downtown destinations.
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.;;f{ I!ﬂﬂhﬁvﬂnﬁﬂTﬂ
: IN CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

..
i1

P

- preésent

B tone oo o2 bvtnus atteie e
B e Tole ae the Siatt Lo be completely in kee
commercial fu:u:'mﬂ:t=I AT s pitel wng 8 e i EE:MM
‘ -mﬂvlnt:léa < rial and educational center ‘Ii;ﬂ-
B e the Eciﬂt:id::::ﬁt: and a favorable ;atur:}e
i ¥ s

‘,! district still needs h:tt::-:zii :‘:i ::r:;‘tife
s rm‘“mﬂ'lﬂ'r and operating efficiency Buﬂ
T a tional stores and patrons to the downtown

Organization of Land Uses

nd Use

B

"development of well organized and closely integrated
office facilities is a major determinani of the
3 UE ~fulness of the business district. The suggested
location and extent of these areas together with

} land developments and other major uses are shown

& on Plate 9.
ces now extend gener=
4 gouthward

orincipal stores, shops and offi
5, although

ng High Strect ¢rom the vicinity of Sprin

as Gay, and State street
e e 4 stablishments of a mar-

this area have interspersed @
racter which tend to detract from its IPFEﬂfﬂﬂﬂi-in
sping facilities would continue along High Ehieeide
' but expansion is proposed along the fﬂi:'zr;usiness
. Compactness 1s @ desirable feature © e
e ncouraged to loc

establishments should be € s ib1lity.

. g
: ater ctﬁn\ren:.euce an y
Bt and. B . = well as the 1ﬁtﬂ:1? 2

, Town and Rich Streets, 2%, 71,04 as complet
; futurﬂ~

¢ fuller commercia 1

also Pmpﬂeadsiﬂ“" to those

t is
. d Stree ity S tor

‘ in §
[ CarsA Pﬂﬁtreet wou

il
ocated on Broad :
art of this frontage, such S50 ¢ 1s recos?
o a city of Columbus' size. :
Gl encies in he 2 ome years: ©
obile nlenlaﬂnd ay T n for 8

|

y substantia
i

i

i il'lll
11T

ey
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2 establishm

s ents aocc

her business pur UPYy valuable pro

-'lﬂﬂtinng_w Poses and should “"“E:flgl;nig Lﬂatgl
ove

tores along Main Stre
R o < et are general
il 1usl:ﬂn::r$ " t:rnnn isting main I;Tﬁ:n:ﬁz:.:u: ey
B R ione in e negichain department stores :Ednnis
@se uses is proposed hum i e che
Bt ooy 'Eu ut property at the rear of nnn““
i niildings @ developed advantageously £ i
or g E to serve the Main Street area {ndic
Ay , 48 indicated

e

‘Et::;':n:?:ngfuzﬁ::t{ I;g: :aan increasingly used
o ol nics, many of

'1:htthﬂ two hospitals near E‘Ir:nte :nd ﬁ::i:. This
ppropriate use for this property which should be con-
and extended to East Town Street. (Property on the
'h:t Town is proposed to offset the loss of part of
- all-day parking lots between Town and State

i —ll.-'

'
fianufacturing concerns and wholesale distributing estab-
ants or other light industries have already occupied the
e northwest and most of the northeast sector of the

“ iness district. geattered industrial uses in the
rea south of Broad Streel should be replaced as oppor=
velopments,

g8 arise for other business and parking de
: jor areas at the northwest and northeast are well
nued without hindering the core

d and can be conti
.F“th-

s he industrial
isting parking areps scattered through t .
s have g:t been shown on the plan, but these are ex )
' to remain and should be expanded or relocated to mee
*king requirements for the individual concerns.

L d Fourth

e i ndustr along Front an =
l;“':':h:‘l;it;“e,jge trict cumpl'i:ei:ltigajgh
A

al existing industries. :

he future business development, "H @ ing but vould be

y could be ndvnntagﬂﬂuilf ‘;:g:ei
i ed by the Ohio 5ta Howaver; At

of W eet occupl :
W:::tag the central bus iness district § rail service
jon to the district and the avé

jal areas



@ used primaril
lots situated near ther
he south, north and east

B the owner-
f._ necessity for travel through the ::E:n{gefind

Will be noted that the existing central ma

Fourth Streets has been I‘Eplﬂgﬁd on the 1:§:tu:;

o property to be used for retail stores or offices
parking garage. The market is poorly located, ns
ore mentioned, and should be moved,

existing bus terminal at Town and Third Streets has

larged in area on the land use plan, While not per=
'tﬂd: and occupying land more valuable for other

| uses, the station is convenient to the area and

sle to ma jor streets. Consequently, it is reconmended

:ment to permit more satisfactory operation, with

i#ic interference. Adequate area should be provided

idng private cars and taxis, the loading and discharge

ff54 s and ample bus storage.

| ' hes and
e cer rking facilities, individual churc
Jj p:;i:uplnr segi-puhlic préperties hivelhﬁﬁglﬂi::gd
R incipa
. general land use plan, only the Ertha Bl

4 t fo
lic areas being shown. IEmmE;ul!lliv:: development sur=

. very center of the district, hinders
Tt rather than
he business core where it “gmﬂntire at the east of

aas
e ne Eemigutb’;igmﬂ;;dly related to the rest
wnui and semi-publir.: developments

i detail in the following

use.
itrict where they
jowntown area.
posals are discussed in more
"of this report.

N e relatively small,
roposed for urban

¥

ed to residence ar

iy |
. areas 111«:-1:\!:5r hich has been p

ting of propert






mt in the
rnthargsﬂgz-ﬁutgh:f:“n D Tour . Of Fourth
i othe 56 woll Bitu;ted In:-“E l{m Town and Rich

eet ikewise ripe ¢ Property on Mound ang
x4 ting conditions E: 3 z:l'::zllrance to eradicate
JWNn apartment housing, ® for redavolopment
I
of existing angd future land use areas i
in Table 3. The 1la t el
Eiad in t Tgest increases under the plan
. 1 g 5 1:::::2 2:"'“5*‘ allotted to commercial develop-
A sential business activities which
e d. rict, although a substantial enlargement of
ate public and semi-public property is proposed also,
‘uses are proposed to be diminished, including a
Smaller area in streets and alleys to be brought
he closing of certain public ways through consoli-
‘land into parking lots, public building sites and
- the two apartment areas. The industrial acreage
lecreased through the removal of most of the indus-
ylishments scattered within the district south of
@et, Commerce and parking together would constitute
0 acres, or about one-third of the overall area, in

pith the present one-quarter,

=Public Buildings

u ists in the
nucleus of a sizable civic development ex

lice Building, City Hall, and main Post Office ainnﬂ
sank of the Scioto in addition to the civic center

"lltﬂd immediately west of the river. It would be

an whole central business
‘and most advantageous to the epace between

e the existing public open b
R inrge jver by acquiring the area south of :1-:
2et and the r stantially to the

1y contribute sub
et ﬁtt::nzgh its nddedsmi*eggegv::dhzhtﬂ

s e Scio
of a mor te view of th s S
'1'. illglgdzﬂu:dditiunnl site of sn:g :E:.*E;uhlic

';-and Main Streets) for one or mo

o}

.
) Rich (now part 1d
ea south of Ri€ g) wou
rance of thiiﬂiiﬁ'h? old, dﬁFfLCiatﬁer of Eubﬁtaﬂdﬂrd,
Rt o (1) eliminating @ "“g roviding a public
.-".I!.. -IntagEE 'ﬂf hlﬂﬂks; { ) P contem=
ive dwellings in the two the
=i

8 ﬂrtﬂtiﬂﬂr R
4ite convenient 10 mass traf I:‘rpunll«: offices 88
nnerbelt expresswi

j o
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15I.1ﬂﬂ" district i

ind beauty at tself; (3) crea

t size tu!hnvetgehsgg? of the dxatr:.ﬁ:‘igﬁunma

3 and (4) EFﬂcifiunE leial influence on t:n ras us

| furthering the £ 11y adding to the econonts oo\ ot

N of Ri uture development nomic sta-
ch and Front ang Hi nt of the area fn

E n
| 1“

lch Street and Fulto
ic n be a
d (between Noble and an :E‘;;::d. g oty N L
leg of the innerbelt “pm““ﬂr::phfrnm :u;tm "
i e us -
:n:i:iz;h:d later, although any I:nl.fr:rlj.|;*EI;:ru1':::Eij:L;]L
Qg oY i ion or ample off-street parking in addition
upplied by these all-day lots of general

--*
s

)

nne etion with public buildings downtown as well as
A atrated districts, it should be recognized that
lding should be attractively located on an ample
hat space is available for service, parking and

¥y landscaping. Nothing is more complementary to

: beauty than an appropriate setting--and, con-
a location which causes the crowding of an

} imposing edifice on a poorly proportioned site can
rom the whole structure. One of the primary factors
T gtiveness of the present State Office Building,

de, is the openness at oither end of the laterally
ted area, which--despite i{ts seeming extravagance to

‘no more than necessary for a building of its size.

. land by constructing wings at one or
i < @ would detract far moTe

. of the existing structur :
‘sresent beauty than the added utility of additional

ffices,
- n acre
[ sato fpitol has o EitETﬂst;}ms been a familiar land

[
B8 to conc pad B0 Sadit office buildings upen
such cnncantr:tinn

te to concen

space remaining 17 thi roblems without
so add to the traffic a retail stores
..thﬂ main use of the cen

e
L

I nty Court House Jail and

in the vicinity of High,
-""'-. n: the district. The Cout

s at the very

nd parkiﬂﬁ P
tral area =

Center are
nd Wound gtreets at
t House Apnex is an
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e ng but
e tually require the old Court Ho P
dven to its relg Teéplacement, E““E'_? 18 outmoded
to extend Cation in th Oslderation
nd the publi ® Civie Center but
1

D, as shown o C areas e
n Plate 9 ip urdg:siuﬂ: th: county
reate a

e .-. .1“ !ur AR

3 possibl

ministrative cen e new Court

t edge of the E:;r; The two Hnati[ﬁ““hand
years, but this % Sted extension ‘"Elc s
are moved, and should be nuqumﬂrﬂ“'ﬁ
' n

g

- - . =

St. Francis H

ospital
8ts at the east edge of oy d'imt"-'ﬂen State and
-much too restricted in size E}ri“r occupy sites
. Francis Hospital ha » although relocation
_ 8 been cont
1_1ﬂ¢atinn--em:apt for the 1i emplated, However,
g sirable one for these ins?i:ﬂmn e
B & cantrality of service and crestes us
l interference with ¢e and creates no
: the normal develo
istrict. It is suggested, theref PSR OF
developed around the two ﬂnspitalgrﬁ; thntiiimdmal
yxpansion in t s i
B oach he block to the south, Appropriate
at ea institution would require ample ar
parking as well as landscaping the gruuizs.
Sy T:ualr , the commercially allocated frontage
{n Streets would be available for doctors'
cal clinics and similar activities ancillary

tal center.,

g

neive study of the present femorial Hall and its
ion of the new Veterans'

use on complet

L ‘made by a special committee of the Frapklin

LA nal Planning Commission, The multiple uses

, including a community center for elderly people,

riun for musical and other cultural activities, a

pm, historical museun etc,, would provide an

ty : pis build-

ty for further effective utilization of this

th posed parking areas to the rear would furnish

tonly for business parking during the day but the
s in the evenlng.

- . 1al Hall activitie
but a gite has not yet

It is EﬂggEStEﬁ that

o porth edge of
- this location

w post office
11 selected for
sture be locate
pevelopment ©
V! de a major 1mpr.:.1.reman

Shieh neous considerable 0Uy¢ice, good 100
ntage 85€ tial ra a &l gnience
j‘-:'du:r:jzc.:ed expressway gystems and COTY
swntown area.
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4in . few ;

e Btins ony; 2, diacr e oy fchebeed et
g Tge as an {p

relativ Portant t

1 _ ely few years, j belicopter | ranspo
inder consideration by Anding field ig

P the et
gmp, but additional fie)ge I:H:yh:nn?';t s Thistie
close to the ceptral business di;"' ed in the fytyre,

5. A heliport could be trict has many
f the central husinmsslgﬂ:ﬂcit{iﬁgtu:rme s
) cent to the projected innerbelt expre:hsa.n:i

pRow occupled by a coal yard ang mlswllin;—nui 'n:r.;-

5 .__induatriau. The existing structures are unsightl
portunitics arise, should be it

e cleared away to realize
[te@ the natural beauty of the materfront at this loca-

__'ti of five acres or more would be available,

e

l

" Etraals and Traffic Circulation

rt medium

Street Improvements

pbus is fortunate in its wide downtown streets but
BFf the large vehicular movement the most effective
'be made of each of these arteries, A substantial
bn of the extrancous through traffic now using down<
ets must be siphoned off by other arteries and ’ehuf1
itreet capacities realized through nndprn_: trn”:imc-r:;
aneous traffic would be reduced l::!f the ll“I'l'*f-“r'-rr EI;ut
mm routes described in the Major Streets “‘_FE o
B8] means of removing such traffic from THG DRCCECC
br ane 1nnEl'hE11 Exprﬂss'lag!':!;:fl!: ‘n#hﬂ -T'rf'[-'-“ud
‘route completely around H0€ TP Ly the systen
: the Snnexrbe.t Eﬁpreaﬁwu} tﬂg:tinnﬁ thereto, 18
sen streets and expressvay B tions are Also

1 P] te 10. A few prnpnsed gtree

-- - {:IE'-\'{ i i
ons of the prop dling of

e m;;::ti:?cti the s:lliif:lr:“ii :i':“ :

"Jp 5 - i ] LE _-

?Er:ﬁﬁ yolumes within ‘d“‘;hﬂﬂﬂmm of trallit

5 .'I.!i' aroun : { is m;_r-.'].]f

Dy-passing completely “oo o o oa and 1S

"iin destination within the ad (2) the distr

&e ints on either side, af nd between Lhe

district tratflc to 8

|

e N
et r'-."}:_‘['-.-r =
5 .

‘m

t connec

v r Il'lllf'i

travel-
jbution of
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t district

i » e ﬂEﬂ.i n
.%,‘jtnted, is baseag Wrgi-.:ﬂ:.t“ in
intﬁrchnngg rly on
"0V to

d ?:ﬁmgﬁlaw 2 e dimg € varioy

4o Ay system, pig S5 other e
he business area ig tq
¥een the eXpressway 1} ® accomplishey by inter-

ound the Periphery--
=80 as to accom-
C aod the most
expressvay facilities, For

I:'I:h the volumes o
hoced distribution of the tot

se of surface as well as sl
€, the preliminary -

= Y expressway design proposed -
__.l.i‘, ;nterchanges at Broad and Town Struetnp I;nm{:::e
t Avenue from the south, Neil Avenue, Third, Fourth
.'Clﬂ‘rallnd Avenue from the north, and compection
usky Street interchange via Long Street and Spring
i the west. Partial interchanges were proposed at
g Spring Streets, Fourth Street, Front Street and

ition to those just described, certain additional

8 to provide for better traffic distribution would

@ and a few changes or modifications in the detailed
design have been suggested. As indicated on Plate 10,

Additional ramps to and from
somplete trafiic 1nterchan%glat thth-
design westbound trallilc on ®H= 8 4
belt z'mlld be able to enter the dnu-rltqwn dh-.::lage
and Fourth Street, but failing T-hlf-.l ‘ﬂf“fmm Yo
en ar the district thereafter or to emerge

. ,rchange. Con-
:i-' sfore reaching the tions at Frg::; and Fulton
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; from High Street to permit di

N rect mov

l:n::r '.:l'l;l iﬁgh over the north leg of the ei:::;s-

el !'riun?str designed, no access {s provided at

. reets betweeéld the Third Street inter=-
yenue, In order to facilitate communication

pear north side and west side employment centers,

I. tional connection at High Street would be desirable.

An additional connection from th
e east leg of the
to East Spring gtreet. Better distribution of

L;tn the area north of Broad Street would be furthered
1lowing northbound traffic from the east section of the
enter the district over the westbound Spring Street
as Broad, thereby relieving the latter of part of this

would involve any

al cnnnactinns
uction problemns.

of these addition
ually difficult acquisition OF constr
as originally con~-

inperbelt express¥ay,
two moviDE lanes ino each

ide basically for
axcept aloné the
plltud.

are contem
e in traffic of 40 per cent

The proposed
, would prov

a
{ng lanes in
lanes are

only a fev

in the Dbus iness
or extension® on East EP;EEE 21 1goment: The
gide mOTe i S ration of 5
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The eliminati
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P‘I‘DEEEd Parking Facilities

king Reqti:i.rements

" difficult to determine the exact parking require-=

$he central business district due mot only to incom=
r different Lypes

of actual parking needs fo _
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.".f'“ land uses but also to the COLD able
alopment 1D different

for similar types of dev d practices local
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PARKING FACILITIES
Mstrict

._ I.-"._I_'ﬂ‘l:ﬂlltﬂd Total Carg
- nover Accommodateqd
——a%ed

12,160

10,100
900
1,000
6,400
3.125

31,685

14,000

2,400
——

48,085
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sn to the city's size and its business
n its population range.

y other communities 1
that all the prob
cannot be B

lems of traffic

d be recognized

nd terminal facilities olved in the

r ot by endless catering entirely to the private

nd that altimately 2 balance between private and
d; however, it would appear

ity of downtown streets

district to nake

in gshort-time

'm the over-al
he business
argemunt

po entialities of t

o about a 50 Per cept increase

;;ﬁrltticularly, g well as @ subs

jay areas: This will require more an 10,000

lﬁ'ntnginallg located ghort-tine lots and garages,
parking areas (and

fith:n 5,000 sp ip all-day
lots) as anumernted jn Table 5.
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" (1) A 1,000-car parki

veunied Dg structure o

- i T::!ﬁ.rtdh; the Central Market n:n.n PI'“P;I;:}' now
lons o and Fourth Streets., While large cun::;tra-

2d new facilities include:

ons of automobiles tend to creat

R o e proble

affic circulation, the availability of B e

B i t::an t l;n to Town Street should !acilit:ten

ke e thamiuthar » It would be desirable to design this
o el proposed structures primarily for self-

__!m uld expedite operations into the garage b
cars moving to the individual stalls and make gur

o p.,rk:l.::ﬂ satisfaction (most drivers prefer self-parking)

soperty involved along Town Street is occupied mostly by ;

le fruit and produce houses used in conjunction

D he market.

2) 500-car garages along Fourth Street both at Gay and
__lats. Both of these are strategically placed to
---_nln'l‘. edge of the future business development as well

Arontage on Broad Street, A number of structures
e replaced but these are not substantial, as indicated
assessed valuations of land plus buildings averaging

over $4,00 per square foot at each site,

Another S0C-car garage at Fourth and Long Streets
'y presently used by auto and other service estab-
{which cover about 350 per cent of the ground area)
sed at $3.00 per square foot (land and buildings).
opposite the Ohio Bell Telephone Company building

. gonstruction,
1_ New garages accommodating 450 to 500 cars each 1n
i+ vieinity of Spring and Front Streets on sites of existing
- com ercial parking lots. These locations are convenient to
R : - » two hotels and the YHCA as well as 1o shopping facilities
| Rlong noren figh Serect.
T th
: ; -deck struc at the porth and souU
IT 3 Ry s o . gouth sides of Spring and

I
edees of the inner core on the A
- yirtually half occupied DY
ﬁw“““ g s cal pnrticulurly adaptable

{
Wting commercial lots Y first for
- to stage development to pro - I
. surface parking, and finally ground and "7 i be increased in
. necessary, the structure on Rich Street coul e
B ity by a third slab or floor °f future parkiog . would
" ments made this desirable, put easy handling
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. large increase of the indicated 525-car ea

JT e at the Spring Street location, e

e

“"ﬁ.r.+ face garage of 1,200-car capacity under High

nd p of the Capitol grounds is now being cnnsigﬁ;nd
Dhio State Legislature, The location and extent of
mcility are shown in dotted lines on Plate 11, the
lipes indicating that it is a sub-surface rather than
type of parking facility., There is no doubt that
jdon is unusually convenient to the major concentra-
ffice and shopping facilities and at the center of
tking demand, The question of utilizing this property
- decided by the state rather than local authorities

€ major problem is that of handling the traffic to and
he facility over the local streets, Since both Broad
lééﬂtrnatl are already used to or beyond their practical
des by existing traffic, it is imperative that part of
raffic be removed in order to make an underground gar-
‘the contemplated size practicable at this location,
mphasizes the necessity for the most expeditious con-
on of the innerbelt expressway to create a by-pass
'ough traffic around the business district, The plan

} garage provides for the essential widening of both

d Broad Streets along the Capitol grounds to maintain
pesent traffic capacities of these major arteries and
pmmodate access ramps to the underground facilitles.

o ot A
o E & '1.
" TR
oc!
c

he proposed all-day parking facilities consist of
areas located around the fringe of the downtown sec-

ad strategically placed to intercept traffic at princi-
swtals to the district, The two areas at the south, for
@, are adjacent to the projected innerbelt expressway
‘Fourth and Front Street connections and would supply

acCcommo for vehicles to and from the east and
et long distances into

ithout the necessity for proceeding
trict, Eimilnrly,jsuch spaces are grouped along Eithir
'Gay and State Streets at the east edge of the fen r:
"on Chestout and at Spring and Civic Center Drive a

th and northwest edges respectively. The arantzn

: will require two levels in order to develop the

)d capacity.

5

rking along Mound Street
e & o1a it vl Ela'nging only slightly over

14 of old dwellings, av
":-.,m:::iiu foot in assessnment, The arﬁa azﬁzﬁ E?gng
freet is also mostly residential, that to t gifﬂ e dan
k£ Street genmerally open and usec for autﬂmgt S tedat i

. 7*74-, existing parking, etc. Land along ota




:::uwia:h:?pgggt:ra‘ offices, miscellaneous other enter-
’ aullt 2 ate parking, property to the rear on Town b
bus ation, several dwellings, open-air storage and :

several parking lots. The
amounts to $1.25 per Equaral::::fﬂd value of the latter

The all-day facilities at the northwe
st cons -
:gﬁizgap::::ngnsgﬂgzi, :unﬂnlidntnd and slightly iﬁfnjéa:f
nut encompasses several existin

::dh::u:nrcill parking lots along with a few whulnau%ﬁP:;::;i

shments, stores and offices averaging for the whole area
an assessment of some $2,60 per square foot, The all-day
parking areas shown on Plate 11 aggregate some 5,100 spaces;
in addition, about BOO spaces are expected to remain in A
scattered private parking lots,

The customer parking areas for some 375 cars on both
sides of Main Street at the southeast corner of the district
are intended primarily to show what can be done toward consoli-
dation and improvement of land at the rear of the stores and
shops to provide for ofi-street parking. This would be an
asset to the abutting stores and a convenience to their patrons,
in addition to relieving iiain Street for easier traffic move-

ment,

Curb Parking

Existing curb spaces amount to some 900 stalls in and
around the business core and about 2,670 spaces in the down-
town district as a whole, On-street space has tended to
decline in recent years due to the exigencies of moving traf-
fic, and is likely to continue to decrease in the future.
For example, the proposed public building site west of Front
Street and contemplated redevelopment of the darket=iohawk
sector at the southeast would eliminate as many as 400 to
500 curb spaces although this would be balanced by the addi-
tional off-street accommodations, which should be included
in the design of both projects. It would appear reasonable
to expect further losses of street space to no more than
2,000 or so curb stalls in the future.

Recent increases in meter rates 1o five cents for each
half hour have been beneficial in increasing space turnover
and availability in most of the business areda. Huwe:erirabln
better enforcement of the one~hour parking limit if i??e ’
gince the parking survey indicated nearly un; caﬂ B:raet
over-stayed this 1imit in the area pnorth of Broa .
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The 37 ecars parked all daypre-eaptod
space which could ha
been used otherwise by well over 200 parkers, All-day pl::-

ing has been accomplished in Columbus by periodi

the parking meter which is a direet viﬂinglun nIctﬁiigz:E =
hour restriction., The easiest way to eliminate this practice
is strict enforcement of the parking law through regular
hourly police inspection and chalking of offending cars.

A well publicized inspection campaign and impartial adminis-
tration of parking fipnes provide the most effective means of
securing compliance with existing parking regulations,

In general, existing curb regulations downtown are
attuned to parking habits, most space serving the ipner core
being restricted to one hour and certain special blocks around
the Post Office, banks, Court House, otc, to a half hour or
less, However, it may become necessary in the future to ex-
tend the one hour restrictions over practically all the down=-
town district and even to limit certain intensively used
streets to half hour parking, The latter will require de-
tailed study of parking habits from time to time in each
particular block of the district,

Capacity of the Proposed Parking Facilities

The potential capacity of the proposed parking plan is
indicated in Table 5, based on the pumber of accommodations
and the expected turnover of the various types of facilities,
The estimated turnover is somewhat higher than present space
usage in existing lots and garages within the district and
anticipates both more effective utilization and more fnvnr;'
able rate schedules for the short-time parker than those n
axisting. The short=time facilities include the variuusln
>mmercial lots and all or part of the available np:cgathc

esven of the most strategically located gnrugenf:;g:nstruc-
usiness core, The remaining garages of multi- Deieigg
tures indicated on the plan are expected to h:vaﬂnuﬂad e
still relatively high turnover. Private lots ar

elatively low turn-
pacim ) it s iy gt hli: :uild serve the business

half the customer space
:;::' ttzu::mnindar various scattered establishments in other
#

parts of the district,

as a whole would be served by some

the
19,900 parking Spaces, including the curb :zziitizzdin e
1 D nderground garage now under CORRIETS (/" 4poge
Yegiaiat On the basis of expected UtiMABATIOUs 0 o 001
iﬁﬁiﬁ :cgﬁﬁﬁmaam slightly over 48,000 carf during

The downtown area
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business day, As estimated e
approximately 49,500 cars
the overall central busine

quently the proposed parki
sufficient to meet the ant

arlier, accommodations for
are expected to be needed in
88 district by 1980, and conse-
Dg facilities are not quite

icipated parking demand, Th
deficiency would be offset in part by raqﬁlrini the pr::

vision of off-street parking spaces in conn

building construction in parts of the dlntrfgzizﬁt:::: :::
core, for example in the industrial areas at the northeast
and in part also by enlargement of publie parking areas 1n'
the district west of the Scioto, where 500 spaces or more
could be provided within three or four blocks of Town and
High Streets, In addition to these facilities, it will be
essential to foster wider use of mass transportation in
order to reduce traffic volumes and to reduce the parking
demand, While additional parking facilities over and mbove
those shown on Plate 11 could be developed at the edges of
the district, it would be more efficient and less expensive
from a traffic and parking standpoint to keep as many private
automobiles as possible out of the business district by
developing the most expeditious and convenient transit routes,
including express service,

Furthermore, the proposed parking facilities are designed
to supply somewhat more than a 50 per cent increase in accom-
modations around the business distriet, These would be
served by the more than 10,000 spaces in commercial garages,
lots and short-time facilities and some 700 to 800 curb stalls,
which are estimated to accommodate about 22,600 cars off-
street and around 5,000 curb parkers dally., Since future
parking requirements within the business core were estimated
previously at some 25,500 cars per day, the propoged facil- 5
ities should be more than capable of meeting the latter demand,

vided parking rates and practices are designed to favor

the short-time parker,

Appearance of the Business District

in good
finite psychological advantage

n::::: 1-i:t::n the central business district this ;::
ﬁgg:tnd hr.gnud design of streets and street nppur:::i;nr!
together with attractive building facades, window p

{ the major assets of
and other advertising featurss. U0¢ nntﬁra in Columbus has

rpe outlying shopping ce _

:han?:;:iznn::ngln and generally more harmnnizu: ::i:t::ﬁan

o 1 treatment which added novelty and phy:l : i
:gr:hﬂir more patent advantages of accessibility
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for off-street parking, It is recognized that many
shoppers are willing to walk a longer distance from the
parking terminal to their shopping objective when the
route lies through an attractive area than when it tra-
verses marginal or substandard development,

As mentioned in other sections, the Columbus
business district needs nnnsidaruh1; improvement 1§Hg::al
appearance even though many individual stores and office
buildings are quite attractive and well designed, For
example, much of High Street north of Gay and most of the
area south of Town are so mixed in eharacter and hetero-
geneous in design that these blocks contrast markedly with
the intervening frontage, particularly with the attractive
blocks immediately north of Town and across from the State
Capitol, It would be to the advantage of all downtown mer-
chants to cooperate in refurbishing existing structures,
wherever possible, to create a greater degree of harmony
in the appearance of the whole downtown area as well as to
improve individual building facades in general, Sound con=-
trol over the character, size, and design of advertising
signs could also contribute to improving the appearance of
the district,

In Columbus, as in most other cities, little attention
has been given to the appearance of the various parking lots,
although the newer open-deck parking structures are attrac-
tive and well designed, Control over entrances and exits
to these areas, limitation and standardization of signs,
walls or fencing, and wherever possible, even limited land-
scaping, would do much toward bettering the appearance of
parking lots and of the district around them,

rees and greenery, where practicable, also

anhungzr:E: :ppanrannalgnd vllﬂa of surrounding property.
In this connection, the advantage of existing public L s
buildings along the west edge of the business dlntﬁiclﬂlbﬂ
the desirability of enlarging these public areas : f:r R
recognized, Open space, treed AbC 0 iral business arcas
b i t its opportunities

cities, Columbus should exploi
3::m:2£1¢ beauty downtown both by zanlnugiiigzziﬂszizﬂa;gzﬂs
existing public areas and by creating ad

wherever possible, notably along the Scioto River,

made in the shopping

Another improvement which could be S

district is the construction of gidewalk canopies simil
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those on part'nf the Lazarus department Store building
and on Kresge's., Such canopies provide protection in
winter from the rain and snow and shelter in summer from
the rays of the sun, When harmoniously constructed, they
help to create an illusion of unity of design in the block
as a whole, However, because of the numerous individual
property owners involved, it would be necessary to have a
high degree of cooperation and collaboration so that a
continuous and harmonious canopy might result,
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